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Second Sunday after the Epiphany, Sunday between January 14 and January 20

The Season after Epiphany began with the three wise ones following the star and ends with the 
bright lights of Jesus’ Transfiguration on the mountain. Epiphany means “showing forth,” and it is 
during this season when we are called to look for how God makes Godself known throughout 
the world. In his poem, Epiphany, Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann wrote the following: 
“We are—we could be—people of your light. So we pray for the light of your glorious presence 
as we wait for your appearing.”

Questions
• Think of all the characters in this story (Jesus, the disciples, the 

servers, Mary). Who stood out to you and why? 
• What might your character have been thinking/

feeling? What might they have said? Retell the story 
from the perspective of your character. 

• Mary knew it was time for Jesus’ miracle, even 
though he was not sure at first. She encouraged him 
to use his talents to help others. Who encourages 
you to use your talents? 

• Who realized Jesus performed a miracle? (servers, 
Mary, disciples). Who didn’t realize it? (guests, 
caterer, groom). What do the people who witnessed 
the miracle have in common? 

• Jesus didn’t tell everyone about his miracle. During this season 
after Epiphany, we focus on revealing God’s work in the world. 
What kind of acts can we do for others? How might we do these quietly 
or without much attention? 

Scripture
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave 
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to those 
waiting on tables, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw 
some out, and take it to the caterer.” So they took it. When the caterer tasted the water 
that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servers who 
had drawn the water knew), the caterer called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone 
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. 
But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Look it Up!Look up images of stone 
water jars from antiquity. 

Then solve this problem: There were 

six jars. Each held twenty to thirty 

gallons. How much water was 

there in total? One gallon fills 
five wine bottles. In bottles, 

how much wine was there? 
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Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Prayer
Miraculous God, you spoke the universe into 
existence and turned water molecules into wine. 
Your loving hospitality knows no bounds. Teach 
us to use what we already have to create spaces 
of welcome, hospitality, and love for all. Amen.

Micropractice
When you run out of something like soap or toilet 
paper, your family may have a backup supply. 
Or maybe you do not. How is it replaced? Next 
time you run out of something, thank God for the 
people who keep your home supplied with what 
you need.

Note: Leaders should share instructions with all 
families if/when they do not have supplies they 
need. Leaders should provide a phone number or 
email address to contact the faith community for 
emergency supplies and resources for long-term 
help.
Download a graphic to share with your community 
and on social media. You can download it here:  
illstrtdm.in/minirevCAE2

It’s pretty spectacular how Jesus turned six jars of water 
into wine, so let’s do something slightly less spectacular 
and turn six glass jars into a xylophone! 

This activity may be done as one large group, broken 
into smaller groups, or individually. Begin with six 
empty glass jars for each xylophone. Using a dry erase 
marker, mark how full you want each jar to be. Each 
jar should have different amounts of water, and none 
should be empty. As you pour water to the fill-line in 
each jar, predict which jars will make the highest sounds 
and the lowest sounds. Arrange your jars from emptiest 
to fullest, then use a wooden spoon or stick to tap the 
sides of each glass jar. 

For bonus fun: 
• Add food coloring to each jar.
• Can you make up a song? 
• Does the pitch change depending on where you tap 

the glass? 
• What does it sound like using a plastic or metal mallet?

Activity
Materials: 
6 bowls and 6 cups
180 red and/or purple 
pom-poms

180 blue pom-poms
Masking/painter’s tape

Filling the six stone jars from this story was no easy task. 
Each jar held about thirty gallons of water, meaning 
6 jars x 30 gallons = 180 gallons of water. Can you 
imagine 180 gallons (681.37 liters) of water or juice? 

The jars weren’t easy to carry either, so the people in 
charge of refilling them likely used smaller containers 
to fill up the jars a couple of gallons at a time. Did 
you know one gallon of water weighs about 8.34 
pounds (3.78 kilograms)? So 180 gallons of water x 
8.34 pounds = 1,501.2 pounds. That’s a lot of work, like 
carrying six giant pandas or 150 cats!

It’s one thing to read all these numbers; it’s a very 
different thing to touch, see, and play with these 
numbers. This game will help participants imagine how 
big Jesus’ first miracle was. Split into teams or work 
together to complete the two phases of this game.

Phase One: Collect Water
Use masking/painter’s tape to make a throwing line on 
the floor. Set six bowls in front of the tape. Depending 
on your group’s skill level, the bowls can be close, far 
away, all together, or spread apart. The group/teams 
must try to throw as many of the 180 blue pom-poms 
into the bowls as they can.

Phase Two: Make Wine
After completing Phase One, replace the bowls with 
empty cups and give the group/teams red and/or 
purple pom-poms. Now try to throw as many of the 180 
red/purple pom-poms into the cups as they can.

Up for a challenge? 
• Add a time limit, use your non-dominant hand, or 

close your eyes.

Alternate Activity
Materials: 
6 glass bottles or jars per 
person/group (all the 
same size)
Wooden spoon/stick

Dry erase marker
Water
Food coloring (optional)
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John 2:1–11

1. Jesus and the disciples had traveled to Cana in 
Galilee to attend a wedding. Mary, Jesus’ 
mother, was there too. When Mary realized the 
party had run out of wine, she went to �nd Jesus. 

2. Mary told Jesus to help the people. Jesus 
hesitated, but Mary encouraged him. Jesus told 
the servers to �ll up the jugs with water. There 
were six stone jars, and each held twenty to thirty 
gallons. The servers listened to Jesus.

3. Jesus then told the servers to put some water in 
a wine cup and serve it to the caterer. The caterer 
was in charge of all the servers and making sure 
the wedding went smoothly. 

4. The caterer drank and said, “This is the best 
wine I have tasted yet! Why did you save the best 
wine for the end of the party?” Jesus turned the 
water into wine! All the servers and disciples were 
amazed!
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