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Sunday, December 15, 2019 
Advent Three – JOY 

 

Christmas Pageant 
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude pieces          
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                       arr. by Carolyn Hamlin 

“Jolly Old St. Nicholas”  -- played by Charlie Klingenberg 
 

Welcome 

Statement of Welcome 

One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by recognizing the 

First Nations on whose traditional land we make our spiritual 

home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee 

(Ho- di-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.  

All: We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has rarely 
been respectful. We commit to just relationship in the 
present. 
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One:  Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize Earth as 
our mother upon whose water, air and soil we depend for our 
lives and our well-being.   

 

All: In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge that, as a 
species, we have not acted with respect for our precious 
planet.  We commit to learning and practising better 
stewardship. 

 

One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no 
church home, need strength, and are seeking deep meaning. 
Welcome each other. Welcome the stranger. Welcome all 
who come.  As Jesus welcomed everyone, regardless of 
background or social status; as Jesus  welcomed enemies 
and friends, outcasts and leaders, foreigners and neighbors,  

 let us open our hearts, our church, our lives.  
 

All: Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not 
believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and to 
those who believe, but who are asking large questions. 

 

One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to 
grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children, 
couples, and single people. 

 

All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities, 
abilities, and sexual orientations.  

 

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of 
community and what it means to accompany one another. 

 

All: As we come together as church, we turn to one another 
with gratitude and pray that we will be strong together, 
faithful together, and loving together. We seek blessing 
as we welcome the great gift of spirit in us, through us, 
and among us.  

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Advent Candle Lighting:     Week Three—JOY  
 

One: This is the third Sunday of Advent.  On this day we light again 

the candles of Hope and Peace. (2 blue candles are lit) 

 Today we continue our journey by lighting the third Advent 

candle: the candle of Joy.  Yet, how absurd it seems to light 
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this candle when so many of us are despairing for the state 

and future of creation.  We ask ourselves: 

 Where is the joy when we see our politicians make 
short-sighted decisions that ignore the bigger picture? 

 Where is the joy in the chaos and grief of people losing 
their jobs in the fossil fuel sector? 

 Where is the joy in the angst we experience from the 
questions of our children and grandchildren? 

Yet, as people of faith we light this candle defiantly for we 

remember the words of Elizabeth to Mary; “…as soon as I 

heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 

leaped for joy.” 

Faithful joy, as shown by Elizabeth, living under the 

oppression of empire and poverty is not blind to pain and 

injustice but it sees even more clearly what God is doing and 

where God is calling in the midst of it all.  

As we light this candle, please join with us in singing our 
Advent song.  (the pink candle is lit)       (MV #11, 3 times): 

  
♫ Come, come Emmanuel.  Come Emmanuel.  

 

One:  Let us pray together, 
 

All: Holy One, help us this Advent season, in the midst of an 
environmental crisis, to heed the words of the poet, “to 
be joyful though you have considered all the facts.”

1
 For 

we are a people of faith, holding fast to your relentless, 
defiant joy that cares not for empire or fear but seeks 
and invites only wholeness.  May the light of this candle 
ever brighten our path and help us to prepare and wait 
for the fulfillment of your promises.   

 

*Body Prayer 

 

Holy One (reach up with your arms and look out) 

 

May your joy (put hands toward centre, wiggle fingers)  

 

  
                                                           
1 Wendell Berry, Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front. 
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Sustain me (reach arms out to side, flexing fingers)  

 

May Your joy (put hands toward centre, wiggle fingers)  
 

 

Bubble up in me (wiggle fingers, bringing overhead)  

 

May Your joy (put hands toward centre, wiggle fingers) 

 

Grow in all creation (circle wiggling hands around your head)  

 

Our journey continue, (arms in front, slide right hand over left 

hand going out from your body) 

 
Amen. (head down, hand at prayer in front of chest)  

 

Ministry of Music    “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella”     
arr. by Howard Helvey 

Parkminster Men’s Chorus 
accompanists Gillian Hobson and Bob Hudgins 

 
EXPLORING 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 

All:  Holy One, help us to give voice  
 to the world altering news:  
 Joy is coming to dwell among us! 
 Quicken our imaginations  
 to find new and creative ways 
 to proclaim the birth of Jesus.  Amen. 

 
Visual Scripture: The Christmas Story 
 

One:  This is the good news of Jesus. 
All:   Thanks be for this grace.  
 

Hymn                            “O Ancient Love”                           ♫ VU #17  

(During the hymn, pageant participants are invited to the Narthex to get ready to 

present the pageant.) 
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Pageant:  “A Christmas Story” 
 

Adapted by Joscelyn Alexander, Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

Adapted from Brian Wildsmith’s book, this pageant follows the journey of 
Rebecca and Little Donkey to reunite with Mother Donkey who has gone 
with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 

 

Hymns during the Pageant (please remain seated):  
 

 “There Was a Child in Galilee”   MV #134 vv. 1-2 

 “There Was a Child in Galilee”   MV #134 vv. 3-4 

 “People Look East”     VU #9 vv. 1 & 3 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   VU #64 vv. 1-2 

 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   VU #60 v. 1 

 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” VU #36 vv. 1-2 

 “Hope Is a Star”      VU #7 vv. 1 & 3 

 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  VU #38 

 “What Child is This”     VU #74  

 “Joy to the World”     VU #59 

 

RESPONDING 
 

Offering – invitation 

As our offering is being collected this morning, children and youth will 

be helping to collect the Giving Tree gifts to bring forward during the 

dedication.  

