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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, Sunday between January 28 and February 3

The Season after Epiphany began with the three wise ones following the star and ends with the 
bright lights of Jesus’ Transfiguration on the mountain. Epiphany means “showing forth,” and it is 
during this season when we are called to look for how God makes Godself known throughout 
the world. In his poem, Epiphany, Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann wrote the following: 
“We are—we could be—people of your light. So we pray for the light of your glorious presence 
as we wait for your appearing.”

Questions
• In this story, Jeremiah remembers the day God called him to 

be a prophet. What does a prophet do?
• How old was Jeremiah when God called him? 

What did you notice about the way Jeremiah 
responded?

• Jeremiah wasn’t sure he was old enough to 
be a prophet. Have you ever felt like you 
couldn’t do something because of your 
age? What does that feel like?

• God noticed Jeremiah’s big feelings 
about being a prophet and promised to 
always be with him. Sometimes we need a 
little help to be brave. When you have big 
feelings, who helps you be brave? 

• In the season after Epiphany, we focus on ways 
we can know, see, and experience God. It doesn’t 
matter how old or young you are; God invites us all to be a part of this revelation! How 
do you help the world around you know, see, and experience God?

Scripture
Now the word of the Lord came to me 
saying,

“Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, and before you were born 
I consecrated you; I appointed you a 
prophet to the nations.”

Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not 
know how to speak, for I am only a boy.”

But God said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you 

shall go to all to whom I send you, and 
you shall speak whatever I command you. 
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with 
you to deliver you, says the Lord.”

Then God touched my mouth and said to 
me,

“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
See, today I appoint you over nations 
and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to 
pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to 
build and to plant.”

Look it Up!Kids can change the world! 
Look up how Robby Novak (aka 

Kid President) has used videos on 

the internet to spread compassion 
and kindness in the world.

Can you find any other stories 
about kids who changed the world? 
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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Prayer
Thank you, God, for blessing us with many 
gifts. We know we are capable of many things, 
regardless of our age. Be with us, God, and 
help us have courage to use our gifts for justice. 
Amen.

Micropractice
Touch your hand to your mouth, and remember 
God touched Jeremiah’s mouth. God promised 
to give Jeremiah the words to say. Whenever you 
touch your lips, ask God to help you find the right 
words for every situation.
Download a graphic to share with your community 
and on social media. You can download it here:  
illstrtdm.in/minirevCAE4

Listen as your leader reads the following sentences out 
loud. After each one, make a face to show how you 
would feel in that situation. 

Would you be happy? Sad? Nervous? Scared? Angry? 
See if you feel the same or different than Jeremiah 
might have felt. Note: Use a Feelings Wheel for extra 
help identifying other emotions. 

• God surprises you by coming to talk to you.
• God tells you about how well God knows you.
• God gives you a job to do, but you think you’re too 

young to do it.
• God says God knows your gifts and has faith in you.
• God says God will be with you and will help you.

Activity
Materials: 
Blank paper
Scissors

Coloring utensils
Yarn/String

When God calls Jeremiah, he is a boy. For this reason, 
Jeremiah doubts whether or not he can do what God 
wants him to do. He doesn’t think he knows how to 
speak the way God wants him to. God, on the other 
hand, doesn’t think Jeremiah’s age is a problem. God 
knows Jeremiah has the gifts necessary to do what 
needs to be done, regardless of his age. God doesn’t 
make assumptions about Jeremiah, honors his gifts, and 
promises to be with him as he uses them.

Sometimes, we might feel the way Jeremiah feels. We 
may get asked to do something—or even want to do 
something ourselves—but we might have doubts about 
ourselves. We may feel we’re too young, too old, or 
don’t have the proper gifts. It can be helpful for us to 
remember we are enough, we are blessed with gifts 
from God, and, with help from God and others, there 
are plenty of things we can achieve. One way to do this 
is by making a Gift Mask.

Take a piece of paper and cut it in half lengthwise. Cut 
out two holes for your eyes and a triangle at the bottom 
center of the mask for your nose. On your mask, draw 
some things that make you feel good about yourself. 
They can be pictures of happy memories, activities you 
enjoy, or things that make you smile. Next, draw pictures 
of people in your life who help and support you. When 
you’re done, attach yarn/string to your mask and put it 
on. Look at yourself in a mirror and remember all the 
gifts God has blessed you with.

Alternate Activity
God needed Jeremiah to deliver a message to the 
people. Jeremiah knew this was a big deal, and our 
text tells us about some of his feelings. Maybe he was 
nervous about what he was asked to be, protesting 
because he believes he’s just a boy. Since God told 
him, “do not be afraid,” maybe he was also afraid. 
Whatever he was feeling was completely okay; all our 
feelings are valid. If you were in Jeremiah’s shoes, how 
would YOU feel?
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1. Hello! My name is Jeremiah, and I'm a 
prophet. I’ve been sharing God’s messages of 
justice and hope to my community since I was a 
kid. I still remember the day God called me and 
changed my life forever…

2. It came out of nowhere. I heard a soft voice 
whisper, “Jeremiah! I’ve been waiting for this day 
since before you were born. I can’t wait to tell 
you the special, holy plans I have in mind for 
you!”

3. Special plans? For me? I couldn’t believe it. In 
all the stories of my ancestors, only grown-ups 
were given special jobs by God. I was just a kid! 
What did I know about God? Would anyone even 
listen to me? 

4. God saw I was nervous. “It doesn’t matter if 
you're a kid!” God said, “All that matters is I’ll 
always be right there, looking after you. Together 
we’ll weed out what’s not working in the world 
and plant new, beautiful things.”
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