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Sunday, February 23, 2020 

 

SCOUTING SUNDAY & ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Rev. Joe Gaspar and Rev. Heather Power 
 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting following worship 

 
 

 

LARGE PRINT Bulletins, Voices United Hymn Books and 
Bibles are available from the ushers. 
 

BULLETIN NOTATIONS:   
Signal to stand, for those who are able. 
VU~Voices United Hymn book MV~More Voices Hymn book 
 

Welcome Visitors! We're glad to have you worshipping with us at Parkminster and 
would like to make sure you feel connected.  Please take a few minutes to fill out 
one of the white information envelopes found in the pews and place it on the 
offering plate, or put it in the mail slot outside the office.  Whether you'd like more 
information about Parkminster's programs, want to request offering envelopes, or 
have a question about becoming a member – or whatever else is important to you, 
we'd love to hear from you!  Welcome! 

 

* * * * * * 
Our worship this morning is an all-ages, inter-
generational service. Children and youth will remain 
upstairs today. Sunday activities will resume next week.  
 
For babies and toddlers, there is the Family Worship 
Space at the back of the sanctuary. Each week, there 
will be an adult present so that the children can play and 
be cared for while parents worship. Parents are free to 
come and go from that space, according to the needs of 
their children. 

* * * * * * * 
 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
http://www.parkuc.ca/
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GATHERING 
 

Prelude              “I've Got Peace Like a River”   arr. by Mark Hayes 
                        
Christ Candle Lighting/Procession of the Flags 
 

“Sing, Sing Out!”     ♫ MV #180 
 

Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. Sing oh people as one voice! 
Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. 
Sing of God. Each heart rejoice! 

Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, as one voice! 
Sing! Hallelujah! Hallelujah, all rejoice! 

 

Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. Sing oh people for rebirth! 
Sing, sing out! Sing a new song. 

Sing of God in all the earth! 
Sing! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah, for rebirth! 

 
Welcome 
 
Statement of Welcome/Passing of the Peace 
 

One: Today, we welcome the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers who 

share our space here at Parkminster. We welcome their 

participation in today’s worship and offer gratitude for each 

young life and the adults who lead them. We also begin in 

gratitude and with respect by recognizing the First Nations 

on whose traditional land we make our spiritual home, the 

Anishnawbe (A-nish-NA-bay) the Haudenosaunee (Ho- di-

no-SHOW-nay), and the Neutral.  

All: We acknowledge, with regret, that this history has 

rarely been respectful. We commit to just relationship 

in the present. 
 

One:  Along with First Nations everywhere, we recognize Earth 

as our mother upon whose water, air and soil we depend 

for our lives and our well-being.   
 

All: In the midst of a climate crisis we acknowledge that, as 
a species, we have not acted with respect for our 
precious planet.  We commit to learning and practising 
better stewardship. 
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One: Seeking true community, we welcome all who have no 
church home, need strength, and are seeking deep 
meaning. Welcome each other.  Welcome the stranger. 
Welcome all who come.  As Jesus welcomed everyone, 
regardless of background or social status; as Jesus  
welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and leaders, 
foreigners and neighbours, let us open our hearts, our 
church, our lives.  

 

All:  Welcome to those who have doubts or who do not 

 believe. Welcome to those whose faith is sure, and to 

 those who believe, but who are asking large 

 questions. 

One:   Welcome to visitors and to familiar friends. Welcome to 

 grandparents, to mothers, fathers, youth and children, 

 couples, and single people. 

All:   Welcome to people of all colours, gender identities,  

  abilities, and sexual orientations.  

One:  Welcome to each who is seeking an understanding of   

  community and what it means to accompany one another. 

All:   As we come together as church, we turn to one   

  another with gratitude and pray that we will be strong  

  together, faithful together, and loving together. We  

  seek blessing as we welcome the great gift of spirit in  

  us, through us, and among us.  

One: Let us be the Christ to everyone we meet. In this Spirit I  
 invite you to share the peace of Jesus with your 
 neighbour… 
 May the peace of Jesus, the Christ be with you… 

 

All:  And also with you. 
 

Adapted—Lisa Frenz https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-litanies/greeting-of-peace 

  
Joys and Concerns 
 
Call into Community – Scouter Xander Pease 
 

One: A space to learn and grow.  

All:  A space to try new things. 

One: A space to pass on our story. 

https://sites.google.com/site/lisasliturgies/prayers-and-
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All:  A space to connect with nature. 

One: A space to be still and listen. 

All:  A space to pause and reconnect. 

One: A space to make new friends and build community. 

All:  A space to connect with God.  

One:  A space to be welcome and to worship together!  

