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Monday, December 24, 2018
CHRISTMAS EVE
7:00pm
Family Service
Rev. Joe Gaspar, Rev. Fred Monteith, Rev. Heather Power
LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and
Bibles are available from the ushers.
BULLETIN NOTATIONS:
Signal to stand, for those who are able.
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book
Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at
Parkminster and would like to make sure you feel connected. Please take
a few minutes to fill out one of the white information envelopes found in
the pews and place it on the offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside
the office. Whether you'd like more information about Parkminster's
programs, want to request offering envelopes, or have a question about
becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, we'd love to
hear from you! Welcome!

GATHERING
Prelude:

“Emmanuel”

Love and the Outcome

Welcome
Statement of Welcome
One: Today, we remember our relationship with First People
which has not always been healing and empowering.
With gratitude and respect, we recognize the tribes on
whose traditional land we make our spiritual home,
the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee
(Ho-di-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.

We acknowledge with regret, that this history has not
always been respectful. We commit to just relationship
in the present.
All: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have
no church home, need strength, and are seeking
deep meaning. Welcome to those who have doubts
or who do not believe. Welcome to those whose
faith is sure, and to those who believe, but who are
asking large questions.
One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to
grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children,
couples, and single people.
All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities,
abilities, and sexual orientations.
One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who is
seeking an understanding of community and what it
means to accompany one another.
All: As we come together as church, we turn to one
another with gratitude and pray that we will be
strong together, faithful together, and loving
together. We seek blessing as we welcome the great
gift of spirit in us, through us, and among us.
Video Reflection-“We Are Bethlehem”
Processional Hymn:

“Joy to the World”

♫ VU #59

Christ Candle Lighting
One:

After counting the weeks of Advent we have come
to Christmas Eve. The waiting is over, it’s time to
burst out in celebration; the promises of hope,
peace, joy and love are fulfilled for us in the birth of
Jesus. We remember the spirit of the words of the
prophet Isaiah; “The people who walked aimlessly
in the dark, lost and abandoned, have seen a great
light; on them light has shone, a path to salvation

has revealed itself…” As we light our Advent
candles let us join together prayer,
(the 4 outer candles of the wreath are lit)
All:

With the coming of this light let there be hope.
With the coming of this light let there be peace.
With the coming of this light let there be joy.
With the coming of this light let there be love.

One:

As we come to a time where we finally light the
Christ Candle, proclaiming Emmanuel—God with
us, we pause to reflect on what this means for us in
our time and place as people of relative wealth and
power in the midst of a climate crisis. We light this
candle proclaiming the deep truths of our faith story.
God loves creation, enough to be one with it, in
flesh and blood. The One born among the animals
is known, is revealed in creation. We are called to
remember and to live into this truth. We light the
Christ candle celebrating a birth, celebrating the
inseparable oneness of God and creation. As we
do so, let us sing our joy…...
(the white Christ Candle is lit)

I am walking a path of grace,
am walking a path of grace,
I am walking a path of grace,
lead me home, lead me home,
I am home.

One:

Let us pray together,

All:

Vulnerable God, who comes to us a helpless
babe,
inviting us to lay down our fear and open our
hearts.
Open us to your ways,
where power comes not by force or
manipulation
but by attraction and invitation,
speaking to the deepest places in ourselves,
where power does not seek to control but to
transform.
Holy One, help us to see you calling in the
majesty of creation,
help us to hear your invitation in the groans of
creation
to new ways of relating to the earth and each
other.
Help us to learn from the wise ones,
setting aside power and privilege
to honour the Divine wherever you may be
found—
in a small insignificant town, in a feeding
trough,
in the warming air and oceans,
in the climate refugee and the polar bear.
Holy One, may we always live
with a deep gratitude for your incarnation,
your presence amongst us. Amen.

Hymn:

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

♫ VU #38

Passing of the Peace
One:

Unto us a child is born,

All:

and his name shall be called the Prince of
Peace.

One:

For peace is the promise of Emmanuel-God with us.

All:

Let us share that promise with each other.

One:

The peace of Jesus the Christ be always with you.

All:

And also with you.


EXPLORING
Ministry of Music: “Heaven Everywhere”
by Francesca Battistelli
Prayer of Preparation
All:

Hymn:

What a story!
God, born in the most unlikely place,
to the most unlikely people.
The story isn’t done,
God is still looking for places to be born,
not a perfect place, but a willing place.
May the story open our imperfect lives
to be that willing place.
May it be so. Amen.
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

♫ VU #43

Dramatic Reading—A Crazy Holy Idea
(Adapted from a story told by Barbara Brown Taylor)

 Scripture —Luke 2: 1-20 (Family Story Bible)
Hymns during the reading and scripture:
“’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” (lyrics on screen)
(In the spirit of reconciliation we are singing lyrics which more accurately reflect the specific
Wendat Indigenous culture from which the Huron Carol arose.)

“Away in a Manger”

♫ VU # 69

Video Reflection - “Birth Giver”
Reflection: “You Don’t Have to Believe Anything”

Hymn:

“Sing till Sundown”

♫ VU #78

RESPONDING
Offering – invitation
If you are visiting with us or are new to Parkminster please do not feel
obligated to participate in the offering, your presence is your gift to us.

Offertory:

“What a Glorious Night”

Dedication:

“All Poor Ones and Humble”

Sidewalk Prophets
♫ VU #68

(refrain):
Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him;
Our service he ne’er can despise;
Whose love still is able to show us that stable,
Where softly in manger he lies.
Offering Prayer

Hymn:

“What Child Is This”

♫ VU #74

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (from our faith tradition)
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
forever and ever.
Amen.
RETURNING
Lighting of the Candles
Hymn:

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

♫ VU #67

 Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude:

“Glory (Let There Be Peace)”

by Matt Maher

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer
this evening:
Ushers: ............................... Linda Bird, Dana Usaty,
............................................. Marilyn Hill & Bud Adams
Greeters: ............................. Colleen Usaty, Catriona Teves
The Band: ........................... Catriona Teves, Lee McWebb,
............................................. John Watson, Jeff Stacey, Matt Watson,
............................................. Colleen Usaty, Angie & Neil Murray
A/V Coordinator: ................ Sandy Quehl
A/V Operators: ................... Heather Watts & Sandy Quehl
Counters: ............................ Marilyn Hill and Bud Adams
Chancel Arrangements: .... Chancel Committee
The Ministry of Parkminster: ..........All of us
Ministers: ..........................................Rev. Joe Gaspar (x23)
...........................................................Rev. Fred Monteith (x 22)
………………………………………….Rev. Heather Power (on leave)
Music Director:…………… …………Neil Murray (x 25)
Office Administrator:……………….Melanie Chisholm (x 21)
Custodian:………………………… …Allen Switzer (x 26)
As you celebrate the glory of this miraculous season,
may your home be filled with hope, peace, joy and love.
May these blessings follow you throughout the New Year.
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with congregational singing,
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