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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 

275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 
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Sunday, February 16, 2020 
 

REFLECTION 
“God’s Beloved Community” 

 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude                              “I’ll Fly Away”                              arr. by Mark Hayes 

                   

Welcome/Christ Candle Lighting  “Sing, Sing Out!”     ♫ MV #180 
 

Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. Sing oh people as one voice! 
Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. 
Sing of God. Each heart rejoice! 

Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, as one voice! 
Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, all rejoice! 

 

Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. Sing oh people for rebirth! 
Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. 

Sing of God in all the earth! 
Sing! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah, for rebirth! 
Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, all rejoice! 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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One: In gratitude and with respect we begin by recognizing the 

First Nations on whose traditional land we make our 

spiritual home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the 

Haudenosaunee (Ho- di-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.  

All:   We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has  

  rarely been respectful. We commit to just relationship  

  in the present. 

One:  Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize Earth  

  as our mother upon whose water, air and soil we depend  

  for our lives and our well-being.   

All:   In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge that,  

  as a species, we have not acted with respect for our  

  precious planet.  We commit to learning and    

  practising better stewardship. 

One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no 
 church home, need strength, and are seeking deep 
 meaning. Welcome each other. Welcome the stranger. 
 Welcome all who come.  As Jesus welcomed everyone, 
 regardless of background or social status; as Jesus  
 welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and leaders, 
 foreigners and neighbours, let us open our hearts, our 
 church, our lives.  

 

All:   Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not  

  believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and to  

  those who believe, but who are asking large    

  questions. 

One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to  

  grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children,  

  couples, and single people. 

All:   Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities,  

  abilities, and sexual orientations.  

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of   

  community and what it means to accompany one another. 
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All:   As we come together as church, we turn to one   

  another with gratitude and pray that we will be strong  

  together, faithful together and loving together. We  

  seek blessing as we welcome the great gift of spirit in  

  us, through us, and among us.  

 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Call into Community 
 

One: God’s call is for all people, God’s community embraces all  
  of creation.  
 

All:  We are called to join, embrace and celebrate God’s  
  expansive, beloved community. 
 

One: We are all, black, brown, yellow, red and white bodies  
  wonderfully and beautifully made in the image of God. 
 

All:  Today, we are called to recognize our black siblings  
  and rejoice in their contributions to God’s unfolding  
  story in our nation. 
 

One: For the justice seekers: Josiah Henson, Viola Desmond,  
  Robert Sutherland, Pearleen Oliver. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

One: For the healers: Dr. Anderson Abbot, Clotilda Yakimchuk,  
  Dr. June James. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

One: For the athletes: Barbara Howard, Fergie Jenkins,  
  Harry Jerome, Angela James, Willie O’Ree. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

One: For the pioneers in their fields: Rev. Addie Aylestock,   
  Elijah McCoy, Jean Augustine, Mary Ann Shadd,  
  Isaac Phils, Daurene Lewis. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

One: For the artists: Oliver Jones, Measha Brueggergosman,  
  Drake, Oscar Peterson, Portia White.  
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

One: For the government leaders: Lincoln Alexander, Michaelle  
  Jean, Rosemary Brown, Howard McCurdy, Zanana   
  Akande, Alvin Curling. 
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All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

One: Let us worship in joy and thanksgiving. 
All:  Amen and Amen! 
 

 

Adapted-Carrie Eikler, http://mcobpracticaltheologians.blogspot.com/2011/02/black-history-month-worship-resources.html 
 

*Some of these names are likely familiar and some not.  As a response to our 
celebration, take time this month to learn about these Black Canadians. 
 
 

 Introit                           “You Are Holy”                          ♫ MV #45 
(3 verses, see bottom of page) 

 

Following the opening hymn, children and youth will leave for Sunday School 
activities! For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship Space at the back 
of the sanctuary. Each week, there will be an adult present so that the children can 
play and be cared for while parents worship. Parents are free to come and go from 
that space, according to the needs of their children. 
 

 

PREPARING 
 

Video Reflection—Privilege and Power             Christina Cleveland 
 

Prayer of Confession (sung 2x)                                     ♫ MV #85 

Take, O take me as I am; 
summon out what I shall be; 

set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 
 

Words of Assurance/Passing of the Peace 

One: Friends hear the good news of an honest and open 

confession, beyond the fear and the ego, beyond the pain 

of surrendering to what we do not know, God is there 

waiting, inviting us to healing and wholeness, Friends 

grace abounds, it is yours for the taking, be grateful and 

live freely. 

