
 
 

PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 

275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 
519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net  | parkuc.ca 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 
 

Advent Four – LOVE 
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude                    “Hope Was Born This Night”     
by Sidewalk Prophets 

(The Band) 

Welcome 

Statement of Welcome 

One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by recognizing the 

First Nations on whose traditional land we make our spiritual 

home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee 

(Ho- di-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.  

All: We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has rarely 
been respectful. We commit to just relationship in the 
present. 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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One:  Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize Earth as 
our mother upon whose water, air and soil we depend for our 
lives and our well-being.   

 

All: In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge that, as a 
species, we have not acted with respect for our precious 
planet.  We commit to learning and practising better 
stewardship. 

 

One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no 
church home, need strength, and are seeking deep meaning. 
Welcome each other. Welcome the stranger. Welcome all 
who come.  As Jesus welcomed everyone, regardless of 
background or social status; as Jesus  welcomed enemies 
and friends, outcasts and leaders, foreigners and neighbors,  

 let us open our hearts, our church, our lives.  
 

All: Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not 
believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and to 
those who believe, but who are asking large questions. 

 

One: Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to 
grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children, 
couples, and single people. 

 

All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities, 
abilities, and sexual orientations.  

 

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of 
community and what it means to accompany one another. 

 

All: As we come together as church, we turn to one another 
with gratitude and pray that we will be strong together, 
faithful together, and loving together. We seek blessing 
as we welcome the great gift of spirit in us, through us, 
and among us.  

 
One: Let us be the Christ to everyone we meet.  In this Spirit I 

invite you to to share the peace of Jesus with your 
neighbour… 

 May the peace of Christ be with you… 
 
All: And also with you. 
 

Adapted—Lisa Frenz https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-litanies/greeting-of-peace 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
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Joys and Concerns 
 
Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy:    
Week Four—LOVE  
 

One: Today marks the end of our Advent journey.  Each week 
 we lit a candle to remind us of the promises of God 
 dwelling among us—hope, peace and joy.  We light these 
 candles again this morning. 

(Three candles are lit—two blue and one pink) 
 

One: Today is the final Sunday of Advent and we come to the  
  promise at the very heart of God’s revelation in Jesus— 
  love.  As we look  to our warming world and see the   
  powerful refuting the prophetic voices of science, as we  
  see so many driven by fear of what they may lose, as we  
  feel guilt at our own complicity we wonder, what is the  
  place of love, of faith in all this?  In our struggle, in our  
  wrestling with this question we light this candle in faith  
  remembering Mary's song.  We remember Mary’s awe as  
  she reflects on being chosen to bear God for the world;  
  “My soul magnifies the lord, and my Spirit rejoices in God  
  my Saviour, for God has looked with favour on the   
  lowliness of God’s servant, surely from now all    
  generations will be blessed.”  Love enters us, guides us in  
  our lowliness—empty of ego and control.  Love enters and 
  guides when we risk in spite of fear.  As we light this   
  candle let us rejoice in the possibilities of love to transform 
  our world, let us sing together (a blue candle is lit)  
  (MV #11, 3 times): 
 

♫ Come, come Emmanuel.  Come Emmanuel.  
 
One: Let us pray. 
 
All:  God of pure self-giving love,  

 help us to reject the world’s economy of scarcity.   
 Help us to embrace your economy of love and   

  abundance,  
 an economy where love begets more love,  
 where we have enough and are enough  
 to do your will in the world.   
 Grounded in gratitude for your love,  
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 moved by your Spirit of love  
 help us to bear witness to your love as Mary did  
 by taking faithful, defiant action  
 to bring your creation back into harmony and balance.   
 Let love guide our discernment  
 as we seek to change our ways,  
 as we listen for your call  
 to use our gifts, our time, our power for climate   

  justice.   
 May it be so, that generations not yet born  
 may look back and see us as channels for blessing. 

 
Body Prayer 

 

Holy One (reach up with your arms and look out) 

 
May your love (clasp hands over heart)  

  

 Be in my head (touch head)  

…and heart (clasp hands over heart) 
   

May your love (clasp hands over heart) 
 

Be in my actions (touch eyes and mouth)  
     

May your love (clasp hands over heart)  

 
Be in all I say (touch mouth)  
 
…and do ((extend hands with palms out)  
 
Our journey continues, (arms in front, slide right hand over 
left hand going out from your body) 
 
Amen. (head down, hand at prayer in front of chest)  

 
After the candle lighting children and youth will leave for Sunday 
Morning Activities. Today we’ll be enjoying treats and a movie and 
a chance to celebrate the season together! All children and youth 
are welcome.  
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For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship Space at the 
back of the sanctuary. Each week, there will be an adult present so 
that the children can play and be cared for while parents worship. 
Parents are free to come and go from that space, according to the 
needs of their children. 
 

