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Sunday, October 23, 2016          
New Member Sunday  
Reflection: “Upside Down”, Rev. Meg Grieve 
      
 

 
LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 
BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
 

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at 
Parkminster and would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take 
a few minutes to fill out one of the white information envelopes found in 
the pews and place it on the offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside 
the office.  Whether you'd like more information about Parkminster's 
programs, want to request offering envelopes, or have a question about 
becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, we'd love to 
hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
Welcome 

 
Prelude:      “Let All Things Now Living”       arr. by Larry Shackley 

 
Introit:                          “Sing, Sing Out”     ♫ MV #180 

 
Welcome 
 

One: Welcome to this welcoming day, when Parkminster 
United widens the circle of love and commitment.  
And, welcome to the table where we are one people 
with one purpose, to share in the mystery of love’s 
capacity to heal the world and to heal our lives. 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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With gratitude and respect, we recognize the Six 
Nations tribes on whose traditional land we make 
our spiritual home.  We acknowledge, with regret, 
that this history has not always been respectful.    
We commit to just relationship in the present. 
 

 All: Seeking true community, we welcome all who 
have no church home, need strength, and are 
seeking deep meaning.  Welcome to those who 
have doubts or who do not believe.  Welcome to 
those whose faith is sure, and to those who 
believe, but who are asking large questions. 

 
One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends.  

Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth 
and children, couples, and single people. 

 
All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender 

identities, abilities, and sexual orientations.   
 

One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who 
is seeking an understanding of community and what 
it means to accompany one another. 

 
All: As we come together as church, we turn to one 

another with gratitude and pray that we will be 
strong together, faithful together, and loving 
together.   We seek blessing as we continue our 
spirit-journey to the promise of transformation 
and the coming of hope to our hurting world.   

 
 

Joys, Concerns, and Greeting One Another 
 

Receiving New Members 
 

Today we welcome Joscelyn Alexander, Chris 
Alexander, Loren Calder, Eileen Calder, David 
Oborne and Lee Oborne as members of 
Parkminster United Church. 
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Introductions by the Sponsors 
 
o Joscelyn & Chris Alexander  … Neil Murray 
o Loren & Eileen Calder  … Robert Hudgins 
o David & Lee Oborne  … Maureen Crawford  

 
Affirmation of Faith and Commitment 

 
Do you believe in God, holy mystery, energy of the universe, 
passion for right relationship? 
 
Do you believe in Jesus whose way of love and justice is the 
path we follow? 
 
Do you believe in spirit energy that moves among us in love 
and with forgiveness? 
 
Are you willing to share your gifts with Parkminster United 
Church to strengthen its community, to increase its welcome, 
and to share in its outreach to others? 
 
Presentation of Membership Certificates 
 
Response of the Congregation: 
 

                       “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                 ♫ VU #958 
 
 Children’s Song:   “If You Are Happy and You Know It”                     

 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands.  
If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands.                   
If you’re happy and you know it, then your face will 
surely show it. 
If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands.     
 
…stomp your feet 
…shout hurrah! 
…do all three.               
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Story Time  
  
Following story time, children and youth will leave for their 
own program. Thanks to the teachers and happy learning to 
the kids.   
 

There is a family worship space at the back of the sanctuary.  
We welcome babies and toddlers and their parents to this 
space.  Parents are free to move between the sanctuary and 
the Family Worship Space, as suits the needs of their 
children. 

 
Opening Our Hearts                      
 
Today, in the midst of the chaos of the world, we take 
silence.  In the silence, we breathe deeply of spirit.  We try 
to still the busy agenda of our lives, the” must do,” the 
“should,” and the “ought to.”  We release anxious worry.  We 
image ourselves surrounded by love’s light.  The holy is in 
the silence.  We let the holy heal our hearts and bring us 
peace. 
 
Following the silence, we will sing:          
 

I am becoming peace. 
I am becoming peace,  
a well if patience, well of grace, 
make my soul a holy place. 
I am becoming peace.  
                        