Friends, repentance is a stepping stone to right 

relationship.  Right relationship is at the core of a life of 

peace.  Let us now exchange the peace with each other, 

inviting one another into God’s community of right 

relationship proclaimed by Jesus.  May the peace of 

Jesus, the Christ be with you…  

All:  And also with you.  

http://mcobpracticaltheologians.blogspot.com/2011/02/black-history-month-worship-resources.html
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EXPLORING 
 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
 

All: May the God who lives beyond us,  
  the God who lives among us, 
  and the God who calls us to live together 
  bless us now with open minds  
  and vulnerable hearts 
  that we might hear a word meant for us. 
  Amen. 

 

Video Reflection—The Word of the Cross    Christina Cleveland 

 
 Scripture—John 17: 20-26  
(taken from “The Message-The Bible in Contemporary English”)  
 

One: This is the good news of Jesus. 
All:  A gift for our lives and our world. 
 

 

Questions for Reflection 

 When have you felt that you were being forced to conform?  
When have you felt appreciated for who you are in the context 
of a group or organization?  How did these scenarios affect 
you? 

 In what ways does your skin colour make life easier or harder 
for you?   

 Who do you celebrate this Black History Month? 
 

Into the Week  

 This week reflect on the communities of which you are a part, 
what would help those communities be more inclusive of all 
people?  What might you need to surrender, what might you 
need to assert for God’s vision of oneness to become a 
reality? 
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John—John is the fourth gospel(good news). Its author makes 
no attempt to give a chronological account of the life of Jesus 
(which the other gospels do, to a degree), but rather "...these 
things are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name." John includes what he calls signs, stories 
of miracles, to help in this process. 

  The stories of Jesus—Matthew, Luke and Mark being the others. 
Chris Haslam-www.montreal.anglican.org/comments/bpr02m.shtml 

 

 

John 17:20-26—This prayer contains John's interpretation of 
what Jesus' life, death and resurrection meant for the Christian 
community for which he was writing in the last decade of the 1st 
century. It also summarizes much of the Gospel.  The whole 
prayer covers familiar themes: Jesus death and resurrection as 
glorification; eternal life as knowing God through faith in Jesus, 
the Christ/Messiah; the disciples as those chosen to represent 
Christ in and to the world; the disciples' need to be sustained in 
their mission through the truth they have received from Jesus and 
now are to share with the world.  In this excerpt, John attempts to 
inspire and encourage his own community of disciples many 
years later. Their faithfulness in a difficult time will keep them in 
loving fellowship with each other, with Christ and with God. It will 
also enable them to accomplish their mission of making the 
"glory" of Christ, the Son of God, known as well as maintain the 
elusive spiritual unity the mission requires. 

Rev. John Shearman www.seemslikegod.org/Lectionary/YearC_Easter7.htm 

 

 
Music Ministry              “I Can Tell the World”     arr. by Moses Hogan 

 
Reflection—God’s Beloved Community 
(The reflections often contain references that are awkward to acknowledge when speaking.  
Please e-mail revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com if you would like a full copy.) 

 

 Hymn             “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”     ♫ VU #575 

 
RESPONDING 

 
 

Offering-Invitation 

   
Offertory                   “I Need Thee Every Hour”      arr. by Dale Wood 

 

 

http://www.seemslikegod.org/Lectionary/YearC_Easter7.htm
mailto:revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com
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 Dedication                    “What Can I Do?”                     ♫ MV #191 
 

What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 

I’ll sing with joy. (I’ll sing with joy.) I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

 
 Offering Prayer 
 

Prayers of the People   ♫  

Spirit open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving. 

Spirit open my heart. 
 

Affirmation of Faith – New Creed  
 

All:  We are not alone,  

 we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God:  

 who has created and is creating, 

 who has come in Jesus,  

 the Word made flesh, 

 to reconcile and make new,  

 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

 We trust in God.   

 We are called to be the Church: 

 to celebrate God’s presence,  

 to live with respect in Creation, 

 to love and serve others,  

 to seek justice and resist evil, 

 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

 our judge and our hope. 