Hymn                         “Your Love Is Amazing”               ♫ MV # 26   
 

EXPLORING 
 
Prayer of Preparation 

 

All:  Gentle teacher,  
  help us again to listen for angel voices.  
  Tune our ears to the whispers of grace  
  found in the midst of our homes, our schools,  
  our workplaces, our churches,  
  our souls.  Amen. 

Adapted-Michael Lindvall  prayerbookblog.blogspot.com/2008/09/advent-and-christmas-
prayers-for.html 

 

Ministry of Music              “Born in Me”                            J.J. Heller 
  (soloist, Kathleen Vanderlinden) 

 

Video Reflection—Fully Human      Marlon Hall 

 

 Scripture—Matthew 1: 18-25—New Revised Standard Version 

 
One:  This is the good news of Jesus. 
All:   Thanks be for this grace.  
 
 
 

Questions for Reflection  

 Have you ever been asked to support or stand with someone 
in following an unconventional dream?  What was that like? 

 What have you given up to stay true to yourself? 
  

Into the Week  

 Ponder who might need your support in following an 
unconventional dream.  Who might support you in following 
your dream?  
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Matthew— Three gospels (the good news) in the New Testament 
portion of the bible offer similar portraits of the life of Jesus.  This 
gospel is the first in the New Testament, but it was probably the 
second to be written. Scholars recognize that it borrows material from 
Mark, and from a sayings source containing sayings of Jesus and 
known as Q (for Quelle, German for source). The author shows an 
understanding of Jewish culture and religion not found in the other 
gospels. It was probably written about 60 to 70 AD, possibly for a 
largely Jewish audience.  

 The stories of Jesus—Mark and Luke being the others. 
 Chris Haslam- www.montreal.anglican.org/comments/aadv1m.shtml  

 
Matthew 1: 18-25 Matthew has told us of Jesus’ descent from David. 
He is the anointed (“Messiah”) king God has promised. Joseph’s and 
Mary’s families (“engaged”) have signed a marriage contract but 
Joseph has not yet taken her (v. 20) into his house. If Mosaic law on 
sexual relations was fully observed then, Joseph could have brought 
charges against her, and she could have been stoned to death 
(“public disgrace”, v. 19) for adultery (then including pre-marital sex). 
Joseph, while observant of the Law (“righteous”), is compassionate: 
he “planned to dismiss [divorce] her quietly”. Matthew (v.22) is keen 
to show that Jesus fulfills God’s promise made in Isaiah 7:14; 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel.”               

Adapted from www./montreal.anglican.org/comments/aadv4m.shtml    
by Chris Haslam 

 

Ministry of Music   “For Unto us a Child is Born”   by G.F. Handel 
 

Reflection—Dreaming God’s Dream 
(The reflections often contain references that are awkward to acknowledge when 
speaking.  Please e-mail revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com if you would like a 
full copy.) 

 

Hymn                             “People Look East”                        ♫ VU #9  

 
RESPONDING 

 

 

Offering – invitation 
 

Offertory        “The First Noel/The Holly and the Ivy”                 
arr. by Larry Shackley 

 

 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrs&word=Matthew+1%3A20
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?version=nrs&word=Matthew+1%3A19
http://www./montreal.anglican.org/comments/aadv4m.shtml
mailto:revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com
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Dedication    “What Does the Lord Require of You?”   ♫ VU#701 
 

 

What does the Lord require of you? 
What does the Lord require of you? 

 

Justice, kindness, 
walk humbly with your God. 

 

To seek justice, and love kindness, 
and walk humbly with your God. 

Blessing 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Video Reflection—The God that is Coming      Kelly Brown Douglas 

 

Meditation and Silent Reflection “Open Our Hearts” (2x) ♫ MV 21 
 

Open our hearts, open our minds. 
Open our lives to you O loving God. 

 

RETURNING 
 

Commissioning and Blessing 
 

  Video Commissioning and Benediction–Rejoice Kelly Ann Hall 
 

Sung Alleluia       “Come Now, O God of Peace”             ♫ VU #34 
 

Come now, O God of love, 
we are your people; 
pour out your spirit 

that we be one body. 
 

