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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 

275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 
519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net  | parkuc.ca 

 

 
 

Sunday, May 5, 2019 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
 

New Member & Confirmation Sunday 
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 

Prelude                    "Holy, Holy, Holy"           arr. by Joel Raney 

 
Welcome 
 
Statement of Welcome  
 

One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by    

  recognizing the First Nations on whose traditional  

  land we make our spiritual home, the Anishnawbe  

  (A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee (Ho-di-no-  

  SHOW-nay), and the Neutral. We acknowledge, with 

  regret, that this history has rarely been respectful.  

  We commit to just relationship in the present. 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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All:  Seeking true community, we welcome all who  

  have no church home, need strength, and are  

  seeking deep meaning. Welcome to those who  

  have doubts or who do not believe. Welcome to  

  those whose faith is sure, and to those who   

  believe, but who are asking large questions. 

One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome 

  to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and   

  children, couples, and single people. 

All:  Welcome to people of all colours, gender    

  identities, abilities, and sexual orientations.  

One:  Welcome to each who is searching for meaning, who 

  is seeking an understanding of community and what  

  it means to accompany one another. 

All:  As we come together as church, we turn to one  
  another with gratitude and pray that we will be  
  strong together, faithful together, and loving   
  together. We seek blessing as we welcome the  
  great gift of spirit in us, through us, and among  
  us.  

 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Call into Community  
 

One: God is Holy Mystery, 
 

All:  beyond complete knowledge, above perfect 
 description. 

 

One: Yet, in love, the one eternal God seeks relationship. 
 

All:  Grateful for God’s loving action, we cannot keep 
 from singing. 

 

One: We offer worship as an outpouring of gratitude and 
 awe and a practice of opening ourselves to God’s 
 still, small voice of comfort, to God’s rushing 
 whirlwind of challenge. 
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All:  Through word, music, art and sacrament, in 
 community and in solitude, God changes our 
 lives, our relationships, and our world.  We sing 
 with trust. 

From A Song of Faith, The United Church of Canada, 2006 

 
Introit:         “As the Deer Pants for the Water”     ♫ VU #766 
 

Passing of the Peace  
   

One: God is the source of peace within us.    
 

All:  In humility and surrender let us claim it.   
 

One: Jesus is the way of peace among us.   
 

All:  With courage and faith let us live it.   
 

One: The Holy Spirit is the unity of peace between us.   
 

All:  With generosity and joy let us share it.  
 

One: May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be with you…   
 

All:  And also with you.   
Adapted from Rex A. Hunt 

http://www.rexaehuntprogressive.com/liturgy_collection/year_b_liturgy_collection/year_b_pentecostafter/pentecostb245201
5.html 

 

Celebrating Our Confirmands and New Members 

Opening Statement 

One: Today we celebrate that Gabriel, Shadow, Skye, 

 Owen, Nancy, Gillian and Trevor have found a home 

 here. They have heard God call them beloved, and 

 feel beloved by this congregation. Now they seek to 

 deepen their relationship and commitment to this 

 church community.  Let us pray. 

All:  Loving God, we thank you for the life journey 

 that brought Gabriel, Shadow, Skye, Owen, 

 Nancy, Gillian and Trevor to join our church 

 today. We celebrate the unique impact they will 

 make here and already have made here, through 

 their presence, gifts and talents.  May this 

http://www.rexaehuntprogressive.com/liturgy_collection/year_b_liturgy_collection/year_b_pentecostafter/pentecostb2452015.html
http://www.rexaehuntprogressive.com/liturgy_collection/year_b_liturgy_collection/year_b_pentecostafter/pentecostb2452015.html
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 congregation offer support in times of trouble 

 and rejoice with them always.  May our church 

 home strengthen their faith and deepen their 

 sense of community.  All this we pray in the 

 name of Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

 

Hymn:                  “Three Things I Promise”        ♫ MV #176 
vv. 1 – 2 

 
Presentation of Confirmands and New Members 
—Kathy Shortt, Chair of Council 
 

One: On behalf of Parkminster United Church, I present 

 the following persons who seek to become members 

 and profess their faith: 

New Members: Gillian and Trevor Hobson 

 Nancy Dykstra  

Confirmands: Gabriel Bruce 

 Shadow Power 

 Skye Power 

 Owen Rudolph 
 

Profession of Faith and Promises 

One: Today we make a covenant, one with another. We 

 make promises to one another, before God, so that 

 we can depend on each other through good times 

 and hard times. You have a church and a people. 

 And so now we ask you: 

  Do you believe in God, Source of love;  

 in Jesus the Christ, love incarnate;  

 and in the Holy Spirit, love’s power?   