Learning 

 

Ministry of Music:           “Cantar!(Sing)”                by Jay Althouse 
(Percussionists: Lee and Simon McWebb) 

 
Scripture:                      Luke 18: 9 - 14                (NT, pg.81) 
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About Scripture 
 
 Today we have another of Luke’s zingers, the story of 
the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  We might not see the 
difference between these two as a significant aspect of the 
story.  But Jesus’ listeners certainly would have understood 
that these people were as different from one another as 
chalk and cheese.  
  
 The Pharisee would have been seen with the eyes with 
which we see the Archbishop of Toronto, or the Moderator of 
our own United Church or the Chair of Waterloo Presbytery.  
The Pharisee was a religious leader, a teacher, a respected 
and faithful Jew.  He was not a terrible guy.  He was actually 
upstanding, his life an example of steady commitment to the 
Law or Torah that shaped the life of every Jew.  He kept the 
Law in his everyday world because this is what his scripture 
taught him to do.   When Jesus introduced the Pharisee into 
the parable, his listeners would have assumed that here was 
the hero, the good guy, the one person in the story who 
would be the message of faithful living. 
 
 On the other hand, we have the Tax Collector.  His 
reputation was like Donald Trump’s to many women and 
feminist men.  People hearing Jesus teach would assume 
that the Tax Collector was akin to a known but unpunished 
thief, an extortionist with Mafia connections, a local version 
of the life that we associate with the likes of Trump.  Jesus’ 
listeners would have assigned the role of the bad guy, the 
villain to the Tax Collector. 
 
 So, the story hooks our assumptions of right and wrong 
and good and bad. Luke makes us certain that we know who 
is loyal and loving. Then he turns our expectations upside 
down. 
 
 The Pharisee who prays with confidence and offers a 
prayer of thanksgiving that he is not like others, is brought 
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down and the Tax Collector, the scum of society, is the one 
who receives mercy and blessing. 
 
 The reversal of expectations does not happen as a result 
of the everyday lives of the two characters.  The Pharisee 
does keep the Law as faith requires.  The Tax Collector does 
work for Rome, the peoples’ oppressor, and he does make a 
living by cheating and abuse of power.  These are the facts 
of life. 
 
 The reversal of expectations happens because of the 
need for the holy that each character displays.  The Pharisee 
is fine, thank you very much.  He is on the right road.  He is 
doing what he needs to do to be righteous and faithful to his 
beliefs.  Does he really need God?  Hmmm.   
 

Does the Pharisee see himself as a lover or supporter of 
others?  No.  He sees himself in a class of his own and is 
grateful that others do not match his life.  The “other” in the 
temple, the Tax Collector, is viewed with derision and 
dismissed as a no good.  He is a lost boy, a low life, the kind 
of person we tend to shy away from. 

 
 Then there is the Tax Collector who has a lot to be sorry 
for.  Jesus does not wipe out his mistakes, but Jesus does 
recognize that the Tax Collector is looking for forgiveness for 
the mess he is in.  The Tax Collector knows he cannot begin 
again on his own but needs to reach for holy acceptance and 
the resurrection of his human dignity and value.  He gives up 
his power to make things right for himself and leans into the 
mercy that is larger than life.  In Luke’s language, the Tax 
Collector opens himself to the mercy of the holy one.  And 
because the Tax Collector trusts God for his wholeness, that 
wholeness is exactly what he receives.   
 
 Entitlement does not lead us to God.  Need does.  Self-
sufficiency does not save us.  Trust does.  Independence 
does not make us disciples.  Interdependence, or community 



6 
 

life, does.  In this little parable, the religious teacher needs to 
learn and the outcast becomes the teacher.   
 
 Maybe our least, our shame and regret, is what we need 
to connect to holy energy.  Maybe the mystery is that our 
shame saves us and our sin is the way to the sacred.  Now, 
that’s a reversal.  

 
Reflection:  “Upside Down”  

 
Hymn:     “I Have Called You by Your Name”     ♫ MV# 161 

 
Sharing 

 
Offertory:                         “Sinfonia”                 by J.S. Bach 

               

Dedication:  “Christ Has No Body Now but Yours”   ♫ MV #171, v.4 
 
Offering Prayer, said by all: 

 

We are grateful for the upside down way of gospel, 
for love that finds us through our brokenness and 
wholeness that comes because we need to heal our 
shame.  We give thanks that we need only be our 
true selves to find the holy and the peace that comes 
from being held in love.  Our offering of our Sunday 
gifts and all our acts of compassion are thanks that 
God is resurrection and we are an Easter people.  
Amen. 

