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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 

275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 
519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net  | parkuc.ca 

 

 
 

Sunday, November 24, 2019 
Baptism Sunday 

 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude/Christ Candle Lighting  
          “I Love to Tell the Story”                                arr. Joel Haney  
 

Welcome 
 

Statement of Welcome 
  

One:  In gratitude and with respect we begin by recognizing the  
  First Nations on whose traditional land we make our   
  spiritual home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the   
  Haudenosaunee (Ho- di-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.  

 

All: We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has 
rarely been respectful. We commit to just relationship 
in the present. 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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One:  Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize Earth 
as our mother upon whose water, air and soil we depend 
for our lives and our well-being.   

 

All: In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge that, 
as a species, we have not acted with respect for our 
precious planet.  We commit to learning and 
practising better stewardship. 

 

One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no 
 church home, need strength, and are seeking deep 
 meaning. 

  
All:   Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not  

  believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and to  
  those who believe, but who are asking large    
  questions. 

 

One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to  
  grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children,  
  couples, and single people. 

 

All:   Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities,  
  abilities, and sexual orientations.  

 

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of   
  community and what it means to accompany one another. 

 

All:   As we come together as church, we turn to one   
  another with gratitude and pray that we will be strong  
  together, faithful together, and loving together. We  
  seek blessing as we welcome the great gift of spirit in  
  us, through us, and among us. 

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Call into Community 

 

One: One day the way of Jesus will rule every heart, 
 

All:  And then all that has divided us will merge  
 

One: And then compassion will be wedded to power  
 

All:  And then both men and women will be gentle 
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One: And then both women and men will be strong 
 

All:  And then no person will be subject to another’s will  
 

One: And then all will share equally in the Earth’s abundance 
 

All:  And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the 
old 
 

One: And then all will nourish the young 
 

All:  And then creation will live in harmony 
 

One: And then everywhere will be called Eden once again. 
 

All:  Until then we gather—to wait, to remember, to hope,  
 to be, together as one. 

Adapted from Celebrate God’s Presence 

 
Hymn                         “God of the Bible”                      ♫ MV #28 
 

Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Jesus is more than a greeting,  
 

All:  it is more than the wish for a life free of  
  conflict. 
 

One: It is the peace that Jesus came to proclaim— 
 

All:  the harmony of a life of inclusion, justice and    
  acceptance. 
 

One: To pass the peace of Jesus is to wish upon your neighbor 
 a life of right relationship with God, with others and with all 
 of creation. 

 

All:  In this exchange we invite one another into the 
 community of God proclaimed by Jesus, 

 

One: and to which the Spirit calls and points. 
 In that Spirit I invite you to share the peace of Jesus with 
 your neighbour…May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be 
 with you… 

 

All: And also with you. 
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CELEBRATING-SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 

Video Reflection-Named Beloved, Rachel Held Evans  
   
Hymn             “Out of Deep Unordered Water”              ♫ VU#453  

vss. 2 & 3 

Statement of Purpose 
  
One: Paul wrote, "When anyone is in Christ, that person is a 

new being; the old is gone, the new has come.”  My 
brothers and sisters, we gather now to celebrate the gift of 
grace that is given to us through the sacrament of Holy 
Baptism.  In the act of Baptism we celebrate these 
children of God.  We celebrate that their parents wish to 
raise them in a community of faith guided by the ways of 
Jesus and the power of the Spirit.  We affirm our care and 
support for the children and their families.  The church is a 
community of people with varied gifts, united by the Holy 
Spirit.  We gather to celebrate God’s presence, to discern 
God’s truth, and to follow the way of Jesus.  By our 
baptism we are made members of Christ’s church. We 
exercise this membership in the denomination to which we 
belong, which for us is The United Church of Canada, and 
within the context of a local community of faith. We are 
now to welcome into this congregation those who are 
already members of the church of Jesus Christ and who 
wish to join this church community on our journey of faith.  

 

Presentation of Candidates-Kathy Shortt (Chair of Council)  

One: On behalf of Parkminster United Church I present the 
 following candidates for initiation into the body of Christ 
 through baptism: 

 
Colin George Peter Bruce  

child of Sarah and Matt Bruce 
 

Charles Christopher Pease  
child of Geoff and Kate Pease, brother to Xander 
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Profession of Faith and Promises 
 

 Do you entrust your life to God, Source of love;  
to Jesus the Christ, love incarnate;  
and to the Holy Spirit, love’s power.   

 I do, by the grace of God. 
 

Trusting in God alone and the path walked by Jesus,  
will you turn from the forces of evil, and renounce their power?   
Will you seek justice and witness to God's love for all creation? 
I will, God being my helper. 
 

