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LUKE 2:15–20

When the angels had left them and gone 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had 

been told them about this child; and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 

in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

TO CHOOSE LOVE
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There is so much need in this story.  

So much that could go so horribly wrong.

IMAGINE: a woman who’s been walking for days, now far from home and just hours from 
giving birth to her first child. Her husband, WIDE-EYED, is at her side; they’re both unsure if 
they’ll find a safe place before the baby comes.

IMAGINE: an innkeeper who says he’ll 
figure something out for this desperate 
couple that every other innkeeper in 
town has turned away, who clears 
some floor space where his 
animals stay so the woman 
can labor there among the 
livestock.

IMAGINE: the shepherds 
who’ve just been shaken awake 
with the most wondrous news 
of their lives and decide to 
search for a baby they’re going 
to want to call savior and king.

There’s so much that could go so wrong in this story, but it doesn’t.  
At every turn, THE CHARACTERS CHOOSE LOVE OVER FEAR.

There is so much love in this story. 
Love comes from Mary and Joseph, who choose not to be afraid of how their lives 

have been interrupted and upended, but instead, choose to embrace each other and 

face this tremendous mystery together. Love comes from the innkeeper, who 

chooses not to be afraid of the strangers begging at his door, but 

instead to make room where there wasn’t any. Love comes 
from the shepherds, who choose not to be afraid of the 

unknown but choose to set off in search of the startling good 

news they’d heard from the sky and who, when they find it, share 

their joy with all they meet.
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IN EVERY MOVEMENT OF THE STORY, THE CHARACTERS HAVE A CHOICE.  

THE STORY HAS ENDURED 
THESE MANY CENTURIES AND MADE ITS WAY TO US BECAUSE  
AT EACH OPPORTUNITY, THEY CHOSE 
LOVE.
We inherit that story and also that legacy. 
Your presence here, and mine, our 
making it to this day, is a testimony to 
the love that has been chosen for us, 
poured into our lives, each day before 
this one. We are each a collection of all of 
the love people have chosen for us along our 
journey. Coursing through our veins is the 
same courage that inspired each of those 
choices. Every time and every way that we 
choose love for ourselves and one another, 
we honor that inheritance.

A friend shared with me a tip she learned from her recent parenting class: “Get curious, not 
furious.” She wrote it down on a piece of scrap paper and posted it on her refrigerator door. 
She said it’s been helpful to have that scribbled reminder; it stops her before she starts 
yelling at her kids. She only starts, she says, because her kids don’t listen unless she yells. Often 
they’re yelling, too. 

But now she’s vowed that instead of raising her voice to be heard over them, her first 
response will be to “get curious.”

Get curious, not furious.
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GETTING CURIOUS STRIKES ME AS ONE 
OF THE BEST WAYS TO LOVE EACH OTHER; 
ONE OF THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE WAYS OF 
C H O O S I N G  L O V E 
O V E R  F E A R . 

It means we’ll ask questions. We’ll pay 
attention. We’ll seek to understand instead 
of rushing to judge. We’ll acknowledge the 
life, the integrity, the mystery in all things, 
and approach everyone and all things with 
respect.

Curiosity about other people’s lives, 
experiences, hopes, struggles, and dreams 
acknowledges that each person has dignity, 
worth, and something to teach. Curiosity 
about our world’s health, diversity, vastness, 
and beauty invites us to discovery, then compels us 
toward care for creation. 

Curiosity takes us outside of ourselves and opens us up. To be curious is to intentionally take on 
vulnerability, the condition that makes love possible. 

I WONDER IF THE INCARNATION IS WHAT GOD  
DOES WITH G O D ’ S  C U R I O S I T Y  A B O U T  U S . 
I wonder if this Advent story that culminates in love-come-to-earth—the 
word-made-flesh—is a story that has its roots in God’s deep curiosity about 
creation.

Perhaps this ADVENT, 
our curiosity about each other 

can be one way 

WE CHOOSE LOVE 
for the God that dwells 

within and among us all.

WHAT ARE YOU CURIOUS ABOUT THIS ADVENT? WRITE AND REFLECT BELOW.
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If you 

could ask every person 

you meet one question, what would 

it be? Why?

Is there a mantra like “Get Curious, Not Furious” or a story, or an image, that helps guide and steer you towards love?

What’s an ordinary, simple way someone has loved 
you? And what’s an extraordinary, complicated 

way they’ve done it? 

Share a story of a time you’ve chosen love.

Imagine yourself as one of the characters in this story: Mary, Joseph, the innkeeper, or a shepherd. What might that 
character’s process of choosing love over fear have looked like? What factors might have complicated it? What insights can 
we draw from that ancient choice today?