Postlude                        “Hallelujah Chorus”                by G.F. Handel 
 

* * * * * 
 

Please join us during coffee hour today to 
celebrate the 90th birthday of Parkminster 
charter member, Marion Mutton. Happy 
Birthday Marion! Everyone is welcome.   
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Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 

Greeters: ....................................... Ken & Mary Willsie 
Ushers:  ............................  ............ John & Wendy Watson and  
 ..........................................  ............ Bruce & Shelley Mutton  
Lay Reader: ..........................  ....... Jim Bowman 
Chancel Arrangement: ...  ....  ....... Chancel Committee 
Sunday Activity Helpers:  ....  ....... Wendy Rudd and Rob Vanderlinden 
Soloist: ............................  ....  ....... Kathleen Vanderlinden 
The Band: ........................  ....  ....... Jamie Hofman, Lee McWebb,  
 ..........................................  ....  ....... John Watson, Jeff Stacey, and 
 ..........................................  ....  ....... Angie & Neil Murray 
A/V Operator: ..................  ....  ....... Kieran Power 
Counters: .........................  ............ Jim Bowman and Bill Spall 
Coffee Hour Host: ...........  ............ John & Wendy Watson 
Coffee Hour Dessert .......  ............ Bruce & Shelley Mutton 
 

The Ministry of Parkminster:……….All of us 
Ministers: ...................................... Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ....................................................... Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: ............................ Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ................. Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 

This Week Let Us Pray For: 
 

World Council of Churches 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine 

Western Ontario Waterways - Lakeshore: Goderich UC 
 

 
“WHAT’S UP” AT PARKMINSTER! 

 
For a full listing of messages/events, please refer to your weekly 
“What’s Up” email sent every Friday.  If you are not receiving this email 
but would like to, please contact Melanie in the church office at 
parkuc@golden.net to be added to the list.  

 

>>> 

 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
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FROM CHAIR OF COUNCIL, KATHY SHORTT:  
 
Annual Congregational Meeting – Save the Date 

Parkminster's Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, February 23, 2020. 
Mark the date on your calendars! 
 
December Council Bytes   

 Wendy Watson visited Council on behalf of Outreach.  
o Wendy shared the Outreach mission statement: to educate 

the congregation about the total mission of the church, to 
address the fact that Parkminster interests and actions as a 
congregation extend into the local and global communities 
and to encourage and arrange congregational participation in 
local and global projects.  

o Outreach identifies needs and then invites, educates, and 
involves members. 

o Our creed calls for us to “live with respect in Creation” and 
Wendy expressed that churches need to be part of leading 
the way during this Climate Crisis. 

o Parkminster has a positive and well-known reputation for 
being a vibrant church where people have a deep sense of 
caring for the needs of others. 

o Council expressed appreciation for the dedication and work of 
the Outreach committee. 

 Council approved our Office Administrator’s request to reduce the 
administration hours from 30 to 25. This reduction of hours will be 
made possible by Jack Reynolds continuing to do the financials 
and Kathy Shortt and Laura Mutton managing the website. 

 A motion was passed requesting the Trustees to pay the rest of 
the 2019 disbursement with $1000 going to Outreach. 

 Council approved a request from Property to increase the custodial 
time (up to 6 hours) in order to accommodate the cleaning of 
floors. Increased rentals have led to increased usage which has 
led to a need for increased cleaning time. 

 Council approved moving 22 members from the active 
membership list to the inactive list on the historical roll, with the 
appropriate notation (for cause), effective December 31, 2019 as 
per the recommendation made by the Pastoral Care and 
Membership Committee. Membership records are reviewed 
regularly with the last review having taken place six years ago. 

 The Annual Meeting has been set for Sunday, February 23, 2020. 
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Sunday Activities for Children and Youth 
Our dedicated Sunday Activities leaders and helpers will be taking a 
well-deserved break over the Christmas holidays. There will be no 
activities on December 29th and January 5th. Our regular weekly 
activities will resume on January 12th. Wishing all of our children, 
youth, families, leaders and helpers a wonderful Christmas and Happy 
New Year! 
 
 
Financial Update: Including December 20 PAR offerings, and thanks 
to the exceptionally generous response in recent days and months, 
here's how we stand financially. 

 Local - Offerings and other income to date total $335,600.....96% 
of the year's budgeted expenses of $348,000 

 Outreach - Offerings to date are $76,130...95% of our $80,000 
target for the year. 

Thank you for your continued generousity. 
 

 

HG #4 Meeting:  House Group #4 is holding a planning meeting in the 
Family Room after church on January 5

th.
 Please mark your calendar. 

 
 

Join Us Christmas Eve 
 

Celebrate the joy of the season with us on Tuesday, December 24:   
 7:00pm - Family Service, child-friendly with lots of music!   
 10:00pm - Candlelight Communion Service   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  

 

 

 


