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YOU ARE NOT ALONE. COME SHARE THE JOURNEY

Message from our Ministers

Dear Friends,

As we gather during this Advent season, we find ourselves amid both the joy of anticipation and the
complex feelings of change.

Many of you may already know, Heather will be leaving Parkminster at the end of this year. As Heather’s
teammate (Joe) I'm going to switch to my voice here to say what an integral part of Parkminster Heather
has been for the last six years. | know she has already received many messages acknowledging her
impact on the church and your lives. In the weeks to come | would invite you to look for opportunities to
express gratitude for the wisdom, love, and guidance she has shared. Heather’s presence has left an
indelible mark on our spiritual journey, and we will deeply miss her leadership.

Back to the two of us now. Change is never easy, and it often brings a sense of sadness and
uncertainty. We feel it as well. It's natural to feel a sense of loss when someone dear to us departs. It's
at times like this that it's important to discern what we can control and what is beyond our control. Just
as the seasons change, so too do our lives and our church community. What we can control is how we
walk into change. Our faith calls us to embrace change with an open heart. In order to do that we need
community, support and hope. Let’s be that for each other.

As we approach the celebration of Jesus’ birth, we are reminded of the divine promise of hope and
renewal. The Christmas story itself is a testament to how the unexpected can bring about new
beginnings. Mary and Joseph's journey, the birth of Jesus in a humble stable, and the arrival of
shepherds and magi all illustrate the beauty that can emerge from change.

In the spirit of Advent, let us rekindle our faith in the promise of a hopeful future and find solace in the
knowledge that God's presence is with us in every season of life. We invite you to join us in worship,
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prayer, and reflection as we prepare for Christmas and the beginning of a new year filled with
opportunities for spiritual growth.

May this Advent season be a time of reflection, gratitude, and hope for all of us. And as we journey
together through the changes of life, may our faith continue to be a source of strength and inspiration.

Wishing you the blessings of the Advent season and a Merry Christmas!

Rev. Heather & Rev. Joe

Message from the Chair

Welcome to this season of Advent. The time when life flies faster than one
can even imagine.

Each week comes and goes and there is much change as our focus is on
Christmas as it is drawing closer; shopping, prepping, planning, and
creating. The church community is in process of many conversations to
help keep our community healthy and prosperous. We are looking into
nesting conversations with Trinity United. We have been continuing the
conversations with Trinity Centres Foundation about possible
opportunities and uses of the Parkminster property. Every conversation
takes time to happen in both cases. In addition to these conversations, we
are preparing to say our farewells to Rev. Heather.

Change can be challenging and is not always something we envisioned
for the future.

The council is studying Wait is this Racist? By Kerry Connelly. As
leadership we will be looking into acknowledging and addressing current, past and possible future
situations.

Each Advent season there is an opportunity to stop, slow down and think of all that is happening in my
world, the world beyond. Each week Advent focuses on Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.

This year | have broken these down to help me to remember to focus:

Hope that the new year will bring Peace, Joy, and Love to this community.

Peace that can be brought as we understand what any upcoming changes mean.

Joy that will come as we celebrate Rev. Heather’'s presence and her gifts to Parkminster.

Love can and will be shared one - to one - to one in this Advent Season to family, friends, and
colleagues.

Once | begin to pull out my Christmas decorations, | hope to locate the Advent devotional that | have
used in years past. | may be able to create the above statements for me to focus on, but it is always
beneficial to read what others write to help expand my thinking.

I hope you will find time to create your own Advent definitions to focus and/or have a devotional practice
during this season that will bring you peace, joy and/or understanding.
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Blessings to each of you during this Advent season.

Deb Siertsema, Chair of Council

‘We Care and Share’ Stewardship Campaign 2023

Thanks to all who have submitted a Stewardship Campaign response form. We hope that those
who haven'’t will do so before November 30 to facilitate budgeting for 2024. There is a supply of forms
and a sealed box for depositing them in the upper hall each Sunday. Only our Treasurer Jack Reynolds
will see and process changes in giving and will email you a form if that is more convenient for you. Just
email Jack at jackr2002@aol.com.

Even if you are not making a change in your givings, we’'d appreciate it if you completed a response
form.

For anyone wishing to start giving via PAR, there is a supply of PAR application forms on the credenza
in the Upper Hall, indicating the information required. The form can be handed in at the office or given to
Jack Reynolds. Pre-Authorized Remittance means that your offering is deducted from your bank account
on the 20th of each month.

Each of us has much to be thankful for. Parkminster is there for all of us, whether it be spiritually;
socially; via prayer and support; as a way to be part of significant outreach work in the community; it's a
place to make new friends and enjoy old friendships; and it provides an opportunity to get personal
satisfaction from the giving of time, talent and treasures to help an organization that helps so many
others.

Bill Spall, Chair of Stewardship
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