Will you join  
with your brothers and sisters in this congregation  
to share in the life, work, and ministry of Jesus Christ? 
I will, God being my helper. 

 

 Will you pray for your child or godchild, encourage them by 
your words and actions, and walk with them in the way of 
Jesus? 
I will, God being my helper. 

 

Congregational Commitment 
 

One: Let us pledge to our new members and our baptismal 
 families our support and care.  

 

All:  As a baptized and baptizing people, 
 we commit ourselves to support and uphold you 
 within the community of faith. 

 

One: May God grant us all the grace to live out our baptism.   
 

All:  Amen. 
 

Affirmation of Faith – New Creed  
 

All:  We are not alone,  
 we live in God’s world. 
 We believe in God:  
 who has created and is creating, 
 who has come in Jesus,  
 the Word made flesh, 
 to reconcile and make new,  
 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
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 We trust in God.   
 We are called to be the Church: 
 to celebrate God’s presence,  
 to live with respect in Creation, 

to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us.  We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Pouring of Water 
 

One: In God’s goodness, we have been given the gift and sign  
  of water. 

 In the beginning, God’s Spirit was at work,  
 brooding over the waters of creation and birth. 
 As the water is poured, we recall  
 Isaiah’s promise: “waters shall break forth in the 
 wilderness and streams in the desert”;  
 the Psalmist’s testimony: “Beside the still waters, God 
 leads me”; 
 and Jesus’ words: “whoever gives even a cup of cold 
 water to one of these little ones—truly I tell you, none of 
 these will lose their reward.”  
 May God’s Spirit be upon us  
 and these waters of daily use,  
 which we now use to baptize and to welcome. 

 
Introduction of Baptism Candidates by Sponsors 
 

 Liz Forde for Colin 
 Joscelyn and Chris Alexander for Charles 

 
Act of Baptism 
One: …I baptize you, 

 in the name of the Father, 
 and of the Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Blessing 
One: May the blessing of the one God,  

 Mother of us all, 
 be with you today and always. Amen. 

 

Laying On of Hands 
One: …, may the Holy Spirit, Love’s power,  

 guide you, inspire you, and work within you, 
 all the days of your life. 

All:  Amen. 
 
Lighting of a Candle 
One: …may the light of Christ shine all the days of your life. 

 Light this candle each year as a remembrance 
 and share the meaning of this day with your child. 

 
Presentation of Certificate and Gift 
 
Declaration and Congregational Welcome 
(following all the baptisms) 
 

One: Into the household of faith,  
 we welcome you with joy and thanksgiving. 

 

All:  We are members of the Body of Christ. 
 We are inheritors of God’s promise. 
 In the name of Christ, we welcome you. 

 
Final Blessing 
 

All:  The grace of Christ attend you,  
 the love of God surround you,  
 the Holy Spirit keep you. 
 Amen. 

 
Hymn                         “Take Up His Song”                    ♫ MV# 213  

(2 vss. using “faith” and “love”) 

 
Following the Baptisms children and youth will leave for 
Sunday Morning Activities. Happy Learning! 
 

For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship Space at the back of 
the sanctuary. Each week, there will be an adult present so that the children 
can play and be cared for while parents worship. Parents are free to come 
and go from that space, according to the needs of their children. 
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EXPLORING 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

All:   Generous Creator,  
 In the stories of your ancient people, 

May we hear our story. 
 By the Spirit of Love and Wisdom  
 may our ears listen, 

may our minds know, 
 may our hearts break open  
 may our wills surrender,  
 that like Jesus, we might 
 allow Love to take on  
 our flesh. Amen.   

 

Scripture—Luke 23: 33-43—New Revised Standard Version 

One: This is the good news of Jesus. 
All:  Thanks be for this grace. 
 

Question for Reflection  

 What are the powers that vie for kingship over your life? 
 Is Jesus Parkminster’s king or Parkminster’s mascot? 

  

Into the Week  

 Pay attention to the forces that vie to have dominance in your life, i.e. notions of 
 success, consumerism, fear etc…Observe how these forces affect you.  Pray for God’s 
 Spirit to work through these reactions and for you to surrender to that Spirit.   

 
Luke— Three gospels* (good news) in the New Testament offer similar portraits of the life of 
Jesus; Luke is the third of them. Its author, traditionally Luke the physician who accompanied Paul 
on some of his missionary journeys, draws on three sources: Mark (via Matthew), a collection of 
sayings (known as Q for Quelle, German for source) and his own source. Luke emphasizes God's 
love for the poor, the disadvantaged, minorities, outcasts, sinners and lepers. Women play a more 
prominent part than in the other gospels. Luke never uses Semitic words; this is one argument for 
thinking that he wrote primarily for Gentiles. 