 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

 God is with us.  We are not alone. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

RETURNING 

 
 Hymn                       “As Long As We Follow”                 ♫ MV #140 

(3 verses, last verse “act”) 
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 Commissioning and Blessing 
 
 Sung Alleluia                                                                 ♫ VU #717 

 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 
Postlude                               “Marche”                        by G.F. Handel 

 

 

* * * * * * *  
 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer 
in various ways this Sunday: 
 
Greeters: ....................................... Mark & Ann Dunbar 
Ushers:  ........................................ Mary & Peter McLean, Ruth Farley   
 ....................................................... and Alan Babansee 
Lay Reader: ..........................  ....... Pat Harris 
Sunday Activities Leaders/Helpers: Lynn Harper, Shadow Power 
 ....................................................... Rob Vanderlinden, and Rev. Heather 
Chancel Arrangement: ................ Annette Dekker 
A/V Operator: ..................  ....  ....... Terry Ridgway 
Counters: ...................................... Jim Bowman, Bill Spall 

~ No Coffee Hour today ~ 

The Ministry of Parkminster:………..All of us 
Ministers: ...................................... Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ....................................................... Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: ............................ Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ................. Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 
 

This Week Let Us Pray For: 
 

World Council of Churches 
France, Germany, Monaco 

  
Western Ontario Waterways 

Hepworth United, Sauble Beach 
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“WHAT’S UP” AT PARKMINSTER! 
 

For a full listing of messages/events, please refer to your weekly 
“What’s Up” email sent every Friday.  If you are not receiving this 
email but would like to, please contact Melanie in the church office 
at parkuc@golden.net to be added to the list.  
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Monday, February 17:   

   Church staff will be off for the Family Day statutory holiday.    
Regular office hours will resume the following day.   

 
Sunday, February 23: 

   Annual Congregational Meeting following worship 

   2019 Tax Receipts available for pick-up in the Upper Hall 

   Parkminster Speaker Series – Lecture #2 @ 7:30pm with 
guest speaker, Deborah VanNijNatten 

 

Wednesday, February 26: 

   Ash Wednesday Service:  Please join us February 26
th
, 

7:00pm at Parkminster for a shared Ash Wednesday service 

of the Waterloo United Churches.  Ash Wednesday begins 

the season of Lent, a time of preparing ourselves to 

experience the power and passion of Jesus’ journey to 

Jerusalem and the final week of his life.  Lent is a time of 

introspection and turning back to our connection with the 

Sacred.  You’ll be invited to receive the mark of the ashes on 

your forehead or hand as a sign of our mortality, a reminder of 

our vulnerability as living beings, our utter dependence on 

grace and the urgency to live this life more fully.  The journey 

begins February 26
th
, you are invited to be a part of it. 

 
Sunday, March 1: 

   Plett Meal Centre-Solidarity Soup Lunch: Mark your calendar! 
On Sunday, March 1st be sure to join us for one of our favourite 
annual events! Parkminster youth will be preparing home-made 
soups to be served after church in the gym. A free will offering will 
be received for our long-time friends the Plett Meal Centre in 
South Africa.  If you would like to make an additional donation, 
please clearly mark Plett Meal Centre on your donation on the 
offering plate. ~ Jim Bowman, Outreach Treasurer  

 

 

 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
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Thank you from Lincoln Heights:  “Everything is going well here. 

We just wanted to thank you and the church congregation for once 

again supporting our family program. With your financial support we 

are able to increase our food supply towards making sure the 

students get more choices for lunches when they have nothing. 

Thank you for the donation of mittens, etc. – we have already given 

some away. Thank you for supporting our community. Take care 

and please pass on my thanks.” Lisa Lewis 

Thank you from Edna Light and the Plett Meal Centre:  “Please 

convey to the people of Parkminster United just how very grateful 

we are to receive this donation at this time. It is not adequate 

merely to say thank-you as it does not express the void that it fills in 

our budget. We know that it represents so much hard effort and 

physical work. I have a group of Canadian tourists visiting the 

Kitchen and Eyethu on Tuesday 11
th Feb. and will ask them to send 

you some of the pictures they are sure to take.  We sent 11 

students from Eyethu to primary school this year and were able to 

furnish them all with school uniforms , shoes and book bags. That 

alone cost us about R12000. However it is wonderful that they are 

able to start school with dignity and the knowledge required for 

school readiness. Thanks to the generosity of folk like you. Love to 

all at Parkminster.” Edna Light 

 
Snow Plowing:  Our snow plow operator is trying to get the 

property plowed as close to service time as possible when the 

snow is still falling.  If the operation is still taking place when you 

arrive, please park in the areas that are already plowed so your 

vehicle is not at risk and plowing is much more efficient.  Thank 

you, Bert Blackburn - Chair of Property Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  

 

 


