Parkminster United Church
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion
December 24, 2018

“For a child has been born
for us…and he is named
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9: 6

PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH
275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON N2J 1N6
519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net | parkuc.ca

Monday, December 24, 2018
CHRISTMAS EVE
10:00pm
Candlelight Communion
Rev. Joe Gaspar, Rev. Fred Monteith, Rev. Heather Power
LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and
Bibles are available from the ushers.
BULLETIN NOTATIONS:
Signal to stand, for those who are able.
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book
Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at
Parkminster and would like to make sure you feel connected. Please take
a few minutes to fill out one of the white information envelopes found in
the pews and place it on the offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside
the office. Whether you'd like more information about Parkminster's
programs, want to request offering envelopes, or have a question about
becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, we'd love to
hear from you! Welcome!

GATHERING
Prelude:

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

arr. Mark Hayes

Welcome
Statement of Welcome
One: Today, we remember our relationship with First People
which has not always been healing and empowering.
With gratitude and respect, we recognize the tribes on
whose traditional land we make our spiritual home, the
Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee (Hodi-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral. We acknowledge
with regret, that this history has not always been
respectful. We commit to just relationship in the present.

All: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have
no church home, need strength, and are seeking
deep meaning. Welcome to those who have doubts
or who do not believe. Welcome to those whose
faith is sure, and to those who believe, but who are
asking large questions.
One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to
grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children,
couples, and single people.
All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities,
abilities, and sexual orientations.
One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who is
seeking an understanding of community and what it
means to accompany one another.
All: As we come together as church, we turn to one
another with gratitude and pray that we will be
strong together, faithful together, and loving
together. We seek blessing as we welcome the great
gift of spirit in us, through us, and among us.
Processional Hymn:

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

♫ VU #60

Christ Candle Lighting – The Promises are Fulfilled
One: After counting the weeks of Advent we have come to
Christmas Eve. The waiting is over, it’s time to burst out
in celebration; the promises of hope, peace, joy and
love are fulfilled for us in the birth of Jesus. We
remember the spirit of the words of the prophet Isaiah;
“The people who walked aimlessly in the dark, lost and
abandoned, have seen a great light; on them light has
shone, a path to salvation has revealed itself…” As we
light our Advent candles let us join together in prayer,
(the 4 outer candles of the wreath are lit)

All: With the coming of this light let there be hope. With
the coming of this light let there be peace. With the
coming of this light let there be joy. With the
coming of this light let there be love.
One: As we come to a time where we finally light the Christ
candle, proclaiming Emmanuel—God with us, we pause
to reflect on what this means for us in our time and
place as people of relative wealth and power in the
midst of a climate crisis. We light this candle
proclaiming the deep truths of our faith story. God loves
creation, enough to be one with it, in flesh and blood.
The One born among the animals is known, is revealed
in creation. We are called to remember and to live into
this truth. We light the Christ Candle celebrating a birth,
celebrating the inseparable oneness of God and
creation. As we do so, let us sing our joy…...
(The white Christ Candle is lit)

I am walking a path of grace,
am walking a path of grace,
I am walking a path of grace,
lead me home, lead me home,
I am home.

One: Let us pray together,
All: Vulnerable God, who comes to us a helpless
babe, inviting us to lay down our fear and open
our hearts.
Open us to your ways,
where power comes not by force or
manipulation
but by attraction and invitation,
speaking to the deepest places in ourselves,
where power does not seek to control but to
transform.
Holy One, help us to see you calling in the majesty
of creation,
help us to hear your invitation in the groans of
creation to new ways of relating to the earth and
each other.
Help us to learn from the wise ones,
setting aside power and privilege
to honour the Divine wherever you may be found—
in a small insignificant town, in a feeding trough,
in the warming air and oceans,
in the climate refugee and the polar bear.
Holy One, may we always live
with a deep gratitude for your incarnation,
your presence amongst us. Amen.
“Oh, How Joyfully”

Hymn:

♫ VU #57

Passing of the Peace
One:

Unto us a child is born,

All:

and his name shall be called the Prince of
Peace.

