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Sunday, December 23, 2018 
 

ADVENT 4:  LOVE  
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar, Rev. Heather Power, Rev. Fred Monteith 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
 

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude:            “And the Glory of the Lord”         by G.F. Handel 
       

Welcome  
 
Statement of Welcome  
 

One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by 
recognizing the First Nations on whose traditional 
land we make our spiritual home, the Anishnawbe 
(A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee (Ho di-no-
SHOW-nay), and the Neutral. We acknowledge, with 
regret, that this history has rarely been respectful. 
We commit to just relationship in the present. 

 
 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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All:  Seeking true community, we welcome all who 
have no church home, need strength, and are 
seeking deep meaning. Welcome to those who 
have doubts or who do not believe. Welcome to 
those whose faith is sure, and to those who 
believe, but who are asking large questions. 

 
One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome 

to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and 
children, couples, and single people. 

 
All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender 

identities, abilities, and sexual orientations.  
 
One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who 

is seeking an understanding of community and what 
it means to accompany one another. 

 
All: As we come together as church, we turn to one 

another with gratitude and pray that we will be 
strong together, faithful together, and loving 
together. We seek blessing as we welcome the 
great gift of spirit in us, through us, and among 
us.  

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy   
Week Four—LOVE 
 
One: Today marks the end of our Advent journey.   
  Each week we lit a candle to remind us of the 

 promises of God dwelling among us—hope, peace 
 and joy. We light these candles again this morning. 

 

(Three candles are lit—two blue and one pink) 

 
One: Today is the final Sunday of Advent and we come to  
  the promise at the very heart of God’s revelation in  
  Jesus’—love.  As we look to our warming world and 
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 see the powerful refuting the prophetic voices of 
 science, as  we see so many driven by fear of what they 
 may lose, as we feel guilt at our own complicity we 
 wonder, what is the place of love, of faith in all this?  In 
 our struggle, in  our wrestling with this question we light 
 this candle in faith remembering Mary's song.  We 
 remember Mary’s awe as she reflects on being chosen `
 to bear God for the world; “My soul magnifies the lord, 
 and my Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for God has 
 looked with favour on the lowliness of God’s servant, 
 surely from now all generations will be blessed.” 
 

 Love enters us, guides us in our lowliness—empty of 
 ego and control.  Love enters and guides when we risk 
 in spite of fear.  As we light this candle let us rejoice in 
 the possibilities of love to transform our world, let us sing 
 together (MV #221): 
  

I am walking a path of love, 
I am walking a path of love, 
I am walking a path of love, 

lead me home, lead me home. 
 

One: Let us pray. 
 
All:  God of pure self-giving love,  

 help us to reject the world’s economy of    
  scarcity.   

 Help us to embrace your economy of love and  
  abundance,  

 an economy where love begets more love,  
 where we have enough and are enough  
 to do your will in the world.   
 Grounded in gratitude for your love,  
 moved by your Spirit of love  
 help us to bear witness to your love as Mary did  
 by taking faithful, defiant action  
 to bring your creation back into harmony and  

  balance.   
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 Let love guide our discernment  
 as we seek to change our ways,  
 as we listen for your call  
 to use our gifts, our time, our power for climate  

  justice.   
 May it be so, that generations not yet born  
 may look back and see us as channels for   

  blessing. 
 Amen. 

 
Introit:         “My Soul Gives Glory To My God”     ♫ VU #899 

  

Passing of the Peace 

One: Friends welcome each other.  
 Welcome the stranger.  
 Welcome all who come.  
 As Jesus welcomed everyone,  
 regardless of background or social status;  
 as Jesus  welcomed enemies and friends,  
 outcasts and leaders, foreigners and neighbors,  
 let us open our hearts and homes and lives.  
 Let us be the Christ to everyone we meet.  
 In this Spirit I invite you to  
 share the peace of Jesus with your neighbour… 
 May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be with you… 

 

All:  And also with you. 
 

Adapted—Lisa Frenz https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-litanies/greeting-of-peace 

 

EXPLORING 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All:  Gentle teacher,  
    help us again to listen for angel voices.  
    Tune our ears to the whispers of grace  
    found in the midst of our homes, our schools,  
    our workplaces, our churches,  
    our souls.  Amen. 

