
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

“What’s UP” 
at Parkminster! 

THIS WEEK Let Us Pray For 
World Council of Churches: 

India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka  
& 

Western Ontario Waterways (Region 8): 
Zion United Church, New Hamburg 

 
 

 

For the week of May 3, 2020 
Easter 4 

 
Have you “liked” us on Facebook? Are you sharing our 
posts? Our church page is another great way to stay in 
touch and share all of the great things happening at 
Parkminster!  Visit our page at this 
link:  https://www.facebook.com/ParkminsterUC/    

and click on the thumbs up      “like” symbol so you’re 
following and sharing!  
 

Please subscribe to our YouTube channel to get access to 
all service videos, etc. Please use the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQC3fMLhZA
aMZtdNEBmv2ig and click on “subscribe.” 
 
 

 
 

Check Us Out! 

You Are Not Alone.  
Come Share the Journey. 

 
Broadview: (formerly the Observer) Broadview is 
our award-winning magazine.  For a new 
subscription to this magazine, please contact the 
Church Office.   
 

Stay connected with the larger church: Visit 
www.united-church.ca for many resources such as 
e-newsletters, events & webinars, United Church 
Foundation, EDGE, Gifts with Vision and more.   

 

 

Stay Connected … 

 

• Council reviewed the EDGE Financial Assessment and is finalizing the completion of the EDGE 
Congregational Life and Leadership Report. By completing these forms now, Parkminster will be in a 
position to proceed with Phase One of the EDGE Development Strategy when the COVID-19 restrictions are 
lifted. 

• The COVID-19 Working Group has been busy establishing a new “normal” for maintaining connections at 
Parkminster. Appreciation was expressed to staff for the inspirational online worship services, Parkminster 
Connects, Children’s Online Gathering and Parkminster Youth Online; and to volunteers for organizing 
Outreach initiatives; for the phone call ministry and for the card ministry. Thanks as well to our custodian 
whose work allows us to maintain a space for the Sustainable Market grocery service. 

• Givings have dropped during the pandemic and the Treasurer will look into the process for accepting e-
transfers as an additional option for accepting donations. Finance continues to explore government 
pandemic rebates and loan possibilities. 

• Protocol was discussed for a COVID exit framework and strategy. It was decided that the COVID-19 Working 
Group will make recommendations to Council and any exit framework and strategy will require a motion 
from Council.   

•  
 

 

COUNCIL BYTES for April 2020– Kathy Shortt, Chair of Council 

https://www.facebook.com/ParkminsterUC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQC3fMLhZAaMZtdNEBmv2ig
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQC3fMLhZAaMZtdNEBmv2ig
http://www.united-church.ca/


 
 
 
 

 
As a community of faith, we find ourselves unable to gather in person due to the Covid-19 pandemic. These are 
horrific times.  We are challenged in so many ways, including not being able to meet physically. However, it is 
heartening to see our church come together to help each other in new ways to worship and reach out to those 
in need. 
 

Often when we worship together, many share their gifts via the offering plate. Now that we can’t lean on this 
traditional way of giving, we want you to be aware of other ways to give. We also take seriously the reality that 
some in our congregation are facing new financial hardships due to lay-offs, store closures, sickness, and/or 
caring for family members.  Our first priority is providing pastoral care and maintaining the relationships that 
exist within our community of faith.  Inviting people to new ways of giving must absolutely take into account 
one’s personal situation. We recognize that some will have to reduce their level of giving.  
In these unprecedented times, to help make giving accessible and easy, here are some ways available to you: 

Post-Dated Cheques:  Post-dated cheques are a familiar way for people to give. Place them in an envelope, 
sealed with a wet sponge not licked, and mail them to the church.  Include a note indicating how you want your 
offering distributed...Local, Capital, Outreach, CE, Benevolent, Refugee, Memorial Endowment Fund. 

PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance):  Sign up for PAR. That allows you to give through an automatic monthly 
withdrawal from your bank account. Contact the church office if you would like to do that. You will receive a 
PAR authorization form by email, which you will need to return along with a void cheque or credit card 
information. That information is then sent to the PAR administrator at the General Council Office.  

Canada Helps:  Go to the Parkminster website www.parkuc.ca, scroll down to the Give Now icon, and give by 
credit card on-line through Canada Helps. Unlike some other on-line credit card giving options, Canada Helps is 
a Canadian registered charity which exists purely to enable other charities to receive online gifts. Canada Helps 
is a not a for-profit business. Canada Helps will email a tax-receipt to you and deposits the money in the church 
bank account.  They deduct 3% to cover their expenses. 

