Living Into Right Relations – June 2021
Hello,
This email comes as we are rocked by the discovery of graves of 215 children on the site
of the Kamloops Indian Residential school. Our hearts go out to the souls and the families
and communities of those children. This is traumatizing and retraumatizing; it raises
questions and perhaps will lead to finding some answers. Hopefully it will also be met with
right action and movement towards recognizing and acknowledging truth and actively
seeking reconciliation. We still have such a long way to go. This Thursday, June 3, there
will be a Vigil Honouring Every Child at 7pm at the Victoria Park clock tower, hosted by Idle
No More. I’m also attaching a file I just received that you may find helpful. There may be
more information to share in the days ahead.
Bill C-15 continues to be making its way through the legislative process in the context of
everything that’s happening. It is in second reading at the Senate. This session of the
Senate will finish at the end of June and with the possibility of a Fall election looming, the
Bill risks being left on the Senate floor, which is what happened to its predecessor, Bill
C-262 only a couple of years ago. Supporters of the Bill can make a difference by joining
the letter-writing campaign of the group Faith in the Declaration to challenge our Senators
to move this bill through this time. Indeed, TRC Commissioner Honourable Murray Sinclair
has charged us to do what we can to help make this happen. He says it's a critical step
towards upholding our commitment to the Calls to Action of the TRC.
Information on how to do that is the first item below. It does not take much time. If each of
us did this and contacted 5 friends to do the same we could send close to 400 letters!
Thank you for continuing the work and the conversation as we strive to live into right
relations.
May you walk in peace and in good company,
Nancy

1. Bill C-15: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous

Peoples Act
This transcript of the debate in the Senate on May 27 gives a good summary of the
Bill, of reasons its supporters support it, and the arguments of its critics.
If you support it, here’s how you can join others and call on the Senate to pass it during
this session.
Need more info?
● Podcast hosted by Pam Palmater April 29, 2021, explains what UNDRIP is and the
connection to Bill C-15.
● Statement by the National Indigenous Council of the United Church of Canada
attachment with the email.
● See April and May emails

2.

1492 Land Back Lane
a. May 19, 2021: 1492 Land Back Lane spokesperson Skyler Williams turned himself
in. APTN article and CBC article.

b. Supportive actions
i.Friday Lunches for 1492 LandBack Lane - Next delivery date: June 11
Lunches are continuing into the spring and summer. We welcome your support!
Please consider donating food and/or funds. We have a core of about 5 worker
bees and would love more. Thanks to Bud and Marilyn for driving on the 11th!
Cash donations can be made through Parkminster United Church. Please
identify your donation as 1492 LandBack Lane. For more info or to lend a hand
contact me at nancydykstra@gmail.com. Thank you!
ii. Thank you, Gladys Bender and Debbie Siertsema for sourcing washable
dishes and cutlery for 1492 LandBack Lane.
3. O:se Kenhionhata:tie - Land Back Camp in KW - You will recall that O:se
Kenhionhata:tie's four demands issued last summer of Waterloo Region municipal
governments are in progress, some having been achieved. Check the facebook link for
updates. They are getting organized in Laurel Creek. See their recent video update here.
Thank you, Henriette Thompson.

4. Help Amy Smoke & Chey Chaniece Pay Racist Fines
Amy Smoke of LandBack and member of the Anti-racism advisory working group, and
Chey Chaniece, were recently fined for participating in an anti racism rally in Wilmot, as
far as we know, the only people fined… this should be raising questions! Here’s the
Gofundme site mentioned in the video update in 3. above.

5. All Nations Grand River Water Walk - year 4 begins Sept 13. Watch for events
leading up to it,including an online auction, Aug 15-29. See Water Walk founder Mary
Anne Caibaiosai’s recent talk on the Treaty as Sacred Covenant series here.

6. Learning at home and virtual events
a. The Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council’s moratorium on
development along the Haldimand Tract.
b. May 1 - June 30 2 Rivers Festival 10th anniversary. For residents on the Grand
River watershed, this annual event provides an opportunity to deepen our
relationship with the river and the land around it.

c. June 1 - July 2 Kairos Blanket Exercises Teaching and Sharing Circles.
Interactive, Zoom-based sessions that build positive relations between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous people through truth, sharing, and open dialogue. The

Summer sessions are now open for registration ($25)
● Tues., June 1 7-9 pm - The Impacts of Residential Schools
● Tues., June 15 7-9 pm - Métis Teachings
● Mon., June 21 7-9 pm - We are All Treaty People (National Indigenous Day)
● Tues., June 29 7-9 pm - Social Injustice in the Court System

d. June 2, 7-8:30 pm The Most Reverend Mark MacDonald, National Indigenous
Anglican Archbishop speaking on Reconciliation, Climate Justice, treaties and land
claims, and the role of churches. Hosted by Redeemer Lutheran Church, London.
Eventbrite link here. Thank you, Mary Thompson

e. June 4, 7pm O:se Kenhionhata:tie livestream screening of the short film
"Stories from Land Back Camp” Ticket info here
f. June 11-13, Virtual Spring Craft Fair Woodland Cultural Centre
g. June 20, 8pm-11:30 pm APTN Indigenous Day Live (IDL) Join hosts Earl Wood
and Janelle Wookey for the 2021 edition of IDL, featuring performances from Snotty
Nose Rez Kids, Tom Wilson, iskwē, Neon Dreams, Julian Taylor and Charlotte
Cardin.
h. June 21 Indigenous Peoples’ Day - Some ideas to check out.
●
●
●
●

Five Passport Places - National Trust for Canada
Govt of Cda website with lots of links: Also from the Federal Gov’t, there is
a list of activities you can find here; it will be available in June
June 21 marks the first day of this year’s Two Row Paddle Deyohahage
Gihę' gowahneh - Two Row on the Grand. The 7:30 am start location is in
Cambridge.
I looked at both universities in Waterloo and did not see anything posted yet
but you may find something later in the month by clicking here for WLU or
UWaterloo

i. Many other events on Eventbrite:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/online/indigenous/?q=Indigenous&mode=search

j. In case you missed it…
Winter Stories youtube series was offered by KItchener Public Library from Feb 10
to the end of April

7. Good Reads
a. June 9 Celebrating Indigenous Picture Books hosted by Waubgeshig Rice

