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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 
275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 

519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net  | parkuc.ca 
 

 
 

Sunday, March 3, 2019 
T.C.O.W. Commissioning & Scouting Sunday 

 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 
LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 

This morning’s service is an all-ages, intergenerational service. 
Children and youth will remain upstairs this morning.  Sunday 
activities will resume next week. 
 

For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship Space at the 
back of the sanctuary.  Each week, there will be an adult present 
so that the children can play and be cared for while parents 
worship. Parents are free to come and go from that space, 
according to the needs of their children. 

 
Prelude     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”    arr. Joel Raney 
 
Welcome 
 
Statement of Welcome  
 

One: Today, we welcome the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers 
 who share our space here at Parkminster.  We 
 welcome their participation in today’s worship and offer 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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gratitude for each young life and the adults who lead 
them. 

 In gratitude and with respect we begin by recognizing 
the First Nations on whose traditional land we make 
our spiritual home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) 
the Haudenosaunee (Ho-di-no-SHOW-nay), and the 
Neutral.  We acknowledge, with regret, that this history 
has rarely been respectful.  We commit to just 
relationship in the present. 

All: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have 
no church home, need strength, and are seeking 
deep meaning.  Welcome to those who have 
doubts or who do not believe.  Welcome to those 
whose faith is sure, and to those who believe, but 
who are asking large questions. 

One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome 
to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and 
children, couples, and single people. 

All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities, 
abilities, and sexual orientations.  

One: Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who 
is seeking an understanding of community and what it 
means to accompany one another. 

All: As we come together as church, we turn to one 
another with gratitude and pray that we will be 
strong together, faithful together, and loving 
together.  We seek blessing as we welcome the 
great gift of spirit in us, through us, and among us.  

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Commissioning of T.C.O.W. Participants 
 

   One: Colleen and Abbie together we commission you to 
 go into the world with a daring and tender love.  May 
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 God's spirit open you to the wisdom of those you will 
 meet, deepen your sensitivity to new realities, and 
 give you strength for the challenges you will meet. 

  Colleen and Abbie:  I go to meet and to serve as I am  
        called and lead. 
   One: We give thanks for the vision that has inspired this 

 trip and your life.  We praise God for all those who 
 have made this trip possible through their 
 generosity.  We ask God to bless and protect you as 
 you travel and experience community with our 
 siblings in Colombia. 

 

 Bless the conversations, the service to others, the 
 struggles and triumphs, the pains and joys, that in all 
 these things your presence may be felt. 
 Bless our whole community as we uphold each other 
 in prayer until we are reunited again in worship. 
 

   All: In all times and places, may you know the 
 powerful presence of God's Spirit as your guide.  
 We are not alone.  Nothing can separate us in 
 God's love.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Call into Community 
 

   One: When children play on the streets of Kenya and 
 Afghanistan, Haiti and Syria, and here in Waterloo 
 and Kitchener. 

   All: Christ plays in ten thousand places. 
   One: When children create their own spaces for mystery  
  and wonder, 
   All: Christ plays in ten thousand places. 
   One: When children play outdoors for the pleasure and joy  
  of being able to, 
   All: Christ plays in ten thousand places. 
   One: When children tumble and chase, play-fight and   
  climb trees, 
   All: Christ plays in ten thousand places.      
  We gather in community celebrating who we are  
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  in God’s eyes—beloved and beautiful—God’s  
  partners at play. 
 
Introit          “Dance with the Spirit”                 ♫ MV #156 

During the Introit, Scouts, Cubs & Beavers  
will process with their flags 

 
Passing of the Peace  
   

   One: Friends welcome each other.  
 Welcome the stranger.  
 Welcome all who come.  
 As Jesus welcomed everyone,  
 regardless of background or social status;  
 as Jesus  welcomed enemies and friends,  
 outcasts and leaders, foreigners and neighbours,  
 let us open our hearts and homes and lives.  
 Let us be the Christ to everyone we meet.  
 In this Spirit I invite you to share the peace of Jesus 

with your neighbour… 
 May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be with you… 

   All: And also with you. 
Adapted—Lisa Frenz https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
litanies/greeting-of-peace 

 
EXPLORING 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 

   One: Let me huddle in the muddle of a slush-delicious 
 mess! 
 Grass stain green on my knees and bestest dress. 
 Let me jump in the jungle of the trees in my yard 
 I can chirp like the birds if I listen extra hard. 