One:

For peace is the promise of Emmanuel-God with us.

All:

Let us share that promise with each other.

One:

The peace of Jesus the Christ be always with you.

All:

And also with you.

“Winter Snow”
by Audrey Assad
(Soloist: Bethany McMullen)

Ministry of Music:


PREPARING
Prayer
All:

Hymn:

Emmanuel: God, you are with us.
We have heard the promise of the prophets;
We have caught the notes of an angel’s song;
we have seen a star in the heavens, and we
have believed.
Tonight we have come to be with you because
you have come to be with us.
We seek an innocent, helpless baby in a
manger;
We seek a Messiah who will reign with justice;
And you, who are the weakest and the
strongest, the most humble and the most
mighty, have found us.
Now we find ourselves.
Now we may love each other, now we may truly
worship you,
Crying aloud with the heavenly host: “Glory to
God in the highest! Peace on earth and goodwill
among all people.” Amen.
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

♫ VU #44

EXPLORING
Prayer of Preparation
All:

Now, O Holy One, we enter sacred time, time
suspended, when history surrenders to
mystery, and we ourselves are taken in, and
taken up, by a love story, the mystery of this
Christmas birth. Amen.
Adapted from Bruce Sanguin ,If Darwin Prayed:Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics; Vancouver 2010

 Scripture — Isaiah 9: 2-7 (OT, pg. 638)
Luke 2: 1-20 (NT, pg. 58)
Acclamation:
One:
All:

May we treasure all these words,
And ponder them in our hearts.
“O Holy Night”
by Adolphe Adam
(Duet: Sandi McMullen & Lani Kerbl)

Ministry of Music:
Reflection


Hymn:

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

♫ VU #38

RESPONDING
Offering – invitation
If you are visiting with us or are new to Parkminster please do not feel
obligated to participate in the offering, your presence is your gift to us.

Offertory:
Dedication:

“Away in a Manger”
“All Poor Ones and Humble”

arr. Lloyd Larson
♫ VU #68

(refrain):
Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him;
Our service he ne’er can despise;
Whose love still is able to show us that stable,
Where softly in manger he lies.

Offering Prayer
Prayers of the People

Hymn:

“All Poor Ones and Humble”

♫ VU #68

CELEBRATING
One:

God is with us.

All:

God is within us!

One:

Open your hearts.

All:

Our hearts are open to the mystery of this night.

One:

Let the heavens rejoice.

All:

Let Earth be glad.

One:

On this night of unexpected angels, on this night of
guarding shepherds, on this night of awestruck
fathers, on this night of tired, wondering mothers,
and on this night of Abundant Life, we give thanks,
God of all Creation!

All:

Heaven and earth are full of your Glory!
Hosanna in the highest!

One:

We give you thanks that you have been with your
creation, from before it came to be. We give you
thanks that you continue to be with your creation –
in new life aborning, in times of calm, in times of
chaos, in death, and beyond! We give you thanks
that – no matter what we have done, or failed to do,
you invite us back into relationship with you; again
and again. We give you thanks that you have given
us the gift of your love – unearned, unasked for,
unbelievable – a gift filled with grace and wonder.
We give you thanks, God of all Creation!

All:

Heaven and earth are full of your Glory!
Hosanna in the highest!

One:

And so, with all Creation, with the earth, the sea,
the sky, and all creatures that live within it, we join
with your angels, and sing our joy:

“Gloria”

All:

♫ VU #37

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis, Deo!
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia!
One:

And you give us this great gift: Child of Life, Prince
of Peace, Emmanuel – God-with-us! In the birth of a
tiny baby, born on the edge, born in a shack, visited
by the poor, guarded by his parent’s love, you give
us yourself! Alleluia!

