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Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32
Fourth Sunday in Lent
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The Season of Lent is a period of 40 days, begins on Ash Wednesday, and is a period of 
introspection and reflection on the life, ministry, and teachings of Jesus. Episcopal author and 
theologian Barbara Brown Taylor says that Lent is a “springtime for the soul...Forty days to cleanse 
the system and open the eyes to what remains when all comfort is gone. Forty days to remember 
what it is like to live by the grace of God alone and not by what we can supply for ourselves.”

Questions
• Who was coming to listen to Jesus speak? Who 

complained about this?
• What feelings do you notice our three characters 

have in this parable?
• When the younger son returns, the father accepts 

him without any explanation. When has someone 
made you feel accepted?

• The older son expresses frustration with his 
father and doesn’t understand why he forgave 
his younger brother. What do you do to help you 
understand something better?

• The father shows love to his sons in different ways based on 
what they need. How can we show love to people in our lives 
based on their needs?

Scripture
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming 
near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes 
were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.”

So he told them this parable:

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 
divided his property between them. A few days later 
the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a 
distant country, and there he squandered his property 
in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a 
severe famine took place throughout that country, and 
he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; 
and no one gave him anything. But when he came to 
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands 
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set 
off and went to his father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 

Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 
celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he 
came and approached the house, he heard music and 
dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 
got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and began 
to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! 
For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet 
you have never given me even a young goat so that 
I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 
yours came back, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the 
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and 
all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and 
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”

Look it Up!Look up Nelson Mandela. 
Mandela was an activist during 

South Africa’s apartheid, a time of 

racial separation. He was put in jail 

for speaking out, but when he was 

freed and became president, 
he preached forgiveness 

and healing over revenge.
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Fourth Sunday in Lent

Prayer
Dear God who waits for us like a parent with 
open arms, thank you for this season of Lent. 
Help us be like the younger son, working to repair 
relationships when we hurt others. Amen.

Micropractice
When something good happens to someone 
else, it is easy to feel jealous. This week when you 
see something good happening to someone, pay 
attention to your feelings and how they show up in 
your body. How many feelings can you identify?
Download a graphic to share with your community 
and on social media. You can download it here:  
illstrtdm.in/minirevCLent4

Activity Adaption
We are in the season of Lent, which means we are 
preparing ourselves to celebrate Easter! One way we 
prepare ourselves is by remembering how Jesus’ death 
and resurrection on Easter bring us God’s grace. 

This story tells us a beautiful example of recognizing 
and repairing relationships. First, let’s act out the story 
together. The story begins with the son telling the father 
he wanted money to go and live on his own. Pretend 
to be the son, saying he wants to leave. How would 
the father feel? Next, the son travels far away. Let’s 
walk around the room like we are traveling on a long 
journey. How do you feel when you go on a trip? 

Continue narrating the story and acting it out in unison, 
using the activity scenes above or the story booklet if 
they are helpful. 

How did the father react when the son came back? He 
was overjoyed! Wonder together about how the other 
characters were feeling throughout the story. What can 
we learn from this story about ourselves? Our family? 
God?

Activity
Act out the parable. There are three characters—the 
younger son, the father, and the older son—and six 
scenes. 

• The younger son asks the father for his part of their 
family’s money. The father gives it to him, and the son 
leaves.

• The younger son asks the father for his part of their 
family’s money. The father gives it to him, and the son 
leaves. 

• The younger son travels and spends his money 
recklessly. 

• The son runs out of money. The only job he can find 
is caring for pigs. He is hungry and wants to eat the 
pigs’ food. 

• The son realizes his mistake. He decides to beg his 
father to take him back as a servant. 

• The son returns, and the father rejoices. 
• The older son tells his father he is angry about the 

acceptance of the younger son.

This story has been given many different titles. After 
acting it out, come up with your own title for it. Maybe 
you’ve heard this story referred to as the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son. Prodigal means someone who wastes 
money. What if the story was named after someone 
else, all the characters, or events that happened in it? 
We could call it “The Merciful Father.” We could focus 
on the younger son’s choices instead of wastefulness 
and call it “The Repentant Son.” Perhaps “The Father 
and Two Sons.”

Now imagine if the parable took place today. What 
would it be like? What would the son ask for? His 
college savings? Part of his parent’s business? Where 
would he travel to, and what would he spend the 
money on? What kind of job would he get once he 
ran out of money? When he returned, how would the 
parent(s) celebrate? Would another grown-up come 
and welcome him back home as well? What if the child 
was a daughter instead, or there were more siblings? 

After discussing these questions and others you think of, 
act out a modern version of the story. Introduce it with 
a new title.

http://illstrtdm.in/minirevCLent4
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Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32

1. Jesus was teaching, and lots of people were 
listening. The people listening were considered 
sinners and weren’t well-liked by their community. 
That didn’t matter to Jesus.

2. Jesus told them a story to help them understand: 
Once, a man had two sons. His younger son asked 
his father for the son’s share of the property. His 
father gave it to him, and the younger son left 
home with his fortune. 

3. The younger son spent all his money and 
property. He had nothing left and had to �nd 
work in the �elds. He was so hungry he was 
willing to eat the food that was fed to the pigs. 
He realized he needed to go back home. 

4. His father gave him a big hug and threw a 
party. The older son didn’t understand why his 
brother got a party, but he didn’t. His father said 
he loved them both, and he had to welcome his 
son home.
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