 

   All: Let me run in the sun on an August afternoon 
 Skip in the rain to a rain-drop dripping tune. 
 Let me hop like a rabbit as it scurries on its way 
 Let me see, let me touch, let me find, let me play! 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
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    One: Let me leap like a leopard over shadows that I see! 
 Run like an antelope where antelopes run free 
 Let me giggle in the gaggle of a tag-playing gang 
 Let me out, let me in, let me shout, let me bang! 

 

    All: Give me rules to be fair, give me lessons how to   
   share 

  But let me wriggle as I figgle all about what is  
  there 
  Let me clamber over boulders! 
  Climb the highest hills I find— 
  Let me do it now and then on my very own time! 

 

    One: In the stormiest of weather 
  Let us play all together— 
  Because everyone’s 
  On everybody’s team. 

 

    All: In the running and the why-ing 
  In the funning and the sky-flying 
  In the hopping and the trying 
  In the hoping and the high-five-ing 
 

    One:  Let us play. 
  Let us play 
  Let us dream! 
 *Sheree Fitch-Used with permission. 

 
Hymn:                  “Your Love Is Amazing”              ♫ MV #26 

 
Scripture   Matthew 6: 25-34 (Family Story Bible)  

 

    One: This is the good news of Jesus. 
     All: Thanks be for this wisdom. 
 
Ministry of Music       “African Canticle”       by David Angerman 

(Soloists: Kevin Smith, Ted Oldfield, and Xander Bechard 
  Percussionists: Lee McWebb and Matt Watson) 

 

Reflection/Interaction 
 
Hymn:          “This Is God’s Wondrous World”           ♫ VU #296 
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RESPONDING 
 
Offering Invitation 
If you are visiting with us or are new to Parkminster please do not 
feel obligated to participate in the offering, your presence is your 
gift to us. 
 
Offertory                     “I Cannot Tell”            arr. by Larry Shackley 
 

Dedication:   “Christ Has No Body Now but Yours”  ♫ MV #171 
 

Christ has no body now but yours,  
no hands but yours. 

Here on this earth, yours is the work,  
to serve with the joy of compassion. 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

Prayers of the People   “Spirit, Open My Heart”     ♫ MV #79 
 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 

Spirit, open my heart. 
 

    One: Lord we thank you for people 
    All: We thank you for our parents and grandparents; 

 brothers and sisters; teachers and friends. 
    One: Lord we thank you for our city 
    All: We thank you for our church building, our 

 homes and our schools, for places to work and 
 places to play. 

    One: Lord, we thank you for nature 
     All: We thank you for the rocks, the trees, the   
  animals and the birds. 
    One: Lord, we thank you for water 
    All: We thank you for rivers and stream; oceans and  
  lakes. 
    One: Lord we thank you for our bodies 
    All: We thank you for eyes that can see, feet that can 

 move, ears that can hear, fingers that can touch. 
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    One: Lord we thank you for our food 
   All: We thank you for cereal, sandwiches and 

 cookies to eat; apples that crunch and we most 
 definitely thank you for chocolate! 

 

    One: Now Lord, we want to offer up our concerns.  We 
 pray for people who live in fear 

    All: People who are abused; live in poverty or who  
  do not have a home. 
    One: We pray for places where your peace is not known 
    All: Places at war, homes in turmoil, towns where  
  industries are shut down. 
    One: We pray for the environment 
    All: Where nature is needlessly destroyed.   
  Where pollution kills living things.  
    One: We pray for bodies that are broken 
    All: Where people that are suffering from illness and     
  need your healing.  
    One: We pray for people who do not have enough to eat  
    All: Where jobs are few and food is scarce.  
    One: We pray for a world where all people may 

 experience your spirit living inside of them 
    All: We pray for a world that may know your love and  

 your peace.  
    One: We pray for those we know and love… 
 
Lord’s Prayer – Paraphrase 
 

 All: Our God, loving Parent, 
 Your name is holy. 
 May your peace come. 
 May we live in the world, 
 the way you live in heaven. 
 Give us enough food to share every day. 
 Help us know what is good and bad. 
 Help us forgive our friends and family; 
 Keep us from all danger. 
 For the earth, seas, skies – all is Yours. 
 Forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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RETURNING 
 

Hymn:                   “It Only Takes a Spark”            ♫ VU #289 
 
Commissioning and Blessing 

    One: Go into the world: 
 Dance, laugh, sing and create. 

    All: We go with the assurance of your blessing, O God. 
 