Adapted from a prayer by Michael Lindvall  found at http://prayerbookblog.blogspot.com/2008/09/advent-and-christmas-
prayers-for.html 

https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
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Children’s Song:  “There was a Child in Galilee”  ♫ MV #134 

 
Story Time 

 

Following the story time, children and youth will leave for Sunday School 
activities! 
 

For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship Space at the back of 
the sanctuary. Each week, there will be an adult present so that the 
children can play and be cared for while parents worship. Parents are free 
to come and go from that space, according to the needs of their children. 

 

 Scripture—Luke 1: 26-38 (NT, pg. 56) 
 
Acclamation 
 

One: This is the Good News of Jesus. 
All:  Thanks be for this grace. 
 

Questions for Reflection 
 

> What is God doing today, here in our midst, too wonderful for our 
imaginations or our words? 
 

> In what ways have you been or are you being called to give birth 
to God in your family, workplace, community or world? 

 
Luke—  Three gospels* (good news) in the New Testament 
offer similar portraits of the life of Jesus; Luke is the third of 
them. Its author, traditionally Luke the physician who 
accompanied Paul on some of his missionary journeys, draws 
on three sources: Mark (via Matthew), a collection of sayings 
(known as Q for Quelle, German for source) and his own 
source. It is a gospel that emphasizes God's love for the poor, 
the disadvantaged, minorities, outcasts, sinners and lepers. 
Women play a more prominent part than in the other gospels. 
Luke never uses Semitic words; this is one argument for 
thinking that he wrote primarily for Gentiles. 

 The stories of Jesus—Mark and Matthew being the others. 
Chris Haslam http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/atksgm.shtml? 

  

Luke 1: 26-38  The presence of angels in the birth narratives in 
Luke’s Gospel is the ancient Jewish way of saying 
metaphorically that God was initiating a unique and self-
revealing event. As in the story of Abraham and Sarah in 
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Genesis 18 & 21, God acted beyond all expectations. The 
message of the angel Gabriel to Mary was the same: "Nothing 
shall be impossible with God." (Luke 1:37) 

John Shearman www.seemslikegod.org/Lectionary/YearB_Advent4.htm 

 
Ministry of Music:      “Heaven Everywhere”    

by Francesca Battistelli 
(The Band) 

 

Reflection 
(My reflections often contain material from other sources that are awkward to acknowledge when 
speaking.  Please pick up a copy of the sermon or check the website if you would like more 
information.) 

 
Hymn:                  “Long Before the Night”           ♫ VU #282 

 
RESPONDING 

 
Offering – invitation 
 

If you are visiting with us or are new to Parkminster please do not 
feel obligated to participate in the offering, your presence is your 
gift to us. 

 
Offertory:                    “A Huron Carol”    

(soloist, Kathleen Vanderlinden) 
 

 

Dedication:          “All Poor Ones and Humble”      ♫ VU #68 
 

Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him; 
our service he ne’er can despise; 

whose love still is able to show us that stable, 
where softly in manger he lies. 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord’s Prayer Paraphrase 
 

All:    God within us , God beyond us, God among us,  
May the Mystery always be named and  

known among all peoples and in all times.  
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May creation give way  

to the rule of love and the power of life.  

Satisfy our hunger, and grant us a  

hunger to see the whole world fed.  

Restore us to right relationship with You,  

with creation, with others, with ourselves.  

Strengthen us to reject all  

that would lead us away from You,  

Come to us when we choose death over life.  

Give us courage to follow your call in this moment.  

For in your love we find the only power,  

the only home, the only honour we will ever need,  

in this life and the life to come.  

Amen.  
Adapted from paraphrases found in the New Zealand Prayer Book (1989) and one by Sarah-Dylan Breuer found at 

http://www.theworshipwell.org/pdf/Lords_Prayer_Paraphrase.pdf 

 
RETURNING 

 
Hymn:              “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”        ♫ VU #1 

(vss. 1-3 & 7)  
 

Commissioning and Blessing 

  
Sung Alleluia                  “Hallelujah”                    ♫ MV #32  

 

Halle, hallelujah, halle, hallelu, 
halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah! 