 
Introit                  “Oh a Song Must Rise”            ♫ MV #142 
 

EXPLORING 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All:   Loving God, 
   As we hear the stories of our faith, 
   Open our minds, 
   Open our hearts, 
   To your surprising ways. 
   Amen. 
 
Ministry of Music          “Hymn to Freedom”       by Oscar Peterson 

(Accompanist, Bob Hudgins) 
 

 Scripture—Matthew 14: 22-33  -- Scouter Noah Snow 
Lectionary Story Bible – Year A 
 

One: This is the good news of Jesus. 
All:  Thanks be for this grace. 
 

Hymn                    “I Can Feel You Near Me God”             ♫ MV #48 
 

During the final verse of the hymn, children, youth, scouting groups 
and leaders are invited to come forward.  
 
Game Never Have I Ever… 
 
Reflection—On Scouting – Scouter Timm Vera 
 
Blessing of the Scouts 
 

O God, your will is that all your children should grow into fullness of 
life. We lift to you the ministry of scouting that has been part of this 
community for many years.  
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… 

We give thanks for camping and outdoor adventures, to teach us 
that the world is our great home; 
for study and work, to build character; 
for service, to see our responsibility to those in need. 
 

Bless the work of scouting, in this place here at Parkminster and 
around the world, that, through its efforts, these young people may 
increase in wisdom and in stature, and in love with you and all 
people. 
 

We pray for continued safety and growth for scouts and leaders, 
their families, friends, and all who may be influenced by this 
program. 
 

We pray for continued support from this congregation here at 
Parkminster, and that each and every scout may consider this 
community a place of welcome and love. 
 

We thank you for your calling to serve the least of these, and in so 
doing, to discover ourselves in your image of grace and love. 
 

Bless these young people and their leaders this day and always. 
 

All of God’s people said: Amen. 

 
RESPONDING 

 
Minute for Mission “Our Generation: The Mission & Service 
Music Video 2019” 
 

At Toronto Conference’s Annual Meeting in 2011, youth delegates 
presented a vision for the future of the church and their place in it. 
The result of those first ideas was a song that has since inspired 
many people. Thanks to a Mission & Service Vision Fund grant, the 
group was able to record it, and that amazing and inspirational 
song—“Our Generation”—has become the theme song for the 
Mission & Service music video. Our young people and the work of 
Mission & Service continues to transform our communities of 
faith…and the world!  
 
Offering-Invitation 
If you are visiting with us or are new to Parkminster please do not feel 
obligated to participate in the offering, your presence is your gift to us. 

 
Offertory             “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  

arr. by Dale Wood 
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 Dedication                    “What Can I Do?”                     ♫ MV #191 
 

What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 

I’ll sing with joy. (I’ll sing with joy.) I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

 
 Offering Prayer 
 

Prayers of the People   ♫ MV #21 (sung 2x)  

Open our hearts, open our minds. 
Open our lives to you O loving God. 

 
One:  Holy One we thank you for people. 
All:   We thank you for our parents and grandparents; 
  brothers and sisters; teachers and friends. 
 

One:  We thank you for our city. 
All:   We thank you for our church building, our 
  homes and our schools, for places to work and 
  places to play. 
 

One:  We thank you for nature and all of creation. 
All:   We thank you for the rocks, the trees, the 
  animals and the birds. 
 

One:  We thank you for water. 
All:   We thank you for rivers and stream; oceans and 
  lakes. 
 

One:  We thank you for our bodies. 
All:   We thank you for eyes that can see, feet that can 
  move, ears that can hear, fingers that can touch. 
 

One:  We thank you for our food. 
All:   We thank you for cereal, sandwiches and 
  cookies to eat; apples that crunch and we most 
  definitely thank you for chocolate! 
 
One:  Now we want to offer up our concerns. We 
  pray for people who live in fear. 
All:   People who are abused; live in poverty or who 
  do not have a home. 
 

One:  We pray for places where your peace is not known. 
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All:   Places at war, homes in turmoil, towns where 
  industries are shut down. 
 

One:  We pray for the environment. 
All:   Where nature is needlessly destroyed.  
  Where pollution kills living things. 
 

One:  We pray for bodies that are hurting. 
All:   Where people that are suffering from illness and 
  need your healing. 
 

One:  We pray for people who do not have enough to eat. 
All:   Where jobs are few and food is scarce. 
 

One:  We pray for a world where all people may  
  experience being cared for. 
All:   We pray for a world that may know your love and 
  your peace. 
 

One:  We pray for those we know and love… 
 

Lord’s Prayer – Paraphrase of our faith tradition 
 

All:   Our God, loving Parent, 
  Your name is holy. 
  May your peace come. 
  May we live in the world, 
  the way you live in heaven. 
  Give us enough food to share every day. 
  Help us know what is good and bad. 
  Help us forgive our friends and family; 
  Keep us from all danger. 
  For the earth, seas, skies – all is Yours. 
  Forever and ever. 
  Amen. 