 I do, by the grace of God. 
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Trusting in God alone and the path walked by Jesus,  
will you turn from the forces of evil, and renounce their 
power?   
Will you seek justice and witness to God's love for all 
creation? 
I will, God being my helper. 

 

Will you join with your brothers and sisters in this 

congregation to share in the life, work, and ministry of 

Jesus Christ? 

I will, God being my helper. 
 
With your love, God will love. With your hands, God will 
touch the city. With your lives, God will bring justice and 
compassion to the world.    
 

Congregational Commitment  

One: Let us pledge to our new members our support and 

 care.  

All:  We joyfully welcome you into the common life of 

 our church. We promise you our friendship and 

 prayers as we share in the hopes and mission of 

 this church. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may 

 we grow together in faith and be witnesses to the 

 love of God and the peace of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Affirmation of Faith – New Creed  

All:  We are not alone,  

 we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God:  

 who has created and is creating, 

 who has come in Jesus,  

 the Word made flesh, 

 to reconcile and make new,  

 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

 We trust in God.   
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We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence,  

to live with respect in Creation, 

to love and serve others,  

to seek justice and resist evil, 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us.  We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Welcome and Presentation to New Members 

 
 Hymn:               “Three Things I Promise”            ♫ MV #176  

vv.3-4 

The Confirmation and Laying on of Hands 

One: …, may the power of the Holy Spirit work within you, 

 that being born of water and the Spirit, you may 

 continue to be a faithful witness of Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen.  (after each confirmand) 

 

Presentation of Certificates, Candles and Bibles  

 

Blessing 
 

All:  The grace of Christ attend you,  

 the love of God surround you,  

 the Holy Spirit keep you. 

 Amen. 
 

 Hymn:               “Three Things I Promise”            ♫ MV #176  

vv.5-6 
 

Following the confirmations and reception of new members children will 

leave for Sunday Morning Activities. Happy Learning!  Youth in Grade 7 

and up are invited to stay for the remainder of the service. 
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For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship Space at the back of 

the sanctuary. Each week, there will be an adult present so that the 

children can play and be cared for while parents worship. Parents are free 

to come and go from that space, according to the needs of their children. 

 
EXPLORING 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 

All:  Holy One, Scripture is our song for the journey,  
  the living word passed on  
  from generation to generation 
  to guide and inspire. 
  Bless our listening and our pondering  
  that we might wrestle a holy revelation  
  for our time and place  
  from the human witness  
  to Your work in another era.  
  As we hear these words of faith,  
  Fill us with anticipation to be  
  not just hearers, but doers of the word. Amen. 

Adapted from A Song of Faith, The United Church of Canada, 2006, adapted. 

 

Ministry of Music:   “This Joyous Celebration”       
by Patrick Meyer 

(Cast in Bronze handbell choir) 
 

 Scripture —1 Corinthians 12: 5-12  
(The Message: The Bible in Contemporary English) 
 

Acclamation 
 
 

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
 

All:     Thanks be for this grace. 

 
Ministry of Music:   “Christ Be in My Waking”       

arr. by Larry Shackley 
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Reflections on Confirmation— 

 The Confirmation Class of 2019 
 

Hymn:        “How Lovely Is Your Dwelling Place”    ♫ MV #29 

 
RESPONDING 

 

Offering Invitation 
 

If you are visiting with us or are new to Parkminster please do not feel 
obligated to participate in the offering, your presence is your gift to us. 
 
Offertory                  “A Change in Me”             by Alan Menken  

(Quinton J. Hobson, soloist and Gillian Hobson, accompanist)           
 

Dedication:  “Christ Has No Body Now but Yours”  ♫ MV #171 
 

Christ has no body now but yours, no hands but yours. 
Here on this earth, yours is the work, 
to serve with the joy of compassion. 

 

Offering Prayer 
    

Prayers of the People   “Spirit, Open My Heart”     ♫ MV #79 
 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 

Spirit, open my heart. 

 
Lord’s Prayer   (from our faith tradition)              ♫ VU # 959   
 

All:  Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name, 
 thy kingdom come, your will be done,  
 on earth, as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the trial and deliver us from evil 
 for the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

 are yours, now and forever.  
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RETURNING 
 

Hymn:              “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”         ♫ VU #509 
 

Commissioning and Blessing 
 

Sung Alleluia               “Alleluia”                                   ♫ MV #52 
 

Alle, alle, alleluia! 
Alle, alle, allelu, alle, alleluia! 

  
Postlude                    "Rondeau"            by Jean-Joseph Mouret  
 

 

The flowers in the Sanctuary today are placed in memory of 

Wendy Ridgway's sister, Carolyn Bragg, who passed away 

peacefully on April 30th.  Carolyn courageously endured an 8 

year battle with Alzheimers, and we ask for prayers for her 

family.  A private family service was held Friday, May 3rd.  

