
 
 

Parkminster United Church 
275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 

519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net | www.parkuc.ca 
 

Sunday, July 24, 2016                  
Reflection: “Hear the Trees Clapping” ~ Rev. Meg Grieve 
 

 
LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 
BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
 

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at 
Parkminster and would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take 
a few minutes to fill out one of the white information envelopes found in 
the pews and place it on the offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside 
the office.  Whether you'd like more information about Parkminster's 
programs, want to request offering envelopes, or have a question about 
becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, we'd love to 
hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude:                  “Allemande in D Major”            by J.S. Bach 
               

Introit:             “Teach Me, God, to Wonder”      ♫ VU #299 
 

Welcome  

 

One: This is the season of the spirit, the season of 

possibility and hope. This is the season of the spirit 

where we are called to the work of compassion and 

love for our neighbour. We seek courage and tender 

hearts. 

With gratitude and respect, we recognize the Six 

Nations tribes on whose treaty land we make our 

spiritual home.  We acknowledge, with regret, that 
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this history has not always been respectful.   We 

commit to just relationship in the present. 

 All: Seeking true community, we welcome all who 

have no church home, need strength, and are 

seeking deep meaning.  Welcome to those who 

have doubts or who do not believe.  Welcome to 

those whose faith is sure, and to those who 

believe, but who are asking large questions. 

One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends.  

Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth 

and children, couples, and single people. 

All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender 

identities, abilities, and sexual orientations.   

One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who 

is seeking an understanding of community and what 

it means to accompany one another. 

All: As we come together as church, we turn to one 

another with gratitude and pray that we will be 

strong together, faithful together, and loving 

together.   We seek blessing as we continue our 

spirit-journey to the promise of transformation 

and the coming of hope to our hurting world.   

 
Joys, Concerns, and Greeting One Another 
 

Children’s Song:     “Know That God Is Good” ♫ MV #104 
 

Story Time 
 

Following the story time, children and youth will leave for their Sunday 
morning activities.  Have fun and learn lots! 
 

There is a family worship space at the back of the sanctuary.  We 
welcome babies and toddlers and their parents to this space.  Parents 
are free to move between the sanctuary and the Family Worship Space, 
as suits the needs of their children. 
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Opening Our Hearts 
              

“Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, 
But anyone can start today and make a new ending”. 

 

Maria Robinson 

 

One: We release regret and our sense of powerlessness.  

  We release our unsettled, “on edge” feelings.  We  

  release our criticism and our cynicism, 

 

All:   for we know that holy energy is alive in us and  

  that we are promised that we will go out in joy  

  and be led back in peace. 

 

One: We release our anxiety about the future, for the   

  “what next” and the “who knows.”  We release our  

  failure and the niggling doubt that the challenge may 

  be more than our resources, 

 

All:   for we know that holy energy is alive in us and  

  that we are promised that we will go out in joy  

  and be led back in peace. 

 

One: We stand together, ready to be who we are:  a   

  community of love and justice.  We stand together,  

  ready to become who we are to be:  a community of  

  hope and joy.  We stand together, ready to live the  

  gospel and to be true church, 

 

All:   for we know that holy energy pulses in us and  

  that we are promised that we will go out in joy  

  and be led back in peace. 

 

LEARING HOPE 

 
Ministry of Music:           “In My Life”           

by John Lennon & Paul McCartney  
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Scripture: an Ancient Promise is Renewed in Us 
              

Isaiah 55: 10-13   (OT, pg. 686) 
 

About Scripture 
 
 Tough times are not new.  Isaiah tells of the tough time called the 
exile.  After Nebuchadnezzar had defeated Israel, the wily king of Babylon 
carried off the brightest and the best to his home country.  He took artists 
and artisans.  He took skilled trades people.  He took the best minds, the 
people of vision.  He took scholars and educators.  And his goal was to 
use the Israelites to enhance the life of his own country, to raise the profile 
of Babylon on the world scene.   
 