 

RETURNING 
 

 Hymn:                      “Go Make a Diff’rence”                   ♫ MV #209 
 

 Commissioning and Blessing 
 

 Sung Alleluia                                                                 ♫ VU #717 
 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 

Postlude              “When the Saints Go Marching In”  
(Musicians: Bob Hudgins, Jeff Stacey & Neil Murray)                                    
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A very special thank you to all of the  
children, youth and leaders from the  

9th Waterloo Scouts  
who participated today’s service! 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their gift of time to volunteer in 
various ways this Sunday: 
 
Greeters: ............................................. Mike Henhoeffer along with children, 
 ............................................................. Eddie, Cora & Ruby 
Ushers:  .............................................. Ruth Farley & Scouts  
Candle Lighter: .................................. Scout 
Call Into Community: ........................ Scouter Xander Pease 
Reflection: .......................................... Scouter Timm Vera 
Lay Reader: ........................................ Scouter Noah Snow  
Chancel Arrangement: ...................... Annette Dekker 
A/V Operator: .......................  ....  ........ Gabriel Bruce 
Musicians: .......................................... Bob Hudgins, Jeff Stacey 
Counters: ............................................ Marilyn Hill, Bud Adams 
Coffee Hour Hosts: ............................ Laura Hamilton, Ray Gormley 
Coffee Hour Dessert: ........................ Laura Hamilton, Ruth Farley &  
 ............................................................. Ann Dunbar 

The Ministry of Parkminster:..… All of us 
Ministers: ............................................ Rev. Joe Gaspar (ext. 23)  
 ............................................................. Rev. Heather Power (ext. 22) 
Music Director: .................................. Neil Murray (ext. 25)  
Office Administrator:   ...................... Melanie Chisholm (ext. 21) 
Custodian: .......................................... Allen Switzer (ext. 26) 

 
This Week Let Us Pray For: 

 
World Council of Churches 

Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands 
& 

Western Ontario Waterways 
Tottenham & Rich Hill United Churches 

 

 

 

Refreshments will be served in the Narthex 
prior to the start of the meeting.  A limited 
number of hardcopies of the 2019 Annual 
Report are available in the Narthex. 
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Parkminster United Church 
Annual Congregational Meeting  

 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 
 

AGENDA 

1. Mission and Vision Statements 

2. Chair’s Remarks - Kathy Shortt 

3. Opening prayer/memorial/celebrations – Heather Power 

4. Motion that the congregation approve Kathy Shortt as   
  Chair of this Annual Congregational Meeting  
 
5. Motion that the congregation approve Kathy Hagedorn  
  Hehl as Secretary of this Annual Congregational Meeting  
 
6. Motion that all active adherents of Parkminster be allowed  
  to participate and vote in this Annual Congregational   
  Meeting 
 
7. Motion to accept the Agenda  
 
8. Motion to accept the Minutes of the Annual Congregational 
  Meeting dated Feb. 10, 2019, pp. 28-31  
 
9. Motion to accept the 2019 Committee reports as recorded  
  in the Annual Report of 2019  
 
10. Finance Report, pp. 21-25 - Jack Reynolds, Treasurer  
 
11. Motion to approve the 2020 Operating Budget as    
  presented in the 2019 Annual Report  
 
12. Appointment of reviewer for the 2020 Financial Year –  
  Jack Reynolds, Treasurer  
 
13. Outreach Report, pp. 26-27 - Wendy Watson/Jim Bowman  
 
14. Motion to approve the 2020 Outreach Budget as presented 
  in the 2019 Annual Report  
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15. Honouring the retiring committee chairs and members –  
  Kathy Shortt  
 
16. Nominating Committee report – Mary Reynolds 
 
17. Motion to approve leadership team for 2019-2020 as  
  outlined by the Nominating Committee. Welcome of new 
  volunteers 
 
18. Any Other Business 
 
19. Closing Prayer – Joe Gaspar  
 
20. Motion to Adjourn  

 
 

 

“WHAT’S UP” AT PARKMINSTER! 
 

For a full listing of messages/events, please refer to your weekly 
“What’s Up” email sent every Friday.  If you are not receiving this 
email but would like to, please contact Melanie in the church office 
at parkuc@golden.net to be added to the list.  
 

 
 

Tax Receipts:  2019 receipts are available for pick-up in the Upper 
Hall.  Please contact Jack Reynolds with any questions you may 
have.  
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Prayer shawls have been lovingly & 
prayerfully created over countless hours of work for anyone in need 
of support or comfort.  Some shawls are on display this morning in 
the Upper Hall.  If you would like one please feel free to help 
yourself.  
 
