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PARKMINSTER UNITED CHURCH 

275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, ON   N2J 1N6 
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Sunday, February 9, 2020 
 

REFLECTION 
Community and Change—One More Step 

 
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
          

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude                     “This Little Light of Mine”           arr. by Mark Hayes 

                   

Welcome/Christ Candle Lighting  “Sing, Sing Out!”     ♫ MV #180 
 

Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. Sing oh people as one voice! 
Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. 
Sing of God. Each heart rejoice! 

Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, as one voice! 
Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, all rejoice! 

 

Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. Sing oh people for rebirth! 
Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. 

Sing of God in all the earth! 
Sing! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah, for rebirth! 
Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, all rejoice! 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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Statement of Welcome/Passing of the Peace 
 

One: Today we continue to seek the guidance of faith in times 
of change.  In the midst of Black History Month we come 
seeking guidance in the quest for right relationship.  

 So, we begin in gratitude and with respect by recognizing 
the First Nations on whose traditional land we make our 
spiritual home, the Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the 
Haudenosaunee (Ho- di-no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.  

 

All: We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has 
rarely been respectful. We commit to just relationship 
in the present. 

 

One:  Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize Earth 
as our mother upon whose water, air and soil we depend 
for our lives and our well-being.   

 

All: In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge that, 
as a species, we have not acted with respect for our 
precious planet.  We commit to learning and 
practising better stewardship. 

 

One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no 
church home, need strength, and are seeking deep 
meaning. Welcome each other. Welcome the stranger. 
Welcome all who come.  As Jesus welcomed everyone, 
regardless of background or social status; as Jesus  
welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and leaders, 
foreigners and neighbors, let us open our hearts, our 
church, our lives.  

 

All: Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not 
believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and to 
those who believe, but who are asking large 
questions. 

 

One:  Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to 
grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children, 
couples, and single people. 

 

All: Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities, 
abilities, and sexual orientations.  

 

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of 
community and what it means to accompany one another. 
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All: As we come together as church, we turn to one 
another with gratitude and pray that we will be strong 
together, faithful together and loving together. We 
seek blessing as we welcome the great gift of spirit in 
us, through us, and among us.  

 

One: Let us be the Christ to everyone we meet. In this Spirit I 
invite you to share the peace of Jesus with your 
neighbour… 

 May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be with you… 
 

All:  And also with you. 
 

Adapted—Lisa Frenz https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-litanies/greeting-of-peace 

 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Call into Community 
 

One:  Jesus went to the mountain and was transformed. 

All:  But change can be hard for us. 

One: You call us, O God, to change our lives. 

All:  But change can be hard for us. 

One: You call us, O God, to change our hearts. 

All:  But change can be hard for us. 

One: You call us, O God, to change our thinking. 

All:   But change can be hard for us. 

One: Open our minds, our hearts, our doors, 

All:  Open us, O God, to your loving changes. 

One: Let us worship, anticipating God’s transformation of our  

  lives. 

 

 Introit                           “Over My Head”            ♫ MV #88 (vv. 1 - 3) 

 
EXPLORING 

 
Opening Prayer  
 
 

One: Today in our worship,  
  we lament anti-Black racism and violence in North   
  America and around the world. 

We pray that the Spirit will reorient us:  
challenging us to live by grace rather than entitlement; 
expecting us to be a blessing to the earth.  

https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-


4 

 

All:  We pray that by acknowledging our brokenness, we  
  will be closer to becoming a place where the good  
  news is lived out:  
 spirits nurtured and hearts comforted, 
 gifts shared for the good of all, 
 resistance to the forces that exploit and 
 marginalize, 
 fierce love in the face of violence, 
 human dignity defended, 
 members of a community held and inspired by God. 

 
One: Through our tears, may we witness to your love and   

  grace. Transform us, Holy One, transform us! Amen.   

Based on A Song of Faith, The United Church of Canada, 2016, adapted. 

 
Ministry of Music              “Gospel Ring”         arr. by Laura Ann Page 

(Cast in Bronze Handbell Choir, accompanied by Gillian Hobson)  

 

Children and youth are invited to leave for Sunday Morning 
Activities. For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship 
Space at the back of the sanctuary. Each week, there will be an 
adult present so that the children can play and be cared for 
while parents worship. Parents are free to come and go from 
that space, according to the needs of their children. 

 

 Scripture—Matthew 17: 1-8  
(taken from “The Message-The Bible in Contemporary Language”)  
 

One: This is the good news of Jesus. 
All:  Thanks be for this grace. 
 
 
 

Questions for Reflection  
 What have been the major changes in your life? Where have 

you seen glimpses of glory? 
 What endings and what beginnings did these changes mark? 

 
Into the Week 
 Pay attention to “good news” stories that inspire hope, change, 

and transformation here at home and around the world. 
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Matthew— Three gospels (the good news) in the New Testament 
portion of the bible offer similar portraits of the life of Jesus.  This 
gospel is the first in the New Testament, but it was probably the 
second to be written. Scholars recognize that it borrows material 
from Mark, and from a sayings source containing sayings of Jesus 
and known as Q (for Quelle, German for source). The author shows 
an understanding of Jewish culture and religion not found in the 
other gospels. It was probably written about 60 to 70 AD, possibly 
for a largely Jewish audience.               The stories of Jesus—Mark and Luke being the others. 

