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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 

275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 
519-885-0935 | parkuc@golden.net  | parkuc.ca 

 

 
 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Family Service ~ 7:00pm 

 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude                     “Hope Was Born This Night”                        
by Sidewalk Prophets 

 

Welcome 

Statement of Welcome 

One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by recognizing the  

  First Nations on whose traditional land we make our   

  spiritual home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the   

  Haudenosaunee (Ho- di-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.  

All:   We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has  

  rarely been respectful. We commit to just relationship  

  in the present. 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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One: Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize Earth  
  as our mother upon whose water, air and soil we depend  
  for our lives and our well-being.   

All:   In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge that,  
  as a species, we have not acted with respect for our  
  precious planet.  We commit to learning and    
  practising better stewardship. 

One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no  
 church home, need strength, and are seeking deep  
 meaning.  Welcome each other. Welcome the stranger. 
 Welcome all who come. As Jesus welcomed everyone, 
 regardless of background or social status; as Jesus 
 welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and leaders, 
 foreigners and neighbours, let us open our hearts, our 
 church, our lives.  

 

All:   Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not  
  believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and to  
  those who believe, but who are asking large    
  questions. 

 

One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to  
  grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children,  
  couples, and single people. 

 

All:   Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities,  
  abilities, and sexual orientations.  

  

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of   
  community and what it means to accompany one another. 

 

All:   As we come together as church, we turn to one   
  another with gratitude and pray that we will be strong  
  together, faithful together, and loving together. We  
  seek blessing as we welcome the great gift of spirit in  
  us, through us, and among us. 

 

One: Let us be the Christ to everyone we meet. In this Spirit I 
 invite you to share the peace of Jesus with your 
 neighbour… 
 May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be with you… 

 

All:  And also with you. 
Adapted—Lisa Frenz https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-litanies/greeting-of-peace 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
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Video-“The Big Night” 
 

 Hymn                    “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”           ♫ VU # 48   
 
Christ Candle Lighting  
 
One: After counting the weeks of Advent we have come to 

 Christmas Eve.  The waiting is over, it’s time to burst out in 

 celebration; the promises of hope, peace, joy and love are 

 fulfilled for us in the birth of Jesus.  We remember the 

 spirit of the words of the prophet Isaiah; “The people who 

 walked aimlessly in the dark, lost and abandoned, have 

 seen a great light; on them light has shone, a path to 

 salvation has revealed itself…” As we light our Advent 

 candles let us join together prayer, 

 (The 4 outer candles of the wreath are lit) 

All:  With the coming of this light let there be hope. With 

 the coming of this light let there be peace. With the 

 coming of this light let there be joy.  With the coming 

 of this light let there be love.  

One: As we come to a time where we finally light the Christ 
 candle, proclaiming Emmanuel—God with us, we pause to 
 reflect on what this means for us in our time and place as 
 people of relative wealth and power in the midst of a 
 climate crisis.  We light this candle proclaiming the deep 
 truths of our faith story.  God loves creation, enough to be 
 one with it, in flesh and blood.  The One born among the 
 animals is known, is revealed in creation.  We are called to 
 remember and to live into this truth.  We light the Christ 
 candle celebrating a birth, celebrating the inseparable 
 oneness of God and creation.  As we do so, let us sing our 
 joy…...(Gloria, VU 37, 2x)  

 
 (The white Christ Candle is lit) 

 
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 

Glory to God, glory to God, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 

One: Let us pray together, 
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All: Vulnerable God, who comes to us a helpless babe,  

inviting us to lay down our fear and open our hearts.   

Open us to your ways,  

where power comes not by force or manipulation  

but by attraction and invitation,  

speaking to the deepest places in ourselves,  

where power does not seek to control but to transform. 

Holy One, help us to see you calling in the majesty of 

creation,  

help us to hear your invitation in the groans of creation  

to new ways of relating to the earth and each other. 

Help us to learn from the wise ones,  

setting aside power and privilege  

to honour the Divine wherever you may be found— 

in a small insignificant town, in a feeding trough,  

in the warming air and oceans,  

in the climate refugee and the polar bear. 

Holy One, may we always live  

with a deep gratitude for your incarnation,  

your presence amongst us.  Amen. 