Offertory                         “African Hallelu”                by Craig Curry 

 

Dedication    “What Does the Lord Require of You?”   ♫ VU#701 
 

 

What does the Lord require of you? 
What does the Lord require of you? 

 

Justice, kindness, 
walk humbly with your God. 

 

To seek justice, and love kindness, 
and walk humbly with your God. 

 
Offering Prayer 
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Prayers of the People 

In our prayers this morning you are invited to participate in the 

following response: 

One:  And so we pray... 

All:   May all the world know your hope, peace and joy,  
  Holy One. 
 

RETURNING 
 

Hymn                    “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”              ♫ VU #43 
  
Commissioning and Blessing 

 

Sung Alleluia        “Come Now, O God of Joy”              ♫ VU #34 
 

Come now, O God of joy, 
we are your people; 
pour out your spirit 

that we be one body. 
 

Postlude                            “Allegretto”          by Antonio Vivaldi 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this 

morning’s pageant! A special thank you our 

Sunday Activities leaders and helpers for all 

their work behind the scenes! 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 

Greeters: .......................... Adrienne Barrett Hofman, Jamie Hofman with 
 .......................................... Sadie and Theo 
Ushers:  ............................ Diana Bugeya, Bruce & Shelley Mutton  
 .......................................... and Doris Heselwood  
Chancel Arrangement: ... Chancel Committee 
Guest Musicians: ............ Charlie Klingenberg, Gillian Hobson,  
 .......................................... Bob Hudgins, Parkminster Men’s Choir 
A/V Operator: .................. Mike Henhoeffer 
Coffee Hour Host: ........... Ken & Mary Willsie 
Coffee Hour Dessert ....... Adrienne Barrett Hofman & Jamie Hofman 
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The Ministry of Parkminster:  ….All of us 
Ministers: ...................................... Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ....................................................... Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: ............................ Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ................. Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 
This Week Let Us Pray For: 

 

World Council of Churches 
Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Taiwan 

& 
Western Ontario Waterways 

Allenford & Park Head United Churches 

 

“WHAT’S UP” AT PARKMINSTER! 
 

For a full listing of messages/events, please refer to your weekly “What’s Up” 
email sent every Friday.  If you are not receiving this email but would like to, 
please contact Melanie in the church office at parkuc@golden.net to be added to 
the list.  
 
TODAY AFTER CHURCH 
 

Organize GIVING TREE gifts:  Youth are invited to meet in the youth 
room after worship today for a pizza lunch and to help sort and 
organize the Giving Tree donations for “oneROOF”. All youth are 
welcome to join us and help out! 
                
TONIGHT 
 

ONE DECEMBER NIGHT concert:  Do you have your tickets yet? See 
a choir member/bell ringer after church to purchase or buy them at the 
door tonight!  $10/person, $20/family  Don’t forget to invite your family & 
friends! 
 
Financial Update ~ from Finance Committee: 
Including December PAR offerings, and thanks to the impact in 
November and December of the exceptionally generous response to 
the Inspired To Give initiative, here's how we stand financially. 

 Local - Offerings and other income to date total 
$317,900.....91.4% of the year's budgeted expenses of $348,000 

 Outreach - Offerings to date are $73,500...92% of our $80,000 
target for the year 
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From Chair of Council, Kathy Shortt  
 
SAVE THE DATE:  Annual Congregational Meeting 

Parkminster's Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, February 23, 2020. 
Mark the date on your calendars! 
 
An Extra Council Byte   
After meeting with many Committee Chairs to receive input on renting 
Parkminster space to St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Church, Council 
passed a motion that we offer the afternoon options (Sanctuary/Double 
Classroom at 1 p.m. or the Gym at 2 p.m.) to St. Mary’s Romanian 
Orthodox Church.           
 
 
CE Grocery Card Program ~ from Rob Vanderlinden 

Due to an increase in the amount of work put on the volunteers running 

the program by Loblaws and a decrease in sales at the churches 

participating, the decision was made to end the grocery card program.  

The Christian Education Committee would like to thank everyone for 

their support of the program over the years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers Needed for Christmas Eve ~ from Membership 

7:00 pm Family Service:  ushers and greeters needed 

(sign-up sheet is in Upper Hall) 

 
UPCOMING SERVICES: 

 
 The Longest Night service: Saturday, Dec. 21 at 7pm 

 Advent 4-LOVE worship: Sunday, Dec. 22 at 10am 

 Christmas Eve Services: Family at 7pm, Communion at 10pm 

 
 
 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  

 

 

 


