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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 
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Sunday, January 5, 2020 
 

Epiphany 
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
  
Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at 
Parkminster and would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take 
a few minutes to fill out one of the white information envelopes found in 
the pews and place it on the offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside 
the office.  Whether you'd like more information about Parkminster's 
programs, want to request offering envelopes, or have a question about 
becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, we'd love to 
hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude and Christ Candle Lighting 
           “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”    arr. by Matt Hyzer 
 
Welcome 
 
Statement of Welcome/Passing of the Peace 

One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by recognizing 
the First Nations on whose traditional land we make our 
spiritual home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the 
Haudenosaunee (Ho- di-no-SHOW-nay), and the 
Neutral.  

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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All: We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has 
rarely been respectful. We commit to just 
relationship in the present. 

 

One: Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize 
Earth as our mother upon whose water, air and soil we 
depend for our lives and our well-being.   

 

All: In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge 
that, as a species, we have not acted with respect 
for our precious planet.  We commit to learning and 
practising better stewardship. 

 

One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no 
church home, need strength, and are seeking deep 
meaning.  Welcome each other.  Welcome the 
stranger.  Welcome all who come.  As Jesus welcomed 
everyone, regardless of background or social status; as 
Jesus welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and 
leaders, foreigners and neighbours, let us open our 
hearts, our church, our lives.  

 

All: Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not 
believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and 
to those who believe, but who are asking large 
questions. 

One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome 
to  grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and 
children, couples, and single people. 

All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities, 
abilities, and sexual orientations.  

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of 
community and what it means to accompany one 
another. 

  All: As we come together as church, we turn to one  
         another with gratitude and pray that we will be 
         strong together, faithful together, and loving  
         together.  We seek blessing as we welcome the  
         great gift of spirit in us, through us, and among us. 
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  One: Let us be the Christ to everyone we meet.  
           In this Spirit I invite you to share the peace of Jesus  
           with your neighbour…   
           May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be with you… 
 

  All:    And also with you. 
 
Adapted—Lisa Frenz https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-

litanies/greeting-of-peace 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Call into Community 
 

One: We gather in the Light that was before, is now, and  
   ever will be. 
All: We seek the Light’s ancient wisdom. 
One: We gather in the Light that is God’s continuing gift. 
All:  We live into the Light’s new wisdom. 
One: We gather in the Light that is our own, emerging 
   anew  each day. 
All:  We seek to share this wisdom, nurtured in the 
  Light from Bethlehem’s cradle.  Come, let us  
  worship and    welcome Christ’s light among us! 

 
 Hymn                “The First Nowell”           ♫ VU #91 (vs. 1-5) 

 
EXPLORING 

 
Prayer of Preparation 
 

   One: O Star-flinging God, 
 whose light dances across eternity, 

 dazzle us into your presence this new year. 
 Open our hearts to the mystery of your love. 

   All:  Awaken us to your presence, 
  knit to the ordinary. 

 Reveal to us what is possible, but not yet present. 
 Heal us, that we might be healers. 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
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   One: Reconcile us to you and to ourselves, 
  that our living might be reconciling. 
 

   All: Stop us often, we pray 
  with news that is good 
  with hope that holds 
  with truth that transforms with a Word 
 tailored to this trail we're on. 
 
   One: May the word of your grace guide our steps 
  like the sun by day 
  and the north star by night, 
 as we travel into the gift of this new year. Amen. 

written by Glenn Mitchell 
 

Story Time           Star Words 2020 
 

 Hymn                  “A Light Is Gleaming”                  ♫ VU #82 
 

Our Sunday Activities for children and youth will resume next Sunday.  For 
babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship Space at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Each week, there will be an adult present so that the children 
can play and be cared for while parents worship.  Parents are free to 
come and go from that space, according to the needs of their children. 

 
 Scripture   Matthew 2:1-12    (NT page 2) 

 

      One:  This is the good news of Jesus. 
      All:    Thanks be for this grace 
 
Wise Words             “God Burst”                    by Ann Weems 
 
Ministry of Music     “People Get Ready”  by Curtis Mayfield  

(Jamie Hofman, soloist) 
 
Reflection    “A Moment of Epiphany”    Rev. Heather Power 
 

 Hymn               “Bathe Me in Your Light”                ♫ MV #82 
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RESPONDING 
 

Offering Invitation 
 

Offertory                   “Star of Wonder”               by J.J. Heller 
(Kathleen Vanderlinden, soloist) 

 
 Dedication            “What Can I Do?”                   ♫ MV #191 
 

What can I do? What can I bring?  
What can I say? What can I sing?  