 

*Body Prayer  

 

Holy One (reach up and out with your arms)  

 

May the gift of Jesus (cradle arms)  

 

Be born in me (circle arms over chest)  

 

So that all may know (one arm at a time, circle out from body)  

 

God’s hope (arms wide) 

 

God’s peace (hands over heart)  

 

God’s Joy (hands toward centre, wiggle fingers)  

 

And God’s Love (open fingers over heart)  

 

Amen. (head down, hand at prayer in front of chest)  
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 Hymn                 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                    ♫ VU # 60  

(vv. 1, 3, 4, 5) 

 

EXPLORING 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

All:  What a story!   
 God, born in the most unlikely place,  
 to the most unlikely people. 
 The story isn’t done,  
 God is still looking for places to be born,  
 not a perfect place, but a willing place. 
 May the story open our imperfect lives  
 to be that willing place. 
 May it be so.  Amen. 

 
   Hymn                        “Joy to the World”                          ♫ VU #59  

 
  Reading—Luke 1: 26-38 

 
  Mary’s Monologue 
 

 Hymn                 “There Was a Child in Galilee”             ♫ MV # 134 
(vv. 1-3)   

  Reading—Matthew 1: 18-25 
 
  Joseph’s Monologue 
 

  Hymn                           “O Ancient Love”                         ♫ VU # 17 
 
   Reading—Luke 2: 8-14 

 
  Shepherd’s Monologue 
 
  Ministry of Music             “Born in Me”                      by J.J. Heller 
 

  Reading—Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
  Wise One’s Monologue 
 

  Hymn                       “What Child Is This”                        ♫ VU # 74 
 
  Reading—Luke 2: 1-7 
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  Inn Keeper’s Monologue 
 

      Hymn                       “Away in a Manger”           ♫ VU # 69, vv. 1-2 
      (please remain seated)  
 
 Scripture—Luke 2: 16-19  

 
  Mary’s Monologue 
 
  Video–“Hey Mary” 
 

 Hymn              “Angels We Have Heard on High”           ♫ VU # 38  
  
 

Questions for Reflection 
 

 Which character do you identify most with tonight? Are you 
excited like the shepherd? Overwhelmed like Joseph? Or 
taking it all in like Mary? Perhaps you feel connected to more 
than one character? 

 

 Can you believe that God is coming here through you? What 
does that look like in your home, school, work, or community? 

 

 Just remember that we all have a place in this story. We are all 
welcome at the manger. 

 
 

RESPONDING  
 

 

Offering – invitation 
 
Offertory                      “Heaven Everywhere”                 

by Francesca Battistelli 
 

Dedication                  “In the Bleak Midwinter”        ♫ VU #55, vs. 4 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

 
Offering Prayer  
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   Prayers of the People 
 

One: And so we turn to you saying, 

All:  God of the manger, hear our prayer. 
 

RETURNING 
 

     

    Lighting of the Candles 
 
 Hymn                        “Silent Night, Holy Night”                ♫ VU #67 
 
 Commissioning and Benediction 
  

Postlude           “We Sing the Song of Emmanuel”     by Matt Boswell 
 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer in 
various ways this evening: 
 

Greeters: ............................................. Linda Bird 
Ushers:  .................................  ............. Gale & Bert Blackburn, and  
 ...............................................  ............. Lisa & Abbie Hicknell 
Monologues: ...................................... Grace Murray, Colleen Usaty,  
 ............................................................. John Watson, Wendy Watson, and 
 ............................................................. Scott Waywell 
The Band: .............................  ....  ........ Colleen Usaty, Catriona Teves,  
 ...............................................  ....  ........ Jamie Hofman, Lee McWebb, John Watson 
 ...............................................  ....  ........ Matt Watson, Jeff Stacey and  
 ...............................................  ....  ........ Angie & Neil Murray 
Chancel Arrangement: ........  ....  ........ Chancel Committee 
A/V Operator: .......................  ....  ........  Dana Usaty 
 

The Ministry of Parkminster:….. All of us 
Ministers: ............................................ Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ............................................................. Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: .................................. Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ...................... Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .......................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated 

in this evening’s service. 

On behalf of all of us at Parkminster, we wish 

you and your family a very Merry Christmas! 
 
 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  

 
 