All:

Alleluia!

One:

Alleluia!

All:

Alleluia!

One:

Alleluia!

All:

Alleluia!

One:

He laughed with those who laughed, he grieved
with those who grieved, he listened and taught, but
most of all – he loved. He loved us with a love that
pointed us back to you. He loved us with a love that
shocked and challenged. He loved us with a love
that raised up the lowly, and sent the powerful away
to reflect and learn. He loved us into relationship
with You. Your Christmas gift to the world. Thank
you, loving God!

All:

Thank you, loving God!

One:

On the night before his life would be ended, ended
because overwhelming love can sometimes cause
fear to react in violent ways, Jesus sat with his
friends, celebrating, like we sit with our friends
celebrating. Together, they remembered the story of
the people of Israel, brought out of slavery by your
love. During the meal, Jesus took a loaf of bread
and blessed it, giving thanks to you, God, for your
gift of life. He broke the bread and passed it to his
friends saying, “This is my body, given for you.

Each time you eat this, remember me.” When the
meal was almost over, Jesus took a cup of wine,
and blessed it, giving thanks to you, God, for your
gift of love. He lifted the cup, passing it to his
friends, and said, “This is my life’s blood. This is my
promise. This is for you and the world. Each time
you drink this, remember me.” So we eat, we drink
and we remember. A tiny baby in a shack. A great
teacher. God-with-us-then and now.
All:

We remember!

One:

Send your Spirit upon these gifts, God of love, that
they, and we, might truly be Christ’s body, living his
love in the world, this Christmastide, every day, all
our lives.
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, God most
Holy, now and forever. Amen.

All:

Source of all life, Divine Mother and Father of us
all, may your name be held sacred by all
creation. May your kin-dom and your will be
lived here, (as it is lived by that great
communion of saints who have entered your
Household!) We ask that what we need – what
we really need – would be provided. We ask that
you would forgive my sins – and help me to
forgive the people who have sinned against me.
Keep me from that which would break me
completely. Help me to recognize, and stand in
the face of evil, knowing that you hold me safe.
Yours is the kin-dom. Yours is the power. Yours
is the glory. Not ours. Yours. Yesterday. Today.
Forever. Let it be so.

Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Wine
These are gifts of God for the people of God. Come for all is
now ready.
Sharing the Feast
(as you are given the bread and the juice you may respond with
“Amen” or “Thanks be to God”.)

Prayer after Communion
All:

For this Christmas gift, thank you, God. May its
sweetness be on our lips and in our hearts, as a
reminder of your love. Amen.
The Right Reverend Doctor Richard Bott, Moderator, The United Church of Canada

RETURNING
Lighting of the Candles
Hymn:

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

♫ VU #67

 Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude:

“He is Born, the Divine Christ Child”
arr. Douglas Wagner

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer this
evening:
Ushers: .................................Ken & Mary Willsie, Don & Carolyn Rudolph
Greeters: ...............................Don & Roxy Linkletter
Lay Reader: ..........................Justin Tensen
Duet:......................................Sandi McMullen, Lani Kerbl
Soloist:..................................Bethany McMullen
A/V Coordinator: ..................Sandy Quehl
A/V Operators: .....................Sandy Quehl, Owen Rudolph
Counters: ..............................Marilyn Hill and Bud Adams
Chancel Arrangements: ......Chancel Committee

The Ministry of Parkminster:…….. All of us
Ministers:……………. ………………Rev. Joe Gaspar (x23)
........................................................... Rev. Fred Monteith (x 22)
………………………………………….Rev. Heather Power (on leave)
Music Director:………………………Neil Murray (x 25)
Office Administrator:……………….Melanie Chisholm (x 21)
Custodian:………………………… …Allen Switzer (x 26)

May you carry the light of
Christmas in your heart today
and throughout the New Year.
~ Peace Be With You ~

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with congregational singing,
computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.