 
 
 

 

 

Generosity in Unprecedented Times 

 
 

Two Countries One World (TCOW) 2021:   
TCOW is planning a trip to Colombia for March Break 
of 2021. Youth who will be in Grade 10 and up for 
the 2020/21 school year are invited to apply to take 
part.  Please contact Rev. Heather if you are 
applying as there is other paper work she will need 
to assist you with. 
revheather.parkminster@gmail.com     
Applications are available on the TCOW 
website: https://www.waterlootcow.ca/tcow-
2021/2021-participant-application/  and should be 
submitted to the TCOW committee by May 15th. If 
you have any trouble submitting the form, please 
send an email to info@waterlootcow.ca 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Make Your Own “MINDFUL MEDITATION JAR” 
Each Sunday we've been taking time to center 
ourselves through meditation at the beginning of 
our online worship service. This Sunday we will be 
doing the same with the help of a visual of a Mindful 
Meditation Jar to focus on. This is a wonderful 
activity that children and families can make together 
- or anyone who might appreciate it! Here's a link to 
create your own: https://ripplekindness.org/mind-
jars-a-visual-aid-for-calming-the-senses/  
 
 

 
 

PARKMINSTER YOUTH MAKE IT YOURSELF! 

http://www.parkuc.ca/
mailto:revheather.parkminster@gmail.com
https://www.waterlootcow.ca/tcow-2021/2021-participant-application/
https://www.waterlootcow.ca/tcow-2021/2021-participant-application/
mailto:info@waterlootcow.ca
https://ripplekindness.org/mind-jars-a-visual-aid-for-calming-the-senses/
https://ripplekindness.org/mind-jars-a-visual-aid-for-calming-the-senses/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parkminster has been approached by a group of local volunteers who are making gowns, masks and scrub caps 
for those on the front lines of long-term care homes and homeless shelters, as well as personal support 
workers in the community.  This group was started by local physicians, but has quickly expanded. You may 
remember receiving an email in late March from Christians Together Waterloo Region asking for help to make 
protective gowns for front-line workers. It’s wonderful to learn that some members from our church 
participated!  Over the past month, volunteers in KW have produced more than 3,000 gowns!! But more are 
urgently needed.  As of Monday, April 20, 1550 scrub caps and 615 masks were also made! 

Members of Parkminster are needed once again help to sew gowns for front-line workers. Let’s go for it! 
Procedures have been streamlined since the first request a month ago. Sewing kits (with 2 gowns per kit) will 
be provided with pre-cut fabric and notions such as twill tape, elastic or ribbed cuffs for sleeves, but NOT 
thread. Any colour thread will do. Gowns can be sewn with a sewing machine or serger. Instructions will be in 
the kit, or posted online. 
 
Finished gowns need to be returned within 2 to 3 days. An experienced sewist might sign up for 2 kits; others 
not-so-experienced might take just 1 kit. 
  
For those who sign up, Kathy Shortt will provide details regarding the pickup of kits and delivery of finished 
gowns.  Please note:  We don’t yet have a timeline when the next batch of sewing kits will be ready. The 
nearest estimate is later this week or next week. More details will be provided when Kathy gets them. 
  

If you are interested in sewing gowns please contact Kathy Shortt at: kathy.shortt.123@gmail.com I will get 
back in touch with you with more details as soon as they become available.   
Many thanks to all who can help, Kathy Shortt 

 

 
 

IF YOU SEW, OUR FRONT-LINE WORKERS NEED YOUR HELP!:    
 

 
1 in 20 households needs food assistance. 1$ = 3 
MEALS. Support is desperately needed. YOU CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.   
Please visit https://www.thefoodbank.ca/ to 
donate. 

DONATIONS NEEDED for FOODBANK 
  

This message is sent on behalf of Mike Murray, 
CAO with the Region of Waterloo and Chair of the 
Regional Pandemic Control group.  Check their 
website weekly for updates: 
COVID-19 Response Newsletter: 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-
here/covid-19-coordinated-response-
newsletter.aspx?_mid_=31097 

 

COVID-19 UPDATES from THE REGION 
 

 
If you’d like to place an announcement in “What’s UP” please submit a brief message and email to the office 
by 12 noon Wednesdays.  A separate email with a clear subject line is greatly appreciated.  To receive “What’s 
UP” please contact the office:  parkuc@golden.net 
  
 

“WHAT’S UP” SUBMISSIONS 
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