 

Postlude:                 “Hallelujah Chorus”             by G.F. Handel 

 

* * * * * * * 
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Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 

Greeters: ............................... The Lefler Family: Katie, Tristan, Luke & Eli 
Ushers: ................................. Jeanne Foster, Margo Foster-Cohen, 
 ............................................... Emma Cohen, Max Cohen 
Lay Reader: .......................... Jon Klingenberg 
Soloist: ................................. Kathleen Vanderlinden 
The Band: ............................. Catriona Teves, Lee McWebb,  
 ............................................... John Watson, Jeff Stacey, Matt Watson, 
 ............................................... Angie & Neil Murray 
Counters: .............................. Marilyn Hill & Bud Adams 
A/V Coordinator: .................. Sandy Quehl 
A/V Operators: ..................... Owen Rudolph & Sandy Quehl 
Chancel Arrangement: ........ Chancel Committee 
Coffee Hour Hosts: .............. Jeanne Foster, Margo Foster-Cohen  
Coffee Hour Dessert: ........... Delores Benedik, Darlene Basse 
 

The Ministry of Parkminster: ….All of us 
Ministers: .............................. Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ............................................... Rev. Fred Monteith (ext. 22)  
 ............................................... Rev. Heather Power (on leave) 
Music Director: .................... Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator: ........... Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: ............................ Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 

This Week Let Us Pray For 
 

World Council of Churches:  Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Taiwan  
 

Faith Community Focus:  Wesley United Church, Fruitland 
 

 

“WHAT’S UP AT PARKMINSTER!” 
 

For a detailed listing of events, activities & notices 
please refer to the “What’s UP” email sent out every Friday. 

   
 

If you have an announcement you’d like to include, please email the office 
with a brief message. Deadline is Thursday at 10:00 a.m. To receive 

“What’s UP” please contact the office. 
 

A limited number of hardcopies are available in the Upper Hall. 
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MINISTER COVERAGE: 

Rev. Joe will be on holidays starting December 25, returning January 2, 

2019.  In his absence, please contact Rev. Fred Monteith ext. 22.   
 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Dec. 25 & 26 – closed Christmas & Boxing Day 
Dec. 27 & 28 – office open (10am – 3pm) 
Dec. 31 – office open 10am - 3pm to receive year-end offerings 
January 1 – closed New Year’s Day 
January 2 – regular office hours resume (10am – 3pm) 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF DECEMBER 20: 

 

We're nearly there!!  Sincere thanks for your wonderfully generous 

contributions. With two weeks yet to go, we're getting very close to our 

targets.  

LOCAL FUND OFFERINGS total $271,900 … 91% of the $300,000 

budget.  

Parkminster continues to demonstrate its very strong commitment to 

helping others. OUTREACH OFFERINGS total $77,025 … 96% of the 

$80,000 target. 

 

The church office will be open 10am – 3pm on Monday, Dec. 31 for 

those wishing to drop off their year-end offerings.  
 

 

        LOCAL FUND $300,000                       OUTREACH $80,000 
 

at 91% at 96% 
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Christmas at Parkminster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
  

Posters:  To maintain a clear sight line for the office administrator and to keep our 
glass clean, please refrain from taping posters to the main entry doors.  Bulletin 
boards &/or “What’s UP” are great ways to advertise!  
 

Community Events:  Local events are posted on the bulletin board beside the 
Family Room. 
 

Lost and Found:  Misplaced something? Items that are discovered at church 
throughout the week are placed in the Lost and Found box across from the office.  
Feel free to have a look!   
 

Defibrillator:  A defibrillator is located on the wall at the top of the basement 
stairs.   
 

Wheelchair:   A wheelchair is stored in the custodian’s storage room (aka the 
penthouse).  Please return it after each use.  
 

First Aid Supplies:   A container of supplies is located on the top of the coat rack 
across from the office.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc. 

 CHRISTMAS EVE  
 Monday, December 24 
 7:00pm – Family service with lots of music 
 10:00pm – Quiet, reflective service with communion, 
 candlelight and carols   
 

    Sunday, December 30 
    10:00am – morning worship 
    Rev. Fred Monteith preaching 
 
 
 

 
 


