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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 

275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 
519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net  | parkuc.ca 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
 

ADVENT 3:  JOY  
 

Christmas Pageant  
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar - Rev. Heather Power - Rev. Fred Monteith 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
 

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude:     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”      arr. by Joel Raney 

(piano duet, Gillian Hobson & Bob Hudgins) 
       

Welcome  
 
Statement of Welcome  
 

One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by 
recognizing the First Nations on whose traditional 
land we make our spiritual home, the Anishnawbe 
(A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee (Ho di-no-
SHOW-nay), and the Neutral. We acknowledge, with 
regret, that this history has rarely been respectful. 
We commit to just relationship in the present. 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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All:  Seeking true community, we welcome all who 
have no church home, need strength, and are 
seeking deep meaning. Welcome to those who 
have doubts or who do not believe. Welcome to 
those whose faith is sure, and to those who 
believe, but who are asking large questions. 

 
One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome 

to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and 
children, couples, and single people. 

 
All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender 

identities, abilities, and sexual orientations.  
 
One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who 

is seeking an understanding of community and what 
it means to accompany one another. 

 
All: As we come together as church, we turn to one 

another with gratitude and pray that we will be 
strong together, faithful together, and loving 
together. We seek blessing as we welcome the 
great gift of spirit in us, through us, and among 
us.  

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Advent Candle Lighting:  Week Three—JOY  
 

One: This is the third Sunday of Advent.  On this day we 

 light again the candles of Hope and Peace. 

(two blue candles are lit) 
 

One: Today we continue our journey by lighting the third 

 Advent candle: the candle of Joy.  Yet, how absurd it 

 seems to light this candle when so many of us are 

 despairing for the state and future of creation.  We  

 ask ourselves: 
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 Where is the joy when we see our politicians make 
short-sighted decisions that ignore the bigger 
picture? 

 

 Where is the joy in the chaos and grief of people 
losing their jobs in the fossil fuel sector? 

 

 Where is the joy in the angst we experience from the 
questions of our children and grandchildren? 

 

Yet, as people of faith we light this candle defiantly, for 

we remember the words of Elizabeth to Mary; “…as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 

my womb leaped for joy.”  Faithful joy, as shown by 

Elizabeth living under the oppression of empire and 

poverty, is not blind to pain and injustice but it sees even 

more clearly what God is doing and where God is calling 

in the midst of it all.  As we light this candle, please join 

with us in singing our Advent song. 

(A pink candle is lit) 
 

I am walking a path of joy, 
I am walking a path of joy, 
I am walking a path of joy, 

lead me home, lead me home. 
 

One: Let us pray together, 
 

All:  Holy One, help us this Advent season,  

 in the midst of an environmental crisis,  

 to heed the words of the poet,  

 “be joyful though you have considered all the 

 facts.”*  

 For we are a people of faith,  

 holding fast to your relentless, defiant joy  

 that cares not for empire or fear  

 but seeks and invites only wholeness.   
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 May the light of this candle  

 ever brighten our path and help us  

 to prepare and wait for the fulfillment of your 

 promises.   

 Our journey continues, Amen. 
*Wendell Berry, Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front  

 
Hymn:                       “Hope Is A Star”                     ♫ VU #7 
 

Men’s Chorus:  “Look Up, Children”      by Jay Althouse 

 

 Passing of the Peace 
 

One: The peace of Jesus is more than a greeting,  
 

All:  it is more than the wish for a life free of conflict. 
 

One: It is the peace that Jesus came to proclaim— 
 

All:  the harmony of a life of inclusion, justice and  
  acceptance. 
 

One: To pass the peace of Jesus is to wish upon your 
 neighbour a life of right relationship with God, with 
 others and with all of creation. 

 

All:  In this exchange we invite one another into the 
 community of God proclaimed by Jesus,  

 

One: and to which the Spirit calls and points. 
 In that Spirit I invite you to share the peace of Jesus 
 with your neighbour…May the peace of Jesus, the 
 Christ be with you… 

 

All:  And also with you. 
 

EXPLORING 

 
Ministry of Music:    “Light the Candle, Mary”   arr. by Brad Nix 

(soloists, Hannah Crawford and Lani Kerbl) 
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Prayer of Preparation 
 

All:  Holy One, help us to give voice  
 to the world altering news:  
 Love is coming to dwell among us! 
 Quicken our imaginations  
 to find new and creative ways 
 to proclaim the birth of Jesus.  Amen.  

 
Hymn:                    “All Earth Is Waiting”                  ♫ VU #5 

 

Pageant : “Hope for Today”—Written by Joscelyn 

Alexander & Rev. Joe Gaspar 

This play attempts to bring the story of Jesus’ birth into 

conversation with the most pressing issue of our day—

climate change.  As story opens a family is relaxing in their 

home, the news is on the T.V.  

Hymns During the Play:  

“To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary”  ♫ VU #14 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”              ♫ VU #64, vv. 1-3 
“Still, Still, Still”                                    ♫ VU #47 
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”               ♫ VU #43 
“From a Distant Home”                       ♫ VU #89  
“Joy to the World”                     ♫ VU #59 

 

RESPONDING 

 
“What Parkminster Means to Me”                   Barb Monteith 
 
Offering – invitation 
 

As our offering is being collected this morning, children and youth 

will be helping to collect the white gifts to bring forward during the 

dedication.  