Speaker Series:  Join us tonight at 7:30pm to hear Debora 
VanNijNatten speak on “Crafting A National Climate Stragegy”.   

 

 
Snow Plowing:  Our snow plow operator is trying to get the 
property plowed as close to service time as possible when the 
snow is still falling.  If the operation is still taking place when you 
arrive, please park in the areas that are already plowed so your 
vehicle is not at risk and plowing is much more efficient.  Thank 
you, Bert Blackburn - Chair of Property Committee 

 

 

 

 

mailto:parkuc@golden.net
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Ash Wednesday Service:  Please join us February 26
th

, 7:00pm 

at Parkminster for a shared Ash Wednesday service of the 

Waterloo United Churches.  Ash Wednesday begins the season of 

Lent, a time of preparing ourselves to experience the power and 

passion of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and the final week of his 

life.  Lent is a time of introspection and turning back to our 

connection with the Sacred.  You’ll be invited to receive the mark of 

the ashes on your forehead or hand as a sign of our mortality, a 

reminder of our vulnerability as living beings, our utter dependence 

on grace and the urgency to live this life more fully.  The journey 

begins February 26
th
, you are invited to be a part of it. 

 
Lenten Discussion:  Lent is just around the corner, a time to 

nurture and deepen our faith and nurture our spiritual lives.  At the 

Ash Wednesday service on February 26
th
 and then again at the first 

Sunday in Lent service on March 1
st
 you’ll have an opportunity to 

reflect on how you might nurture your spiritual/faith life over the 

fourty days of Lent and then make a Lenten commitment for that 

period.  Beginning Sunday March 1
st

 and then March 15
th

, 22
nd

, 

29
th

 and April 5
th

 you are invited to an after worship discussion to 

talk about your experiences of trying to live into that commitment.  

We might also engage in some discussion on that day’s scripture 

and reflection.  Come for one or come for all.  Rev. Joe or Rev. 

Heather will be your host for this discussion.  Any questions please 

contact Rev. Joe at revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com or 519 

885 2935 ext. 23. 
 

Plett Meal Centre-Solidarity Soup Lunch: Mark your calendar! 
On Sunday, March 1

st
 be sure to join us for one of our favourite 

annual events! Parkminster youth will be preparing home-made 
soups to be served after church in the gym. A free will offering will 
be received for our long-time friends the Plett Meal Centre in South 
Africa.  If you would like to make an additional donation, please 
clearly mark Plett Meal Centre on your donation on the offering 
plate. ~ Jim Bowman, Outreach Treasurer  
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:revjoegaspar.parkminster@gmail.com
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Council Bytes for February ~ Kathy Shortt, Chair of Council 
 

 The Resettlement Committee is preparing for our new Syrian 
family and will be looking for rental accommodation. Council 
passed a motion approving the signing of a lease by a named 
Guarantor on the basis that the Guarantor will be fully 
indemnified by the church for any claims based on the 
guarantee. The Resettlement Committee will hold back $5000 
of the monies raised to be used for future house repairs as 
needed in our term of sponsorship. The Resettlement 
Committee will ensure that tenant liability insurance is in place. 

 Council adopted the following Faith Formation 
Recommendations: 
o That a “Spiritual Exploration Working Group” be 

established as a Pop Up Committee that would report to 
the Community Liaison on Council (as per the 
constitution). Invitations to be issued to those who 
responded positively to the survey question about serving 
on a committee. 

o That the Ministers work with the SEWG to plan, encourage 
and develop spiritual exploration opportunities for adults in 
the congregation taking into consideration the survey 
results and the gifts and energy of the congregation 
members and staff. 

o That this arrangement be reviewed and evaluated in a 
year’s time. 

 Karen Schertzberg asked that people focus their requests for 
office administration help to Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
and limit requests on Thursday and Friday as those are very 
busy days in the office. 

 Barb Leask Wynne will be sending out police check information 
to Committee Chairs working with vulnerable populations. 

 Council passed a motion approving a Fundraising Concert by 
The Band in support of John Watson’s Nicaragua Project on 
the evening of April 4, 2020. 

 Gratitude was expressed to Jennifer Allan for her excellent 
work compiling the Annual Report. 

 Gratitude was expressed to the retiring members of Council 
(Jim Bowman, Kathy Hagedorn Hehl, Don Linkletter, Deb 
Miethig, Jack Reynolds, Rob Vanderlinden) for their dedication, 
commitment, and leadership. 

 

Parkminster United Church honours all copyright laws holding licenses which cover copying activities that assist with 
congregational singing, computer projections, song sheets, bulletin inserts, and recording services, etc. 

 


