
 
 

Parkminster United Church 
275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 

519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net | www.parkuc.ca 
 

Sunday, June 26, 2016                  
Communion 
Reflection: “Tomorrow or Yesterday?”    Rev. Meg Grieve 
 

 
LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 
BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
 

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at 
Parkminster and would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take 
a few minutes to fill out one of the white information envelopes found in 
the pews and place it on the offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside 
the office.  Whether you'd like more information about Parkminster's 
programs, want to request offering envelopes, or have a question about 
becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, we'd love to 
hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
PRESENT 

 
Prelude:                     “Holy, Holy, Holy”          arr. by Joel Raney 
 

Introit:           “Come and Find the Quiet Centre”    ♫ VU #374 
 
Welcome 
 

One: Today we gather at the beginning of the summer 
season.  We are filled with the beauty of the earth 
and summer sky.  We let creation heal our spirits 
and bring us hope. We are grateful. With gratitude 
and respect, we recognize the Six Nations tribes on 
whose treaty land we make our spiritual home.  We 
acknowledge, with regret, that this history has not 
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always been respectful.   We commit to just 
relationship in the present. 

 
All: Seeking true community, we welcome all who 

have no church home, need strength, and are 
seeking deep meaning.  Welcome to those who 
have doubts or who do not believe.  Welcome to 
those whose faith is sure, and to those who 
believe, but who are asking large questions. 

 
One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends.  

Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth 
and children, couples, and single people. 

 
All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender 

identities, abilities, and sexual orientations.   
 

One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who 
is seeking an understanding of community and what 
it means to accompany one another. 

 
All: As we come together as church, we turn to one 

another with gratitude and pray that we will be 
strong together, faithful together, and loving 
together.   We seek blessing as we continue our 
spirit-journey to the promise of transformation 
and the coming of hope to our hurting world.   

 
Joys, Concerns, and Greeting One Another 

 
Children’s Song:         “Dance with the Spirit”        ♫ MV #156 
 

Story Time 
 
Following the story time, the children and youth will leave for their Sunday 
morning activities.  For babies and toddlers, there is a Family Worship 
Space at the back of the sanctuary.  Parkminster “grandparents” stay with 
the children during worship. Parents can remain there with their children if 
they wish, or return to worship. 
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Opening Our Hearts 
 
All: sung twice 
 

Take, O take me as I am. 
Summon out what I shall be. 
Set your seal upon my heart, and live in me. 

 

A time of silence to connect with the spirit of acceptance and 

compassion; a time to yearn for possibility to be realized; a 

time to ready ourselves for transformation and new 

beginnings. 

 

All:  sung twice 
 

Take, O take me as I am. 
Summon out what I shall be. 
Set your seal upon my heart, and live in me. 

 
PAST 

 
Ministry of Music:           “Trust in You”             by Lauren Daigle 

(soloist, Kathleen Vanderlinden) 
 
Scripture                        Luke 9:  51–62               (NT, pg. 70) 
 

About Scripture 
 
 Every so often in the gospel stories of Jesus’ life, the 
editors insert a collection of sayings.  These are not story or 
parable.  They are not narrative or poetry.  These collections 
are “bits,” good bits that are too good to omit, so the gospel 
creators make room for them.  Usually, the sayings are 
somewhat connected in content, but they do not come from 
one incident or event.   
 
 We do not read a collection of sayings the same way we 
read a narrative.  And we do not interpret sayings the same 
way we interpret parables.  They are aphorisms meant to 
offer us wisdom and spiritual guidance.  They are not meant 
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to be taken literally.  Don’t for one second, think that the 
bible says we should not participate in family funerals or 
leave without a good-bye.  We have to interpret the sayings 
and discern their wisdom for our day. 
 
 Today’s sayings are about what way we are facing.  
What direction is our faith taking us?  On what have we set 
our eyes?  What does faith demand of us?  And what does it 
ask us to release? 
 
 In Luke 9, Jesus is beginning the journey to Jerusalem.  
Like Luke’s community, we know Jerusalem is the place of 
confrontation and risk.  It is the place of great love and great 
loss.  It is the scene of life and death, of hope and despair.  It 
is the place where we learn the tough truth that we have to 
let go before we take hold, where we learn that we have to 
die before we rise.  For Jesus, Jerusalem is the bitter end 
before a new beginning. 
 
 Luke wants to prepare his community for what 
Jerusalem will mean.  So he collects some “get ready for the 
tough time” sayings and makes them relevant for the 
moment where the worst needs to be faced and where life is 
a dare.  So, we have today’s scripture. 
 
 Every piece of the bible has two goals:  to tell the great 
“God” story and to help the faithful prepare themselves for 
the challenges they are facing.  When Luke shows us Jesus’ 
facing Jerusalem, he is reminding his own people of what 
they are facing from Rome.  When he shows us what is 
required for Jesus to head toward Good Friday, he is 
showing his own people what they need as they face to 
violence and pain of their own context. 
 
 As contemporary readers, we ask about the wisdom for 
our own lives in our risky world of Orlando, of climate 
degradation, of fear of the other, and fear for ourselves.  
What do we learn about living faithfully and justly?   
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 We learn not to spend our best time and energy on the 
past.  We must use our best for what lies ahead, for realizing 
the dream of inclusion, of peace with justice, of a healed 
earth.  Which way are we facing?  On whom can we rely?  
For what are we hoping and working?  Is our focus tomorrow 
or yesterday? 
 
Reflection:          “Tomorrow or Yesterday?”      Rev. Meg Grieve 
 

Hymn:                “Spirit, Open My Heart”                 ♫ MV #79 
 

FUTURE 
 
Offertory:                        “Ridgecrest”                by Joseph Martin 
 
Dedication        “Christ Has No Body Now”     ♫ MV #171, v.4   
 
Offering Prayer, said by All: 
 

We offer our gifts this morning as thanks for the 
opportunity to think boldly, to act boldly, and to love 
boldly.  We trust that our gifts will bring to our world 
the possibility of peace by justice and help share the 
power of transformation.  Amen.  
 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Communion Hymn:         “All Who Hunger”            ♫ VU #460                    
 
Prayer of Thanks 
 
Breaking the Bread and Blessing the Cup 
 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
 
Prayer 
 

Hymn:                        “Sing, Sing Out!”                  ♫ MV #180 
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Commissioning and Blessing 
 
Sung Alleluia   ♫ MV# 52 
    
Postlude:                        “Marche”                       by G.F. Handel 
 
 

 
Greeter(s):     Jenny & Joe Sheldon 
Ushers:       Shirley Elliott; Barb Pryor; Lisa Hicknell 
Lay Readers:     Sarah Jewett 
Candle Lighter:    Abbie Hicknell 
Chancel Arrangements:  Thelma Van Camp 
Music:      Kathleen Vanderlinden; Neil Murray 
Juice Hour Hosts:     Sarah Jewett; Bud Adams 
Juice Hour Dessert:   Sarah Jewett 
 
 

 

 
 

 
The Ministry of Parkminster:    All of us 
Ministry of Word & Sacrament (Interim):  Rev. Meg Grieve (ext. 23) 
Ministry of Pastoral Care (Interim):  Rev. Elaine Beattie (ext. 22) 
Ministry of Christian Education:   Kelly Moores (ext. 24) 
Music Director:    Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:    Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian:    Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 
 
 

 
 

Please see insert for Announcements 
 

(for a complete listing, please refer to your weekly “What’s UP” 
email. If you are not receiving this information but would like to, 

please email the office at parkuc@golden.net)  

 
 
 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses 
which cover copying activities that assist with congregational singing, 
computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording 
services, etc.  