If you are visiting with us or are new to Parkminster please do not 
feel obligated to participate in the offering, your presence is your 
gift to us. 
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Offertory:      “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella”                    
               arr. by Joel Raney 

(piano duet, Gillian Hobson and Neil Murray) 

 

Dedication:      “All Poor Ones and Humble”         ♫ VU #68 
 

Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him; 
our service he ne’er can despise; 

whose love still is able to show us that stable, 
where softly in manger he lies. 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

 Prayers of the People 
 

Lord’s Prayer Paraphrase 

All:  Radiant One: your Name shines within us,  
 outside us – even darkness shines in you.  
 Create your reign now,  
 that your one desire acts with ours,  
 as in all light so in all things.  
 Grant what we need each day in bread and   

  insight.  
 Forgive our hidden past, our secret shames,  
 as we forgive what others hide.  
 Keep us from forgetfulness,  
 the temptation of false appearances  
 and free us to walk your path with light and joy.  
 For from you arises every vision;  
 to you returns the birthing glory and light of the  

  cosmos.  Amen.                                       James Ravenscroft 

 
RETURNING 

 
Hymn:                     “My Soul Cries Out”               ♫ MV #120 
   
Commissioning and Blessing 
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 Sung Alleluia                  “Hallelujah”                    ♫ MV #32  
 

Halle, hallelujah, halle, hallelu, 
halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah! 

 

Postlude:                          “Noel 1”               by Claude Balbastre 

 
 

 

A rose is placed on the communion table today to celebrate the 
birth of Leo Atabong Fondong.  Our warmest congratulations to 
proud parents Sarah King and Kingsley Fondong.  Leo was born 
Monday, December 3, 2018.  Everyone is healthy and happy!  
Proud grandparents are Gregg and Lynda King. 

 
Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 

Greeters: ............................... The Klingenberg Family:  Clare, Jon, 
 ............................................... Charlie, Ellie & Mary 
Ushers: ................................. Andrea Gaspar, Jeanne Foster, Pat Smith, 
 ............................................... and Margo Foster-Cohen 
Lay Reader: .......................... Max Cohen 
Christmas Pageant: ............. All Parkminster Players!  
Soloists: ............................... Hannah Crawford and Lani Kerbl  
Pianists: ................................ Gillian Hobson and Bob Hudgins 
Counters: .............................. Ron Usaty, Dana Usaty 
A/V Coordinator: .................. Sandra Quehl 
A/V Operators: ..................... Colleen Usaty, Dana Usaty 
Chancel Arrangement: ........ Chancel Committee 
Coffee Hour Hosts: .............. Jean & Jack Wilson  
Coffee Hour Dessert: ........... Clare Klingenberg 
 

The Ministry of Parkminster: ….All of us 
Ministers: .............................. Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ............................................... Rev. Fred Monteith (ext. 22)  
 ............................................... Rev. Heather Power (on leave) 
Music Director: .................... Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator: ........... Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: ............................ Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 
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This Week Let Us Pray For 
 

World Council of Churches:  China, Hong Kong, Macau 
 

Faith Community Focus:  First United Church, Port Credit 
 

 

“WHAT’S UP AT PARKMINSTER!” 
 

For a detailed listing of events, activities & notices 
please refer to the “What’s UP” email sent out every Friday.   

 

If you have an announcement you’d like to include, please email the office with a 
brief message. Deadline is Thursday at 10:00 a.m. To receive “What’s UP” please 
contact the office.  A limited number of hardcopies are available in the Upper 
Hall. 

 

MINISTER COVERAGE: 

Rev. Joe will be on holidays starting December 25, returning January 2, 2019.  In 

his absence, please contact Rev. Fred Monteith ext. 22.   
 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Tuesday, December 25 – closed (stat) 
December 26, 27 & 28 – office open (10am – 3pm) 
December 31 – office open 10am - 3pm to receive end of year donations 
January 1 – closed (stat) 
January 2 – regular office hours resume (10am – 3pm) 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Including December PAR offerings, we’re getting closer to our 
targets. 
 

LOCAL:  As at December 10, Local Fund offerings are at $255,474…85% 
of our target for the year of $300,000. 
 

OUTREACH:  Outreach offerings are at $74,250…94% of the target of 
$80,000.  
 

        LOCAL FUND $300,000                       OUTREACH $80,000 
 

at 85% 
at 94% 
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Christmas at Parkminster 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE DECEMBER NIGHT 

TONIGHT! Sunday, December 16 at 7:00pm 

A delightful evening of music showcasing the musical talents 
of Parkminster and Bluevale Collegiate. Tickets: $10/person 
or $20/family. If you don’t have your tickets yet, you may 
purchase them at the door.  

 
 

THE LONGEST NIGHT 
Friday, December 21 at 7:00pm  
For some the Christmas season can bring with it 
reminders of pain, loss & emptiness. It is helpful to know 
we are not alone in these times. Please join us at 
Parkminster to gather in worship, share fellowship, and 
light a candle acknowledging our grief and loss. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
Monday, December 24 
7:00pm – Family service with lots of music 
10:00pm – Quiet, reflective service with communion, 
candlelight and carols   
 
 

       
      Sunday, December 30 
      10:00am – morning worship 
      Rev. Fred Monteith preaching 
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HELPFUL INFORMATION 

  
Posters:  To maintain a clear sight line for the office administrator and to keep our 
glass clean, please refrain from taping posters to the main entry doors.  Bulletin 
boards &/or “What’s UP” are great ways to advertise!  
 

Community Events:  Local events are posted on the bulletin board beside the 
Family Room. 
 

Lost and Found:  Misplaced something? Items that are discovered at church 
throughout the week are placed in the Lost and Found box across from the office.  
Feel free to have a look!   
 

Defibrillator:  A defibrillator is located on the wall at the top of the basement 
stairs.   
 

Wheelchair:   A wheelchair is stored in the custodian’s storage room (aka the 
penthouse).  Please return it after each use.  
 

First Aid Supplies:   A container of supplies is located on the top of the coat rack 
across from the office.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc. 