    One: Go into the world: 
 Risk, explore, discover and love. 

    All: We go with the assurance of your grace, O God. 
 

    One: Go into the world: 
 Believe, hope, struggle, and remember. 

    All: We go with the assurance of your love, O God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 
Sung Alleluia                    “Alleluia”                            ♫ MV #52 

 

Alle, alle, alleluia! 
Alle, alle, allelu, alle, alleluia! 

 
Postlude                      “Allegro”         by Johann Gottfried Walther  
 
 

*This service is adapted from one prepared by Janice MacLean © 
2011 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada.  
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial 
Share Alike Licence. 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY:  Please join us March 6th, 7:00pm at 
Emmanuel United on the corner of Bridgeport and Albert for 
a shared Ash Wednesday service of the Waterloo United 
Churches.  That evening is a busy one at Emmanuel, we are 
being asked to save the parking lot spaces for people with 
mobility issues. 
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Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 
Greeters: ............................... Alan and Audrey Babensee   
Ushers: ................................. Henry Tensen, Laura Hamilton,  
 ............................................... Susan and John Bain 
Counters: .............................. Susan and John Bain 
A/V Coordinator: .................. Sandy Quehl 
A/V Operator: ....................... Sandy Quehl and Heather Watts 
Chancel Arrangement: ........ Karen Quehl 
Coffee Hour Hosts ............... Liz and Bob Forde 
Coffee Hour Desserts .......... Laura Hamilton 
The Ministry of Parkminster: ….All of us 
Ministers: .............................. Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ............................................... Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: .................... Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator: ........... Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: ............................ Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 
 
 

 
 

This Week Let Us Pray For: 
 

World Council of Churches:  
Ireland, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales 

 

Western Ontario Waterways:  
Annan-Woodford Pastoral Charge, Owen Sound 

  
 
 

 

“WHAT’S UP AT PARKMINSTER!” 
 

For a detailed listing of events, activities & notices 
please refer to the “What’s UP” email sent out every 
Friday.  If you have an announcement you’d like to include,  
please email the office with a brief message.  Deadline is 
Thursday at 10:00a.m.  To receive “What’s UP” please 
contact the office.  A limited number of hardcopies are 
available on the table in the Upper Hall. 
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POP-UP Committee:  A pop-up committee is being created 
to look at options for revamping the area at the back of the 
sanctuary known as the infant and toddler room. The hope is 
to update the space creating a more inclusive, inviting space 
to worship for all. If you are interested in being a part of this 
project, please contact Andrea Gaspar 
(agaspar6789@gmail.com) or Rev. Heather Power 
(revheather.parkminster@gmail.com). 
 
Council Bites:  This is a quick summary of PUC Council 
actions. For more information please request a copy of the 
minutes from the church office. 

~ We welcomed Kathy Shortt as the new Chair of Council, 
Maureen Crawford as the new Community Liaison, and 
Jennifer Allan who has moved out of the Community Liaison 
role into the Vice-Chair position. 

~ Council reviewed and discussed a report from a sub-
committee that made suggestions based on Council 
members’ evaluation of the re-vamped governance 
structure. We are committed to having better and more 
varied communication between council, committees, and the 
congregation.  

~ We are creating a document which would assist 
committees and Council with decision making. 

 

FREE KID’S STUFF:  The church is doing some “editing” 
(aka decluttering) in the Nursery.  Have a look downstairs 
after church.  Free items are in the front section of the 
Nursery.  Do NOT take items on the far side of the divider. 

 
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc. 
 

 

mailto:agaspar6789@gmail.com
mailto:revheather.parkminster@gmail.com
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On the Path to Just Relationship 

With Indigenous Neighbours 
 

Hosted by Parkminster United Church 
 

All Are Welcome. 
 

Come to any or all events. 
 

Sunday, March 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Film "Colonization Road" (49 min.), discussion following. 

 
Book Study 

21 Things You May Not Know About the Indian Act 
Two times: Wednesdays 1:30-3:00pm starting March 6 or     

Sundays 7:00-8:30pm starting March 10. 
 If interested or to order a book 

contact Roxy Linkletter 519-725-4535. 
 

Sunday, April 28, 7:00 p.m. 
Film "Reserve 107" (33 min), discussion following. 

 
On Your Own 

Documentary series "First Contact" 
3 videos (45 min. each). 

Watch at home online (https://aptn.ca/firstcontact/video/). 
 

All events are free. 
 

https://aptn.ca/firstcontact/video/