I’ll sing with joy. (I’ll sing with joy.)  
I’ll say a prayer. 

 I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 
 
 Offering Prayer  (inspired by Matthew 2:11) 

    One Holy One, 
  We offer you our gold: 
 The morning on the wing  
 The glow on the faces of children at play  
 The shining moments that brighten our lives. 

 

    All: We offer you our frankincense:  
 The quiet reassurance of familiar things  
 The grace of care and friendship  
 The blessing of bread and our heart’s yearning 
 in prayer. 

 

   One: We offer you our myrrh:  
 The ashes of our dreams  
 The bitter taste of our failures  
 The shadows through which we stumble. 

 

   All: Transform these gifts of time, talent and 
 treasure,  
 that we gladly share 
 and transform our lives  
 to reflect more deeply your justice and joy  
 in the life of the world.  Amen. 

Adapted from: http://www.christianaid.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
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Prayers of the People (sung twice) 
             ♫  Hope Shines as the Solitary Star  ♫ MV #220  
 

Hope shines as the solitary star, 
faith is the inner light. 

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 
and illumine the pathway home. 

 
RETURNING 

 

 Hymn              “Arise, Your Light Is Come”             ♫ VU #79 
 
 Commissioning and Blessing  (attributed to St. Columba, 5th c.) 

     One: As we go forth loving God: 
       Be thou a bright flame before me;  
        Be thou a guiding star above me;  
        Be thou a smooth path below me;  
       Be thou a kindly shepherd behind me;  
       Today, tonight and forever. 
 

       All:    Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 Sung Alleluia                                                         ♫ MV #52 

Alle, alle, alleluia! 
Alle, alle, allelu, alle, alleluia! 

 
Postlude               “La Rejouissance”             by G.F. Handel 
 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 

Greeters: ............................... Roberta Hickey, Wendy Ridgway 
Ushers:  ................................  Terry, Wendy, Trevor & Jocelyn Ridgway 
Lay Reader: ..........................  Kathleen Vanderlinden  
Chancel Arrangement: ........   Chancel Committee 
Counters: ..............................   Jim Bowman, Bill Spall 
A/V Operator: .......................  Rob Vanderlinden 
Coffee Hour Hosts: .............. Thelma Hamilton, Roberta Hickey 
Coffee Hour Dessert ............  Thelma Hamilton 
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The Ministry of Parkminster:…...All of us 
Ministers: ...................................... Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ....................................................... Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: ............................ Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ................. Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 

This Week Let Us Pray For: 
 

World Council of Churches 
Iran, Iraq, and Syria 

 

Western Ontario Waterways 
Centennial United Church, Stayner 

 

“WHAT’S UP” AT PARKMINSTER!  For a full listing of messages/ 
events, please refer to your weekly “What’s Up” email sent every Friday.  
If you are not receiving this email but would like to, please contact Melanie 
in the church office at parkuc@golden.net to be added to the list.  
 

Decorations "TAKE DOWN" TODAY.  Meet in the corner classroom 
following  church.  Many hands make light work! Thanks  
 

House Group #4:  Planning meeting today in the family 
room, after the church service. 
 

Listening For God:  Thur., Jan. 9, 1pm at Jane Ruttle’s home to view and 
discuss the next video in the “Interconnected” series. 
 

Parkminster Reads Book Club:  Mon., Jan. 13, 7pm at Mary 
Reynold’s home.  EDUCATED by Tara Westover.  Leader: Barb Wynn. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting – Save the Date! 
Parkminster's Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, February 23, 2020. 
 Please plan to attend. ~ Kathy Shortt, Chair of Council 
 

Christmas Break - Sunday Morning Activities:  Our 
dedicated Sunday Activities leaders and helpers will be taking a well-
deserved break over the Christmas holidays.  
There will be no activities this morning.  Our regular weekly activities 
will resume on January 12th.  Wishing all of our children, youth, families, 
leaders and helpers a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  

mailto:parkuc@golden.net