 The stories of Jesus—Mark and Matthew being the others. 
Chris Haslam http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/atksgm.shtml? 

 
Luke 23: 33-43— By the time Luke wrote his gospel circa 80-85 CE, Romans regarded Christians 
as committing treason against the religious and political fabric of the state. The penalty for this was 
death. (Riley, 196) To authors like Luke, the story of a martyred hero-king had relevance for the 
Greco-Romano culture of his audience.  Whatever the origins of the crucifixion story, the Christian 
interpretation of Jesus' sovereignty rests exclusively on the belief that he was indeed the longed-for 
Savior Messiah, but of a totally different kind than that of popular Jewish tradition. Luke had in mind 
the popular image of a divinely anointed king and military conqueror when he recorded the cries of 
the Jewish leaders and the Roman soldiers, "He saved others: let him save himself if he is the 
Messiah of God, his chosen one!" (vs.35) and "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!" 
(vs.37) According to the Christian understanding of the messianic tradition, rooted as it was in the 
Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, Jesus could not do what the crowd demanded and fulfill his mission 
as the real Messiah/Christ. 

John Shearman-- http://www.johnshearmanlectionary.com/ 

http://www.johnshearmanlectionary.com/
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Ministry of Music   “O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines” 
arr. Jantz Black 

Joscelyn Alexander on violin 
 

Reflection – Rev. Joe 
(The reflections often contain references that are awkward to acknowledge when speaking.  Please 

e-mail revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com if you would like a full copy.) 

 

Hymn     “You, Lord, are Both Lamb and Shepherd”   ♫ VU# 210  
 

RESPONDING 
 

Offering – invitation 
 

Offertory                              “Pastorale”              by Charles Wesley 
 
Dedication                 “What Can I Do?”                       ♫ MV#191 
 

What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 

I’ll sing with joy. (I’ll sing with joy.) I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

Prayers of the People ♫  
 

Spirit open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 

Spirit open my heart. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (from our faith tradition, ♫ VU #959)      
 

All: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil 
 for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.   

mailto:revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com
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RETURNING 

 
Hymn                     “Travel On, Travel On”                  ♫ VU #647 
 
Commissioning and Blessing 
 

Sung Alleluia                    “Alleluia”                               ♫ MV #52 
 

Alle, alle, alleluia! 
Alle, alle, allelu, alle, alleluia! 

 
Postlude                            “Allegretto”        by Maurice Green 
 

The flowers at the front of the sanctuary today are from the funeral service 
of Manuelpillai Cyril Francis, beloved brother-in-law of Parkminster 
members Ariarani & Ariam Ariaratnam. As a caring congregation we extend 
our love and most heartfelt sympathies to Manuel’s family, Ariarani and 
Ariam as they mourn their loss. We pray they will feel comfort and support 
from our prayers as we hold them in the light. The service was held at 
Parkminster yesterday, Nov. 23rd , with invited ministers of Manuel’s family 
officiating. 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 

Greeters: .......................... Sheril Stinson & Don Pendlebury 
Ushers: ............................ Marj Eveleigh, Sheril Stinson, and  
 .......................................... Kathy Teves & Isaias Teves 
Lay Reader: ..................... Don Pendlebury 
Music: .............................. Joscelyn Alexander, violin 
Activity Leaders: ............. Jenna Bonneville, Lynn Harper, Wendy Rudd, 
 .......................................... Franceen Wagner and Rev. Heather  
Chancel Arrangement: ... Mary Flewelling-Pinchen 
A/V Operators: ................ Kieran Power with Terry Ridgway 
Counters: ......................... Ron Usaty, Ted Oldfield 
Coffee Hour Hosts: ......... Jean & Jack Wilson 
Coffee Hour Dessert ....... Delores Benedik, Darlene Basse 

The Ministry of Parkminster:  ….All of us 
Ministers: ...................................... Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ....................................................... Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: ............................ Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ................. Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 
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This Week Let Us Pray For: 
 

World Council of Churches 
Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore 

Western Ontario Waterways 
St. Lukes United, Cambridge 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

For a full listing of messages/events, please refer to your weekly “What’s 
Up” email sent every Friday.  If you are not receiving this email but would 
like to, please contact Melanie in the church office at parkuc@golden.net . 
 

December Christmas Services/Concerts: A detailed 
summary was provided in Friday’s “What’s Up” email.  
Hardcopies of the special services will be left in the Upper Hall 
next week.  Please share with your friends and family. 

 
 
Faith Formation Town Hall Re-Scheduled:  The faith formation town hall 
discussion scheduled for this Sunday after the service has been postponed 
until Sunday, January 26

th
 after worship.  We apologize for the late notice. 

