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The Season after Pentecost is the period between the Day of Pentecost and the First Sunday of
Advent. This season makes up half of the calendar year, and its liturgical color is green. It is a
time to focus on the life and growth of the Church in the world, empowered by the gift of the
presence of the Holy Spirit. 12th-century mystic Hildegard von Bingen captured the essence of this
season when she wrote, “The Holy Spirit is the greening power of God. Our task is to blossom.”

Scripture
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you
the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell
you about me?” Pilate replied, “Am I Jewish? Your own people and the chief priests have
handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from
this world. If it belonged to this world, my people would have fought to keep me out of the
hands of the Temple authorities. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him,
“So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. I was born and came into
the world for one purpose–to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth
listens to my voice.”
[Includes scripture from The Inclusive Bible]

Questions

)

• Pontius Pilate was the Roman prefect (or governor) over Judea. He allowed the Jewish
people to keep their laws and government, only stepping in when the Jewish courts found
someone guilty of breaking a major Roman law—like murder or insurrection. Did Pilate
think Jesus was guilty of anything?
• What did you wonder about when you heard
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as “Reign of Christ” or “Christ the King”
Sunday. On this day, we celebrate the ways
we see God’s rule and reign already on earth,
just like it is in heaven! We also look forward to
the day when God’s realm fills our entire world. How
does today’s story connect with this Sunday’s theme?
• Next week marks the beginning of Advent—a season of waiting for God’s bright light to
shine in the darkness and fill our world with hope, peace, joy, and love. As we wait for
Jesus’ realm, how can you practice sharing hope, peace, joy, and love with the world?
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John 18:33–37

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Sunday between November 20 and November 26
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Activity
Materials:
Paper
Pencil

Coloring utensils
String/Yarn

We are about to enter a new season in the church.
We’ve finished a whole year in our liturgical (church)
calendar, and next week, we start a new year. We’ve
learned so much about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and
even ourselves throughout this past year. And yet, there’s
still so much more to learn!
When we come to an ending, it can be nice to stop
and remember some of the things that happened.
When we do this, we take the feelings and lessons from
those memories with us. Using the paper, pencils, and
crayons, write and/or draw one or all of the following
from this last year:
• Something that made you smile
• Something that made you feel loved
• Something that reminded you of God’s love
As we approach the beginning of something new, it can
also be helpful to think about our hopes for the future
and what we wish to learn or do. Using the paper,
pencils, and crayons, write and/or draw one or all of
the following:
• Something you hope to learn about this year
• Something you hope to do for someone else
• One way you hope to spread God’s love
When all your writings and/or drawings are completed,
connect them together by poking a hole in the paper
and tying them with some yarn or string. Put them up
somewhere in your home as memories of the past
liturgical year and a symbol of hopes for the next
liturgical year!

Next week, we will begin a new liturgical year and get
to start all over again. It will be a new opportunity for
listening, learning, and coming together!
Whenever we start something new, it can be helpful
for us to take time to remember and share things that
happened during the past year. Can you think of any
of the following?:
•
•
•
•

Something that made you smile
A time when you felt God’s love
A story from the Bible you liked
A time you helped someone this year

Think about this yourself or share it with the people
around you. This is one great memory you have, and
the new year means there are more to come.

Micropractice
The church calendar is different from the
calendars we use each day. Each time you write
the date for school or work, take a moment to
meditate upon the church seasons. How will
God bless us in the upcoming season of Advent?
Download a graphic to share with your community
and on social media. You can download it here:
illstrtdm.in/minirevBAP26

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for all we have learned
this past liturgical year. Open our hearts and
minds to learning new things in the upcoming
liturgical year. Help us grow with each other and
with you. Amen.

Activity Adaptation
This is the last Sunday in this particular season of the
church. We have made it through a whole year of the
church calendar. We call that a “liturgical year.” During
a liturgical year, we hear so many stories about God,
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and God’s people. We learn
about the church, God’s love, and ourselves.

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
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2. As the Roman governor of Judea, Pilate’s job
was to decide if this teacher had broken any
Roman laws. So he asked the rabbi, “Are you
really King of the Jews”? If he said, “Yes,” he
would certainly be in trouble.

3. Jesus did not answer “Yes” or “No.” Instead,
Jesus explained his kingdom was not of this
world. He came to share the truth. Pilate was
confused—What truth? How can someone rule a
kingdom that’s not on earth?

John 18:33–37

4. Pilate didn't know what to do! Jesus wasn’t
breaking any Roman laws, but no matter how
many times he told them that, the crowd didn’t
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Jesus as if he were guilty.
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1. Early one morning, Pontius Pilate woke up to
an angry crowd outside his window—he saw the
Jewish leaders and decision-makers. The crowd
begged Pilate to judge a rabbi named Jesus
according to the Roman laws.
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