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Seventh Sunday of Easter
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Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen, indeed! Eastertide is a period of 50 days, beginning on Easter
Sunday and ending at Pentecost, when we celebrate the birth of the Church. During Eastertide,
we celebrate the Risen Christ and imagine how we might live as Easter people. Rachel Held
Evans wrote, “God showed us how to heal instead of kill, how to mend instead of destroy, how to
love instead of hate, how to live instead of long for more. When we nailed God to a tree, God
forgave. And when we buried God in the ground, God got up.”

Scripture
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination
and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she
would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.”
She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities...they threw them into prison and ordered
the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and
fastened their feet in the stocks.
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About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When
the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill
himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not
harm yourself, for we are all here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling
before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” They
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he
took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He
brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced
that he had become a believer in God.
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• How can you share the good news of Jesus with those around you, even when it feels
hard, overwhelming, or scary?
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Alternate Activity

Activity
Materials:
Paper

Coloring Utensils

In this story, Paul and Silas go through many difficulties
to share the gospel message of Jesus with the people of
Philippi. Read through the storybook version together.
What difficulties did they face? During the question
time, you talked about what they might have felt; revisit
that discussion now.
Sometimes, we have difficulty sharing the gospel
message of love with others. What is hard about
sharing the message of God with others? Paul and Silas
were called to share the message of God with Philippi
specifically. We are called to share the gospel too!
Divide your paper into four sections, either with folds
or with lines. Label these sections family, friends,
community, and world.
These are four categories of people with whom we
could share the gospel. As we talk about ideas, draw
your ideas to share the message of God with these
people. First is closest to us—our family. How can you
share God’s message with your family? As you think
of ways, invite volunteers to act out that way of being.
Act out helping a sibling with homework or doing their
chore as a surprise service. What about helping your
parents with a chore like folding laundry or helping
with the dishes? Provide time for participants to wrap
up their pictures before moving on.
Repeat these steps of brainstorming, acting, and
drawing with the other three categories. For friends,
participants could talk about inviting people to play
with them at recess or encouraging friends when they
are sad. For community, consider neighbors, church,
sporting groups, and those in need. For the world,
discuss how to pray for other countries regularly or
ways to raise and donate money to causes. Connect
to any charitable work your church does, on both the
community and world level.

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Read the scripture paraphrase. What terrible things
happened to Paul and Silas during this story? They were
being followed around and bothered, people told lies
about them, and they were thrown in jail! This wasn’t
fair. I bet Paul and Silas were confused. Confusing or
unfair things can happen to us a lot. What happened
to you that wasn’t fair?
When unfair or confusing things happen, we have
many choices in responding. For example, what did
Paul and Silas do? They sang songs of praise to God!
What songs do you think they sang? When we sing
songs of praise, they remind us about God’s loving care
for us and make us brave. Together, name and sing
songs your participants would know, such as “This Little
Light of Mine” or learn new ones together. Or make up
your own together! What would you sing about?
Paul and Silas even used that unfair thing to do the
good work of telling the other prisoners about Jesus.
They took something bad and used it as an opportunity
to do good. Because of their choice, the guard and his
whole family heard about Jesus and were baptized!
What good things can we do in response to something
unfair?

Micropractice
Paul and Silas sang in prison. Many people
sing in the shower, car, or bedroom. Our songs
are powerful, even in the shower. When you
sing, notice how your song makes you feel.
Notice how your song changes your perspective.
Download a graphic to share with your community
and on social media. You can download it here:
illstrtdm.in/minirevCEaster7

Prayer
Dear God, who knows each of us individually,
thank you for all the different people who tell their
stories of experiencing your presence. Help us tell
our stories of your love. Amen.
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4. Paul and Silas gave up their chance to escape
because they knew the guard’s fate if they did.
Moved by their kindness, the guard brought them
to his house for his entire family to hear the good
news of Jesus.

1. While Paul and Silas were sharing the good
news in Philippi, a young girl enslaved as a
fortune-teller followed them around and told
everyone who they were. After many days, Paul
was so annoyed that he cast the divining spirit out
of her.

Acts 16:16–34
2. When those who enslaved the young girl
realized that Paul ruined their money-making
scheme, they dragged Paul and Silas before the
Roman authorities claiming they were outsiders
disturbing the peace of their city. As punishment,
Paul and Silas were thrown in jail.

3. Around midnight, as the songs and prayers of
Paul and Silas filled the air, the earth began to
shake, and every prison door and chain flew open!
The guard was afraid for his life, but Paul cried out,
“Don’t worry, we’re still here!”