 
Study Leave - Rev. Heather:  Rev. Heather will be on study leave from 
Nov. 25 - Dec. 1. While she is away Rev. Joe is available for pastoral care 
matters. 
 
Christmas Decorating Today:  UGO IGO members, and partners, are 
invited to remain after church to decorate for the Christmas season.  
Committee members have been planning and preparing and now many 
hands are needed to put it all together.  Finger food snacks will keep us 
energized!!!  
 
Results of the “Inspired to Give!” Program:  Response Cards have been 
tabulated and Stewardship is happy to announce the results of the October 
giving program:                                                                                                                  
* 91 households returned a Response Card, a 50% return rate                                       
* 9 of these households indicated they will begin using the PAR program             
* 9% annual increase in giving, totalling $34,000 in 2020 
Many people also appreciated learning of the many wonderful programs 
taking place at Parkminster, which may lead some to contribute gifts of time 
and talent in the future. The Stewardship Committee is very pleased with 
these results and grateful for the generous ongoing support of the 
Parkminster church community. Thank You! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
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Council Bytes for November: 
 

 Council welcomed Barb Wynne who has joined Council in the Past 
Chair Position. 

 

 Sheril Stinson, Chair of Pastoral Care and Membership, updated 
Council on the work of the committee: Welcome Table; reaching out to 
new arrivals; providing blankets and cake for baptisms; organizing 
house groups; staffing the Family Worship Space; organizing the 
Welcome Back Sunday BBQ and hot chili lunch; ministry through 
prayer shawls, cards, 2X2 visiting, and grief support; providing learning 
opportunities related to Alzheimers and making Parkminster a more 
dementia-friendly community. 

o Council eagerly accepted Isobel Field’s suggestion that 
Parkminster invite a research-based drama that illuminates the 
realities of living with dementia and Alzheimers. 

o Pastoral care is not just the work of this committee, but the 
responsibility of the congregation as a whole. To support the 
committee, we need to share information between committees, 
communicate congregational needs of support, and identify those 
willing to participate in online dementia training to qualify as a 
volunteer. 

 Council expressed thanks for the outstanding “Inspired to Give” 
initiative, under the leadership of Rob MacQueen and Bruce Mutton. 

 

 Council passed a motion to include a pledge by renters (to 
acknowledge and respect Parkminster’s commitment to creating and 
maintaining building space that is inclusive of all people regardless of 
age, gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, mental or 
physical ability, marital status, economic or cultural background) on 
rental contracts. 

 

 Council approved a proposal by Jack Reynolds to proceed with a 
Speaker Series on an experimental basis for the January - April 2020 
period. 

 

 Liaisons will no longer be writing Council Reports for committees as 
this communication is done through the Council Bytes and Council 
Minutes. Liaisons will support committees in understanding the need to 
consider other committees affected by their decisions and 
communicate this information to other committees.   

 

 Council received an update on the return to work plan for Office 
Administrator Melanie Chisholm. 

 

 Council received information on a rental inquiry from a Church and is 
investigating further. 
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GIVING TREE – Dec 1 to 15:  All are invited to bring in donations of new 
socks, mitts/gloves, hats, towels, personal hygiene products and more 
wrapped in white paper & place these items under our Giving Tree.Items will 
be donated to our friends at “oneROOF” in support of homeless and at-risk 
youth.  Check out their wish list for inspiration, oneroof.org/wishlist/.   
Items will be blessed and dedicated on Sunday, December 15

th
. 

 
Pageant Rehearsal – Dec 8:  It’s that time of year again!  If your child is 
involved in this year’s Christmas pageant on Sunday December 15 please 
plan to stay a little later after church for a rehearsal in the sanctuary on 
Sunday, December 8

th
.  Snacks will be provided.  

 
Family Christmas Party – Dec 7:  Families are invited to join Rev. Heather 
and Rev. Joe on Saturday, December 7th from 2-4 p.m. for a special 
Christmas gathering. Adults and children are encouraged to come wearing a 
Christmas sweater or some Christmas pjs.  There will be refreshments and 
treats along with activities for all! Please RSVP with Rev. Heather 
(revheather.parkminster@gmail.com) if your family is able to attend. All are 
welcome so please feel free to invite friends! 
 
Volunteer Opportunities: The Nominating Committee has started work to 
fill Council and Committee openings for 2020-2021. If you are interested in 
joining any committee of the church or want further information, please 
contact any of the following members of the Nominating Committee--Liz 
Forde, Jeanne Foster, Mary Reynolds, Kathy Shortt, Jean Wilson and Barb 
Wynne.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  

 

mailto:revheather.parkminster@gmail.com