 

Thank you to all who participated in today’s service and to those 

who coordinated the special coffee hour afterwards.  

A special thank you to the Confirmation Class of 2019 for their 

leadership this morning. 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer in 
various ways this Sunday: 
 

Greeters: .................................... Lynn Harper, Thelma Van Camp 
Ushers: ...................................... Rob Hehl & Kathy Hagedorn Hehl;  
 .................................................... Swain & Thelma Van Camp 
Scripture Reading: ................... Wendy Rudd 
Guest Musicians: ...................... Quinton J. Hobson, Gillian Hobson 
Sunday Activity Leaders: ........ Lynn Harper, Franceen Wagner and 
 .................................................... Rob Vanderlinden 
A/V Coordinator: ....................... Sandy Quehl 
A/V Operators: .......................... Heather Watts & Sandy Quehl 
Counters: ................................... Marilyn Hill & Bud Adams 
Chancel Arrangement: ............. Thelma Van Camp 
Coffee Hour Hosts: ................... Wilma & John Bakelaar 
Coffee Hour Dessert: ............... celebration cake! 
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The Ministry of Parkminster: ….All of us 
Ministers: ................................... Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 .................................................... Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: ......................... Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:................ Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: ................................. Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 

This Week Let Us Pray For: 
 

World Council of Churches  
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 

 

Western Ontario Waterways  
Kirkton-Woodham United Church, Kirkton 

 
 

“WHAT’S UP AT PARKMINSTER!” 

For a detailed listing of events, activities & notices please refer to the 

“What’s UP” email sent out every Friday.  If you have an 

announcement you’d like to include, please email the office with a brief 

message. Deadline is Thursday at 10:00a.m. To receive “What’s UP” 

please contact the office. A limited number of hardcopies are available 

on the table in the Upper Hall. 

 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM:   
 

Each month your Stewardship Team offers a “Why I Give” segment in the 
service.  Many of you have your own personal reasons why you give, not 
just to Parkminster, but why you give in general.  Ultimately we give 
because we believe in the organization to which we are giving.  
Parkminster is a dynamic community of faith standing up for social justice 
issues and providing help for our marginalized.  Today we want to share 
with you the quarterly financial report provided by your Finance Team.  
This report is not to cause concern but is to keep you in the loop.  Your 
church is committed to being transparent in the way we share information. 
 

As you know, the budget presented at the Annual Meeting projected a 
$24,000 deficit for 2019, based on the level of offerings and other revenue 
in 2018.  This is taking into account an anticipated increase in operating 
costs.  However, that's a projection we don't want to meet! 
 

As of the end of March, our operating costs are exceeding revenue by 
$15,500. While it is not unusual to be in deficit as we approach the 
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summer, we are suggesting that before we depart to our summer 
activities, everyone to add just a bit each week to your offering...the cost 
of a few cups of coffee.  You can decide whether that is the cost of a 
Starbucks or a Tim Hortons; that little extra from everyone will avoid a 
deficit at year-end.  And like the free coffee at Tim's and McDonalds, after 
seven purchases we'll celebrate and say thanks by providing free coffee 
every Sunday in the gym following the service! 
Your Stewardship and Finance Teams are committed to keeping you 
informed.  We are a strong vibrant community of faith, full of enthusiasm 
and motivated to help each other and the community outside our doors.  
You are all inspirations.  
 

Thank you for your dedication and vision.  Your Stewardship Committee 
 

 

POTLUCK DINNER with DEBAJEHMUJIG THEATRE GROUP:   
Please join us on Wednesday, May 8th, to share a potluck dinner with the 
Debajehmujig Theatre Group of Manitoulan Island*. We will gather in our 
Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm and have dinner at 6:30pm.  All are 
welcome! Please bring a dish to share.**  
(Hey, bell choir, you can come for dinner and then make beautiful music 
afterwards!)  
 

* "Debaj" Theatre will be in KW May 6-11 to facilitate the Waterloo 

Storytelling Project, a community-wide learning experience about our 

relationships with the land and with each other.  Each night of the week 

they will participate in a potluck hosted by a faith community. On Saturday 

evening (May 11) the culminating play will be performed at UW.  
 

**If you can, please let Nancy Dykstra know if you are planning to come. 
(nancydykstra@gmail.com or 519-744-9908).  Thank you.  Hope to see 
you there! 
 

Parkminster was instrumental in helping to launch this project by 

supporting a grant application through the United Church Justice and 

Reconciliation Fund.  See more info on the bulletin board in the Upper Hall 

and find the link to play tickets in our weekly “What’sUP!” email.   
 

 

 
 

 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc. 
 

mailto:nancydykstra@gmail.com