 
Sacrament of Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 

Communion Hymn:  “Long Ago and Far Away”     ♫ MV# 195 
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Prayer of Thanks 

 

Breaking the Bread and Blessing the Cup 

 

Sharing the Feast (the bread is all gluten free) 

 

Prayer 

 

Hymn:       “Christ Has No Body Now but Yours”   ♫ MV #171 
 

Commissioning and Blessing 
 
Sung Alleluia ♫ MV# 52 
 
Postlude:           “Trumpet Tune in D”             by Giuseppe Torelli 

 
 

 

Ushers: ................................................. Doris Jakobsh; Annette Dekker; 
 ............................................................... Ken Willsie; Maureen Crawford 
Greeters: ............................................... Alan & Audrey Babensee 
Lay Reader: .......................................... Kathleen Vanderlinden 
Candle Lighter: .................................... Gabe Hicknell  
Communion Helpers: .......................... Sheril Stinson; Don Pendlebury 
Chancel Arrangements: ...................... Pat Harris 
Music: ................................................... Lee & Simon McWebb;  
 ............................................................... Neil Murray 
Coffee Hour Hosts & Dessert: ............ Sunday School group 

The Ministry of Parkminster: ..................... All of us 
Ministry of Word & Sacrament (Interim): .. Rev. Meg Grieve (ext. 23) 
Ministry of Pastoral Care (Interim): ........... Rev. Elaine Beattie (ext. 22) 
Ministry of Christian Education: ............... Kelly Moores (ext. 24) 
Music Director: ........................................... Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator: .................................. Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: ................................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 

Pastoral Care Coverage 
 

Rev. Meg is currently covering pastoral care needs for Rev. Elaine Beattie. You 
may reach Meg by leaving her a confidential voicemail at the church (519-885-
0935 ext. 23), or at rev.meg.parkminster@gmail.com 
 

mailto:rev.meg.parkminster@gmail.com
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JNAC #1 – Saturday, October 29 
Congregational Meeting 

 
The term of our Interim Minister Rev. Meg Grieve, will come to an end on 
June 30, 2017.  At the same time the term of our Interim Pastoral Care 
Ministers Rev. Elaine Beattie / Rev. Louise Rutledge, will also terminate. 
All of these ladies have done a superb job of leading us over the past 2 ½ 
years. 
 

Now we must face the task of hiring new staff and designing a path 
forward.  This process is called a Joint Needs Assessment Report or 
JNAC.  Waterloo Presbytery has designed a new process which involves 
the whole congregation and fewer meetings over a shorter period of time. 
The JNAC document will contain information about Waterloo, our church 
and its ministry, our resources, job descriptions for the ministerial staff, 
skills required, and terms of the positions. The first JNAC meeting, 
which is a congregational meeting, will be held in the gym on 
Saturday, October 29, starting at 9:00am sharp.  
 

Everyone in the congregation is invited to participate whether you are an 
adherent or member. We will be assisted in this task by a facilitator Rev. 
Paul Miller and 2 presbytery representatives. After the initial meeting, a 
writing committee will take the information gathered at the first meeting 
and make a draft report. Consensus will be an important part of this 
process.  This draft report will be presented to Council on Thursday, 
November 17, for their input and possible revisions.  This subsequent 
draft will then be presented at a second JNAC congregational meeting 
on Sunday, November 27 after the service. The draft may undergo 
further revisions and a motion will be presented to approve the JNAC 
document. You must be a member of Parkminster to vote on this 
motion. This document will then go Presbytery for their approval and 
permission to start a search for new staff.  
 

The decisions made in the JNAC process are very important to our 
future. I invite all of you who have a vested interest in the future of 
Parkminster to come and be part of the process.    

Barb Leask Wynne, Chair of Council 
 

 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which 
cover copying activities that assist with congregational singing, computer 
projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  


