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YOU ARE NOT ALONE. COME SHARE THE JOURNEY. 
 

 
 

Message from the Chair 
 

We Richard Wagamese – Embers, One Ojibway’s Meditations, 
2016 
You stoke the fires of creativity with humility, gratitude and 
awareness….To be a creator you need to connect with Creator.  
 
This fall there is much that is happening at Parkminster United Church. 
As we roll into September, I could feel the energy of the congregation 
increasing. There was a wonderful Welcome Back event to make 
connections with all members of the congregation. Thank you to all who 
worked so hard to make this event so wonderful.  
 
Changes began with work on the structure of the lower level of the church to prepare it for the 
Montessori school. Deep gratitude continues to the Property committee for the extensive work 
to make this happen.  
 
Council has been working on clarifying the many projects in the works for the future. In June 
we welcomed a consultant to help us negotiate the many projects on the go and determine the 
best next steps. Council determined that a September retreat would be necessary to help us 
move beyond our meeting time and dig deeper into the needs for the church.  
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On Saturday, September 28, Parkminster Council met to discern next steps on several 
important decisions that need to be made, including the Trinity Centres housing and hub 
proposal, staffing, and matters relating to spirituality.  
 
The Council have been giving the needs of this congregation our full effort. Congregational 
approval will be sought on these matters before we proceed. Just to let you know because of 
the other issues facing us and how Branson Montessori will impact us, we are recommending 
that the Trinity Centres Foundation housing and hub proposal be put on the back burner for 
now. Most of our time on the 28th was spent identifying needs, considerations and options 
regarding future staffing needs. We currently have Joe, and Bethany on contract as Christian 
Education and Youth Leader. Given our current financial projections, we believe that we are 
looking for a part time permanent staff member for the future. A draft job description will be 
written for discussion with, and input from, Western Ontario Waterways (WOW, our regional 
governing body). They will help us determine what that might exactly look like for us. 
 
Once we receive advice from WOW and do our best estimate of 
financials, we will bring all of this to the congregation for approval. We 
wanted you to be aware that Council has been spending a good deal of 
time giving these matters careful consideration. Once we have received 
a thumbs up from you, the congregation, it’s our audacious hope that 
we find an amazing fit for Parkminster. 
 
Having said all of this, the passion for all that is Parkminster is clear. 
With the many people working on the everyday activities at 
Parkminster, there are also those working on Friday night Christian Education, those creating 
the photo directory, those collecting toonies in a pizza box and there is never a quiet moment. 
We are blessed to have all who are connecting with Creator by using their gifts and skill. 
Clearly the church fires are stoked with creativity and humility. The uniqueness and passions 
of each fills the heart of Parkminster to share with this community. 
 

Deb Siertsema, Chair of Council  
chair@parkuc.ca *new* 

 

Special request from Stewardship 
 

As we head towards Thanksgiving, we are reminded how blessed we are to have a beautiful 
Church and supportive Congregation in which we worship. To help keep our Congregation 
strong, we are asking our Members to consider making a special year end donation. It can be 
sent to our Church Office or placed on a collection plate on any Sunday. Thank you for your 
consideration in keeping Parkminster a strong Church within our community. 
 

Bill Spall, Chair of Stewardship 

 

mailto:chair@parkuc.ca
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Shuffle the deck and deal the cards 
 

There was an excellent turnout for our Euchre Kickoff Banquet. About 40 people met in the 
gym to welcome new members, celebrate the winners from last year, engage in conversation 
and of course…eat the yummy potluck desserts.  
 
Congratulations to our euchre champion from last year, who finished with an impressive 212 
points for the year - John McMullen. Last year was a close race—our second-place finisher, 
Liz Forde, was right behind John with 211 points! Just one point separated first and second 
place after an entire year of playing!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our lone-hand champion, Mike Dye. Welcome to our new members: Nancy 
Dykstra, Joe Allen, Anne and Ian Ward, Jamie Hoffman and Anne Riddall. We are looking 
forward to our upcoming year as we shuffle, bid and trump our way through another euchre 
season.  
 

Kathy Shortt
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