 Of course, what was a great idea on Nebuchadnezzar’s part was a 
disaster for Israel.  Those taken, lost home and family.  They lost roots 
and tradition.  And those who remained in Israel, the old, the ill, the 
women and children, were left with war’s leftovers.  They faced 
devastation and destruction, and there were no young and strong people 
to help in the rebuilding.   
 
 Do you see the sorrow on both sides?  Whether it was in Babylon 
with the exiles, or at home in Israel, it didn’t take long for those familiar 
feelings of betrayal and hopelessness to arise.  And, it didn’t take long for 
people to begin to ask where was the Holy, and how God could let such 
bad things happen to such good people?   
 
 Isaiah knows his people’s despair and pain.  To him comes a word 
that the prophet passes on to the Israelites.  It was not a word of 
judgment, but a word of hope.  Holy energy and wisdom are like rain, says 
Isaiah.  They water dry ground, and bring forth beauty and promise.  Don’t 
despair, Israel, for you will be led out in joy, and led back home in peace. 
 
 Tough times are not new.  We know them.  God, though, is doing a 
brand new thing.  And in love, we will be led out in joy, and be brought 
back in peace.  Ready? 

 
Reflection:        “Hear the Trees Clapping”       Rev. Meg  

 
Hymn: (sung 2x)     “You Shall Go Out with Joy”        ♫ VU #884 
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LIVING HOPE 
 
Offertory:         “Here, There and Everywhere”                

by John Lennon & Paul McCartney 
  
Dedication:  “Christ Has No Body Now but Yours”   ♫ MV #171, v.4 
 
Offering Prayer, said by All: 
 

Because we know transformation is possible, we 

share in the work of new life and fresh starts.  Our 

gifts of kindness transform the pain of others.  Our 

gifts of hope transform injustice to justice.  Our 

financial gifts, including PAR, make our ministry of 

inclusion possible in our neighbourhood and in the 

world.  With gratitude we give and our gifts say 

“thanks.” 

 
Prayers for Change 
 

Hymn:                  “Like a Healing Stream”     ♫ MV #144 
 

Commissioning and Blessing 
 

Sung Alleluia ♫ MV# 52 
 

Postlude                 

  
 

A special thank you to all volunteers covering House Group duties during 
the summer. Your gift of time is greatly appreciated. 
 

Lay Reader: ................................................. Isobel Field 
Chancel Arrangements: ............................. Chancel Committee 
Music: .......................................................... Cynthia Hiebert 
Counters: ..................................................... Bud Adams & Marilyn Hill 
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The Ministry of Parkminster: .............................. All of us 
Ministry of Word & Sacrament (Interim): .......... Rev. Meg Grieve (ext. 23) 
Ministry of Pastoral Care (Interim): ................... Rev. Elaine Beattie (ext. 22) 
Ministry of Christian Education: ........................ Kelly Moores (ext. 24) 
Music Director: .................................................... Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:........................................... Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: ............................................................ Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 
 

 

 

Our heartfelt congratulations to Katie Willdig & Evan 
Switzer, who were joined in marriage on Saturday, July 23, 
2016 at Parkminster.  We hold you in our prayers and wish 
you a lifetime of health and happiness!   
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(see your weekly “What’s Up” email for a full listing) 

 

Message from Christian Ed. 

Please be advised that there will be no Sunday Morning Activities on Sunday, July 

31 as Kelly, Franceen, & Rob will all be away that weekend. Rob Vanderlinden, 

Chair of Christian Ed. 

 

Community Liaison Update 

Hello Parkminster!  This is a message from Emily Jones, your community liaison.  
Here are my updates!  This food truck night (July 20th) we made cards for youth 
struggling in Attawapiskat.  I was taken aback by the tremendous amounts of 
kindness and generosity of attendees!  Wonderful cards were made by people of 
all ages that included heartening words of encouragement.  I’m looking forward to 
more initiatives planned! 

 

Upcoming Staff Vacation 

Meg: off July 25 to August 31 - During this time, Worship is being covered by 

Elaine and Parkminster folk. Elaine will continue to be available for pastoral care 

support. Kelly:  off July 28 to August 4; Melanie off: August 9 – 11 

 
 
 
 
 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which 
cover copying activities that assist with congregational singing, computer 
projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  


