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Acts 11:4–9, 16–18

HOLY WEEK

Fifth Sunday of Easter
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Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen, indeed! Eastertide is a period of 50 days, beginning on Easter
Sunday and ending at Pentecost, when we celebrate the birth of the Church. During Eastertide,
we celebrate the Risen Christ and imagine how we might live as Easter people. Rachel Held
Evans wrote, “God showed us how to heal instead of kill, how to mend instead of destroy, how to
love instead of hate, how to live instead of long for more. When we nailed God to a tree, God
forgave. And when we buried God in the ground, God got up.”

Scripture
Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked
at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord;
for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that God
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?”
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Questions
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• What kinds of animals were on the sheet in Peter’s vision?
• The season after Easter is a time to notice and celebrate how sharing the good news of
Jesus changes lives. How was Peter’s life changed in this story?
• Instead of giving the crowd a logical argument about why it was okay to eat “off-limits”
food with people outside their community, Peter chose to tell a story.
How is this similar to the way Jesus used storytelling?
• Peter’s vision was a shock to the followers of Jesus
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Activity
Materials:
Paper

Coloring Utensils

In this scripture, Peter tells a story to demonstrate how
God’s love is bigger than people expect. The people
think God loves only those who follow specific Jewish
rules, but Peter’s story illustrates how gentiles—people
who aren’t Jewish and don’t live by the same rules—
are included in God’s community too. God loves
expansively, calling us to love in big and expansive
ways too.
Think about someone who has taught you about loving
expansively in the way God calls us to. It may be a story
they told you or something they did that demonstrated
big, wide love. Now, take a sheet of paper and fold
it in half, then in half again. Unfold it and draw lines
along the fold marks to give you four sections. Use
these sections to create a short comic strip about the
lesson of love your person taught you (either illustrate
the story they told you or illustrate how they showed you
big love).
Take turns sharing the stories of each comic strip with
each other. Discuss together where you see expansive
love at work in the world today and where more
expansive love is needed. How might stories like Peter’s
and the ones your group shared help teach others
about loving big and wide?

Now have everyone put their papers on the ground,
side by side. All these people on all the papers are
connected, and each of you are connected to them—
even the ones you don’t know!—because of your care
for one another and your care for the people you drew.
God’s community is big like that, and even bigger,
because we’re all connected through God’s love for us.
Discuss together how this understanding of big love can
help the world today.

Micropractice
In Peter’s vision, God invited him to eat foods
he had never tried before. If you are served
something unexpected, or something you do not
like, imagine the rainbow of foods in that vision.
Consider taking a mindful bite of something new.
Download a graphic to share with your community
and on social media. You can download it here:
illstrtdm.in/minirevCEaster5

Prayer

Activity Adaptation
Materials:
Paper

Then, each person should think of four people they love
and care about. Try to think of people from different
parts of life: a family member, a friend from school or
work, a friend from the neighborhood, etc. Draw one
person in each of the four sections of your paper. Even
though these people may not know each other, they’re
connected because of your love for them.

Coloring Utensils

Peter’s story surprises listeners because it demonstrates
that God’s love and community include people they
didn’t expect, people who are different from them and
have different customs and rules. God’s community is
bigger than we might imagine too! And God calls us to
love others big and wide just like God does.

Good and Holy God, thank you for calling us to
love expansively, and thank you for teaching us
what this love looks like. Help us share this big
love with the world, especially where it is needed
most. Amen.

Everyone should fold a piece of paper into quarters
and then unfold it so there are four sections.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
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3. “As I looked closer, I noticed upon the sheet was
every animal imaginable—even those we shouldn’t
touch or eat. I kept my distance, but I heard a voice
say, ‘Peter, don’t be afraid. These animals are for
everyone, even you.’”

Acts 11:4–9, 16–18
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every animal imaginable—even those we shouldn’t
touch or eat. I kept my distance, but I heard a
voice say, ‘Peter, don’t be afraid. These animals
are for everyone, even you.’
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2. So Peter told them a story. “I was praying one
day, while in the city of Joppa, and I received a
curious vision. At first, all I could see was a large
sheet lowering down from the sky.”
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1. After traveling across Judea sharing the good
news of Jesus, Peter returned to Jerusalem, where
an angry crowd was waiting for him. They heard
Peter stayed with people outside their community
and ate food he wasn’t supposed to. They wanted
to know why.
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