 Chris Haslam- www.montreal.anglican.org/comments/aadv1m.shtml  

 
Matthew 17: 1-7—Does any other story of Jesus’ ministry greater 
contain more mystery than this? Was it a vision revealing to the 
disciples Jesus’ true nature and his future glory after death? Or was 
this an interpretation of what the ministry of Jesus meant to the 
church founded by the apostles? The cloud and the voice 
symbolized not only the close presence of God, but God’s 
designation of Jesus as Messiah first stated in his batpism. The 
appearance of Moses and Elijah, as well as Peter’s desire to build 
three tabernacles, indicated that this renewed revelation at this 
crucial moment in Jesus’ ministry still maintained the vital 
connection with the law and the prophets of Israel. It also reflected 
the early apostolic church’s unbreakable continuity with the spiritual 
tradition of Israel.                                       John Shearman--http://seemslikegod.org/lectionary/ 

 
Music Ministry    “Somebody Knocking at Your Door”    

arr. by Mark Arnold 
(Cast in Bronze Handbell Choir) 

 
Reflection—Community and Change—One More Step 

 
Video:                    “A Change is Gonna Come”            Sam Cooke 

 
RESPONDING 

 
 

Offering-Invitation 

   
Offertory            “Take My Hand, Precious Lord”   by Thomas Dorsey  

(soloist, Lani Kerbl) 
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 Dedication                    “What Can I Do?”                     ♫ MV #191 
 

What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 

I’ll sing with joy. (I’ll sing with joy.) I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

 
 Offering Prayer 
 

One: Holy One,  
we offer up the treasure that we joyfully share; 
we offer up the skills and time that we have been blessed 
with; 
we offer up ourselves in service and praise. 
 

All:  Receive all of these gifts shared in so many ways. 
  May they be glimpses of glory and transformation   
  here in this place, in our community and in the world.  
  Amen. 
 

Adapted from a prayer by Joanna Harader, and posted on the Spacious Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/ 

 

Prayers of the People (sung 2x)                                     ♫ MV #21 

Open our hearts, open our minds. 
Open our lives to you O loving God. 

 

RETURNING 

 
 Hymn                       “Spirit God, Be Our Breath”            ♫ MV #150 
 
 Commissioning and Blessing 
 
 Sung Alleluia                                                                 ♫ VU #717 

 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 
Postlude                             “Sonata”                       by Antonio Vivaldi 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

* * * * * * *

http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer in 
various ways this Sunday: 
 
 

Greeters: ............................................. Annette Dekker & Henry Tensen 
Ushers:  ............................................... David & Lee Oborne  
 ............................................................. and Anne & Mark Dunbar 
Lay Reader: ...............................  ........ Liz Forde 
Sunday Activities Leaders/Helpers: Dave Bertrand, Lynn Harper, 
 ............................................................. Wendy Rudd, Franceen Wagner 
Musicians: .......................................... Gillian Hobson, accompanist 
 ............................................................. Lani Kerbl, soloist 
 ............................................................. Cast in Bronze Handbell Choir 
Chancel Arrangement: ...................... Annette Dekker 
A/V Operator: .......................  ....  ........ Kieran Power 
Counters: ............................................ Marilyn Hill & Bud Adams 
Coffee Hour Hosts: ............................ Bob & Liz Forde 
Coffee Hour Dessert: ........................ Mary McLean  

The Ministry of Parkminster:………..All of us 
Ministers: ............................................ Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ............................................................. Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: .................................. Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ...................... Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .......................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 

 
This Week Let Us Pray For: 

 

World Council of Churches 
Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland 

 

Western Ontario Waterways 
First United Church, Waterloo 

 

“WHAT’S UP” AT PARKMINSTER! 
 

For a full listing of messages/events, please refer to your weekly 
“What’s Up” email sent every Friday.  If you are not receiving this email 
but would like to, please contact Melanie in the church office at 
parkuc@golden.net to be added to the list.  
 

 
* * * TODAY * * * 

 

House Group #9 will be meeting in the family room after worship to plan 
March duties. 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
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* * * STUDY LEAVE * * * 

Rev. Joe Gaspar will be returning from his study leave on Monday, 

February 10
th
.   

 

 
* * * COMING UP * * * 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting – Kathy Shortt, Chair of Council 
Parkminster's ACM will be on Sunday, February 23, 2020.  Please 
plan to attend. 
 
Parkminster Speaker Series – Lecture #2 
We got off to a great start last Sunday, with 85 attending Gary Bruce’s 
presentation on Germany’s Far Right.  
Mark your calendars now for our next public lecture:   
Sunday, February 23 @ 7:30pm 
Guest Speaker: Deborah VanNijNatten  
Topic: Crafting a National Climate Strategy 
Everyone is welcome. Free-will offering is appreciated. 
 

 

 

Climate Exhibits, Forums & Activities 
Four Exhibits – One Planet 
Now to September 7

th
  (insert in The Record – Jan 25

th
) 

 
@ The Museum downtown Kitchener 

“ALARM” :  “THEMUSEUM looks to use its stage to shine a light 
on the efforts being done to help conserve a natural climate and 
make transformative connections to what individuals, corporations 
and governments must do to chart a new course of optimism for the 
future.” Visit: www.themuseum.ca for details   
 
 

@ The Shops at Uptown Waterloo 
“SPECTRUM | The Climate Emergency Experience is a 
temporary pop-up exhibition presented by The Museum and 
Uptown Waterloo. It is one of four exhibitions as part of ALARM | 
Responding to Our Climate Emergency. Look at the climate crisis in 
a whole new way today (literally!) as you are confronted with 
impressive installations which, like the scientific evidence of our 
changing climate, are impossible to ignore.”   
Visit: www.waterloouptown.bia for details  
 
Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc.  

 

 

 

http://www.themuseum.ca/
http://www.waterloouptown.bia/

