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Luke 19:28–40
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Sixth Sunday in Lent
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The Season of Lent is a period of 40 days, begins on Ash Wednesday, and is a period of
introspection and reflection on the life, ministry, and teachings of Jesus. Episcopal author and
theologian Barbara Brown Taylor says that Lent is a “springtime for the soul...Forty days to cleanse
the system and open the eyes to what remains when all comfort is gone. Forty days to remember
what it is like to live by the grace of God alone and not by what we can supply for ourselves.”

Scripture
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come
near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the
disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why
are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed and
found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why
are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and
after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept
spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a
loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,
“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” He
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
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Questions
• Before entering Jerusalem, what did Jesus ask the disciples to do?
• How did people respond to Jesus’ arrival on a donkey?
• Jesus wasn’t the only one entering Jerusalem that
Look
day. Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea,
it Up!
Politi
came to Jerusalem every year during Passover to
c
a
l
para
des a leaders st
ensure everyone continued to follow the Roman
il
nd ce
They
lebra l have
often
t
i
Empire’s rules. Pilate would put on his fanciest
o
ns to
mark
poli
day.
armor and ride into the city on a tall horse, o tical achie importan
t
f po
veme
nts, o holidays,
surrounded by huge armies and extravagant or wer. Look
r tran
up th
count
sitio
e
ry we
treasures. How is this different from the way
lcome ways you ns
How
rc
s a ne
do th
Jesus entered the city?
w lea ity
e
i
r
c
der.
revea
elebr
ation
l wh
• This story marks the beginning of Holy Week,
s
abou at they ca
t as le
re
the last week of Lent leading up to the death and
aders
?
resurrection of Jesus. Jesus knew the amazing and
powerful things he was about to do, so why do you think
he chose to show up in such a humble and unexpected way?
• How would you describe to a friend what kind of leader Jesus is?
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Activity
Materials:
Markers

Poster board

When Jesus enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, he does
so in a unique way. Other leaders of his day would
have big processions through the city, wearing armor
and riding horses. In fact, Pontius Pilate did this on the
same day Jesus rode into Jerusalem on his donkey.
These displays were meant to show how wealthy and
powerful the leaders were.
Jesus, however, was a different kind of leader and his
entry into Jerusalem demonstrated that by not having all
the traditional displays of power.
The people who bore witness to Jesus’ entry into the
city praised him and showed their support of him by
waving palm branches and shouting, “Hosanna!” as
he passed by. These were signs of support for Jesus as
a leader. “Hosanna” means “Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord.” By shouting this when
Jesus passed, they affirmed he was sent by God. Palm
branches suggested victory or triumph, so when the
people waved them, they celebrated and showed their
belief in Jesus’ power.
Today, we often encourage and celebrate political or
civic leaders by showing up to large gatherings called
rallies and holding up signs supporting the values they
believe in and advocate for.
Brainstorm together a list of Jesus’ qualities and
messages he taught demonstrating the kind of leader
he was.

Then, as though you were at a rally, come up with some
phrases you could call out to Jesus to show you support
him and the kind of leader he is. What kind of people
did Jesus help or serve? How did he teach people to
treat each other? How can you translate those teachings
into brief cheers and phrases?
Let’s pretend Jesus is arriving in the place where you
live today. As a group, practice cheering him on with
the phrases you chose. Depending on the size of your
group, you can have people take turns playing the role
of Jesus arriving while everyone else cheers and calls
out their support.

Micropractice
Waving palm branches is similar to waving our
hands to greet someone. When you wave at a
friend or family member, pray a silent blessing
over them: “Blessed are they who come in the
name of the Lord.”
Download a graphic to share with your community
and on social media. You can download it here:
illstrtdm.in/minirevCLent6

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for your son, Jesus, who
modeled in his living and teachings a different
way to be a leader and how to love and serve
others. Help us learn from him and follow his
example. Amen.

Make signs celebrating those qualities and teachings
you brainstormed to show support for Jesus and the
kind of leader he is.
Activity Adaption
In addition to making signs at rallies for leaders we
want to celebrate and support, we also often shout
words and phrases of encouragement or support for
what the leader believes in and fights for. Brainstorm
together the qualities and messages of Jesus that made
him a unique leader.
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3. When the disciples came back with the baby
donkey, Jesus sat down and rode it up to Jerusalem.
News traveled fast that the man on the colt was
Jesus from Nazareth, the rabbi who performed
many miracles and said he was the “Son of God.”

Luke 19:28–40

4. Crowds of people ran to the city gates. Some
were curious, some were furious, and some
exploded with excitement as they threw down their
cloaks and danced
with palm branches, crying
A F T E R
S E A S O N
out, “Blessed is this king who was sent by God!”

1. Every year, Jesus and the disciples traveled to
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. But this year was
different. Instead of celebration, Jesus knew he
was stepping into sorrow. So, he wanted to use this
opportunity to show people God’s realm of peace.
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2. Before entering the city, Jesus told two of the
disciples to walk to a nearby village and bring
back a baby donkey. “If anyone tries to stop
you,” Jesus said, “just tell them God needs to
borrow it.”
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